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HaLF-YEARLY RETROSPECT OF Do- 
MESTIC LITERATURE. 


VERY man of obfervation and pa- 
H. triotie feeling muft have remarked 
wii forrow, the filent but fatal operation 
of :wocelebrated bills *, which paffed in 
a jate feffion of parliament, for the pur- 
pole—the profifed purpof, and fo far as 
the framers of them had no other object in 
view, the daudabl: purpofe of reprefiing 
treafonable and feditious praétices. Tull 
this period, ever fince the revolution of 
1688, and indeed for fome time antece- 
dent to that memorable era, an unfettered 
and free fpirit of enquiry had been che- 
riuhed amongit us, and by common con- 
fent had, as it were, become naturalized 
to the foil; genius and talent were called 
forth, and literature flourifhed under its 
influence, This free fpirit is now ba- 
nifhed from our fhore, and in its room 


Black melancholy fits, and round her throws 
A death-like filence, and a dread repofe : 

Her gloomy prefence faddens all the fcene, 
Shales ev’ry flow’r, and darkens ev’ry green ! 


As we have commonly introduced our 
retrofpect with a fhort eulogy on the {tate 
of domettic literature, this comfortlefs 
reflection will doubtlefs feem to militate 
againft our former opinion ; but the pre- 
tent obfervation is chiefly reterable- to 
works of a political-and theological na- 
ture, for “¢ a man is allowed jufficient 
freedom of thought, provided he knows 
how to choole his fnbjce& ; vou may cri- 
ticle freely upon the Chinefe conftitution, 
and obferve with as much feverity as you 
plate, upon the abfurd tricks and de- 
itructive bigotry of the Bonzees. But,” 
continues Mr. Burke, ‘© the fcene is 
changed as you come homewards, and 
atheifm or treafon may be the name 


ee 


—— re renege: 


° Commonly known by the names, Lord 
Grenville’s and Mr. Pict’s bills; but, perhaps» 
till more commonly by the vulgar, yet fig” 
Aincant appellation of *© The gigging bills.” 

MonruLy Maa. xt. 


ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 
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given in Britain, to what would be rea- 
fon and truth if afflerted of China i 

We fhould {carcely, perhaps, have 
thought /it neceflary to notice, in this 
place, the reftraint which is impoted on, 
political invettigation, did we not antici- 
pate its injurious cficéts on literature in 
general, and feel anxious to warn our 
countrymen before warning comes too late. 
If timidity once enters into our literary 
{peculations, the flights of genius will 
be languid, and philofophy mutt crawl 
with a flow and tottering ftep: we thail 
foon fhrmk from the dedutions of our 
own reafoning, fhall ‘dwell in perpetual 
alarms, and ftartle like Profpero, at the 
fpectres of our own creation.”” But let 
us not give way to thefe difpiriting im- 
preflions in any immoderate and unnecef- 
fary meafure: the mifchief, fo far as ge- 
neral literature is concerned, is at prefent 
in apprehenfion merely, as will be obvious 
when we condtct our readers into the 
NATIONAL LipRaRyY, and point out to 
them the valuable acceflion which have 
been made to it in different departments 
of {cience, within the lait fx months. 

HISTORY. 

The work which has firft claim to 
notice, as from its fubjeét of pecu- 
liar intereft to our countrymen, is Mr. 
Belfham’s “ Hijery of Great Britain, 
from the Revolution to the Scfficn of Par- 
liament, vending A.D. 1793.” Mr. B. 
has obtained foine celebrity for his me- 
moirs of the Bruniwic family, and is 
indeed the only writer of any refpectahi- 
lity, with the exception perhaps of Mr. 
Macfarlane, who has brought down the 
hittory of England to our own times. 
The period which Mr. B. has chofen for 
the exercifg of his talents 1s a very event- 
ful one, and could not pothbly lead him 


‘nto that unbecoming and dangerous Ja. 
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494 
his ** George the Third*,” He appears, 


however, even yet not to have acquired 
fufficient command over his temper for an 
hiftorian ; his characters are often over- 
loaded either with cenfure or encomium. 
William, prince of Orange, is fo great 
a favourite, that even the maffacre at 
Glencoe is not fuffered to difturb his re- 
pofe ; and the noble energetic refolution of 
the Commons relative to the difmiffion of 
his Dutch guards is treated as an ungra- 
cious refulal of a ‘ natural and reaion- 
able requeft,”” and as favoring “ much 
more of faétion than of patriotifm.” 
The acculation which Mr. Coxe, in his 
Life of Sir Robert Walpole, brought 
againft Mr. Belfham, of extreme negli- 
ence and want of candour, is repelled 
with fome degree of fuccefs, From the 
weft of Europe, with magic velocity, we 
now fly to its moft eaftern corner. In our 
laft retrofpect we noticed Mr. Dallaway’s 
“<< View of Conflantinople, Ancient and Mo- 
dern,” &c. fince which, Mr. Eton, many 
ears refident in Turkey and in Ruffia, 
ie publifhed * A Survey of the Turkish 
Empire.’ As the immediate object of 
thefe two gentlemen’s purfuit was dif- 
ferent, fo of courfe is in a great degree 
the nature of the information which the 
communicate. Mr. Dallaway travelled as 
a claffical fcholar, principally to invetti- 
gate thofe mouldering ruins whole former 
magnificence was the pride of one of the 
oak polifhed people of antiquity. Mr. 
Eton, ** has beenaconful: he has had 
jndire&t concerns in trade; asa traveller 
he has vifited moft parts of the Turkith 
empire ; in Ruffia he was for feveral years 
in the confidence of the late prince Potem- 
kin, and ina fituation to know more of 
the fecrets of the cabinet than moft foreign- 
ers.’ Where our two travellers have had 
occafion to touch on the fame topics, we 
have obferved a coincidence of remark 
which imparts credibility toboth; on the 
whole, however, we are compelled to form 
a much worfe opinion of the Turkith cha- 
racter from Mr. Eton’s narrative than from 
that of Mr. Dallaway. They! accord 
in reprefenting ignorance and haughtine(s 
as united -in thele Mohammedan conquer- 
ors, but we gain more adequate idea from 





* * We allude to Mr. Belfham’s decifive hof- 
tility againft Mr. Haftings at tbe time when 
that geitleman was under trial. Our opinion 
concerning the delinquency of Mr. Haftings 
is perfectly coincident with the opinion of 
Mr. Feltham, but nothing fhould have ex- 
torted it from us, till 3 jury of peers, then 
Sitting in judgment on the prijoner, h2d pro- 
nounced their verdiét of acquittal or condem- 


pation. it 
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Mr. Dallaway’s performance of theiy fen 
rocious temper, their infulting and har. 


barian treatment of the humbjed 
fubjugated Chriftiens, « Ey 
is, every fubject who is no 


hammedan religion) is allowed 


cruel alternative of death or tr 
even this is arbitrary in the bre 
conqueror. 


and the 


ery raja (that 
t of the Mo. 


only the 


ibute 3 and 


aft of the 


The very words of the for. 


mulary given to their chiriftian fubjeéts on 
paying the capitation tax, import that 
the fum of money received is taken as a 
compenfation for being permitted to wear 
their heads a yecr.”’ Population is daily 
decreafing in the empire ; a circumitance, 
which under fuch a government will not 
be deemed very wonderful. Mr. Dalla. 
way and Mr. Eton both mention the re- 
laxation of military difcipline. From 
this circumftance, added to the degeneracy 
of the Sultans and of the people, the 
latter gentleman confiders the expulfion 
ef the Turks from Europe, and the re- 
eftablifhment of the Greek empire, not 
merely as a feafible proje&, but as an 
event likely to take place in the firf cam- 
paign of the firft war in which the Turks 


fhall be engaged. 


Sdrely this is too ian- 


guine a fuppofition. An advertifement 
prefixed to the firft volume of Mr. Pe- 
nant’s ** Vicewvof Hindoofian,” fates it to 
be part of a moft comprehenfive work, 
which that veteran naturalift announced 
fome few years ago, to be publithed after 
the death of its ingenious author, under 
the title “* Outlines of the Globe ;”” the pre- 
fent are to form the 14th or rsth yolumes 
It is impoffible to 
mention the name of Pennant in con- 
neétion with a literary work, withcut ex- 
citing the higheft expectations ; the very 
extended nature of the prefent, however, 
forbids us to anticipate minute invettiga- 
tion, whilft the well-earned and eftablifhed 
celebrity of the author's charatter, and 
the fpecimen afforded by the present por 
tion, juftify us in looking torward toa 
valuable legacy. The natural hittory of 


of that undertaking, 


Hindooftan, and o 
peculiar to its adjoining ocean, 
ter of courfe, occupies muc 
Pennant’s attention: 


he olte 


. . 1. 
f the marine animas 


as a mat- 


h of Mr. 


n enters, 


moreover, into topographical and ge0- 
graphical details, and refpecting 
y> corrects the 10- 
accurate accounts: of the ancient geogi’ 
phers. The defcriptive portic 
work is lively and energetic j 
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Beauvais.” ‘This fketch is the outline of 
a larger manu{cript hittory of the fame 
war, intended as a corrective of the ac- 
count given in Turreau’s memoirs. From 
the table of contents we anticipate much 
curious information from the publication 
of the whole. A hiftory of the revival 
of letters is yet a defideratum in Englith 
literature; to the difcredit, even of our 
beit hiforians, they devote whole volumes 
to the circuitous dilclofure of political 
intrigues, and to the minute narrative of 
military exploits, while a few pages only. 
are left to record the viciflitudes ot {cience, 
and to inveftigate thofe curious and im- 
ortant cauies whote fottering influence 
9 in different foils, and in different 
funs, affifted the luxuriant and vigorous 
growth of literature, or whole deleterious 
agency has blighted its bloffoms, and de- 
ftroyed its fruit. We are indebted to an 
anonymous writer for an ¢ Iniroduéfion to 
the literary Eijtory of the Fourteenth and 
Fifteenth Centuries 5°” 
his tract he has given a fhort hiftorical 
and critical {ketch of the decline of Jearn- 
ing in tue Roman empire down to the 
tenth century, where its very exiltence is 
queitionable: in the fecond part he has 
attempted to difcover and iliuttrate the 
principal caulesto which, in his opinion, 
its re-appearance may be properly attri- 
buted, “its dawn in the eleventh, and 
anencreafing radiance in the twelfth and 
thirteenth centuries.”? ‘Thefe caufes, he 
conceives, will admit of a commodious 
divifion. 1. The Arabian fettlements in 
Europe, and their literary and {cientific 
Communications. 2, The- Crufades;—in 
their effeéis on the manners, learning, 
romance, and poetry. 3. The introduc- 
tion of the Roman civil law, together 
with the canon law, into our uniyeriities, 
{chools, and tribunals, . The third and 
at part of this excellent tra&t, exhibits 
a view of the progrefs of learning during 
the. r2th and 13th centuries, and par- 


ticularly of its agtual ftate in different” 


branches and divifions, during the clote 
Of the latter period. We know net to 
whom we are indebted for this ingenious 
and learned publication, but we flatter 
Gertves that the author will lay us un- 
= Kili greater obligation by completing 
a work to which he has given fo mat- 

“Y an introduétion, - Mr. Walker's 


in the firft part of 
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‘Qurefque. The charts and engravings 
which adorn thefe interefting volumes 
uted with elegance, and no doubt 
withaccuracy. ‘¢ A Sketch has been pub- 
lithed of the Wer in Vendee, extracted from 
mauufeript Memoirs, wriiten by General 


“ Analyfis of Refearches into the Orizin and 
Progre}s of Hiflorical Time, from the Crea. 
tion to the Accefiion of C. Caligula,”’ evinces 
much induftry and much learning: but 
he treats many theologians, many chro- 
nologers and critics of the highet re. 
ipectability, both as to charaéter and ta- 
lents, with an infufferable degree of pert- 
nefs and prefumption. In announcing a 
republication of the late Lord Hard- 


wicke’s * Athenian Letters,” we com- 


municate to the public a very valuable 
piece of information : the map which ac- 
companies them, as well as the engrav- 
ings, are excellent. 

From the fearcity, and, we may add, 
the poverty of publications which have 
appeared on 

FINANCE, 

we are forced to conjecture that the 
politicians of both parties unite in opi- 
nion, that the lefs that is faid on this 
ominous fubject the better: we prefume 
not to differ from them, Mr. CHar- 
NOCK’S ‘* Letter on Finance, and on Na- 
tional Defence,” is addrefled to thofe 
fhort-fighted and timid people ‘* who are 
inclined,” truly, ‘to de{pond at the pre- 
fent pofture of public affairs!’ We can- 
not compliment his calculations fo far as 
to fay that they have much elevated our 
{pirits. An anonymous financier has 
cffered to the public fome ‘* Obfervations 
upon the A& for the Redemption of the 
Land-tax,” in which he has thewa ‘* the 
venefits likely to arife from the meature 
both to the public and to individuals :”* 
the author of this fhort tract has fup- 
ported his panegyfic of the meafure with 
fone ingenuity. A few other pamphlets 
have been wiltten on this fubjeh: Sir 
JoHN SINCLaiR’s ‘“ Alarm to Laud- 
holders’? is the tpeech which he delivered 
acainft the meafure in the Houie of Com- 
mons, Mr. Simeon Pope has publifhed 
fome ‘ Interefting Suggestions,” Ke. re- 
fpeéting the land-tax fale and redemptien 
aét. His object is to exhibit the ad ran 
tageous fituation in which landholders 
are placed by it: the pamphict 1s well 
worth attention. The fame may be faid 
ot ae, | Plan far rédaé cig Two Hugcirek 
and Thirty Millians of the Three pir Went. 
Funds,” Xe. &c 5 alfo of A tha ' 
raifing the Supplies during the a 

banker, who has ye Tbomgots 
» a Nea Coinage of Silver,’ &e. DAs 
1s ee eae ious retearch and 
“6 The Theory of the 
lucidated with a8 


evinced much mitritor 
. _' 7 ore 
financial knowiedge. 
National Debt” ise 
much minutencis 2 


be expected from a jxpenay pany 


nd peripicuity as could 
hlet on 
the 
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- the fubject ! The author has added a few 


obfervations on the land-tax and the pre- 
fent fituation of ftockholders. ‘The mat- 
ter contained in ‘* The Reports of the felec 
Commiiice of the Houfe of Commcens on Fi- 
mance, as frefinted tothat Honfe,”’ is mul- 
tifaricus and important: the reports 
themfelves are drawn up with precifion ; 
and many ufeful hints are offered for di- 
minifhing the public expenditure. We 
know not where to arrange with more 
propriety than under, the prefent head, 
Mr. ALLARDYCE’S “ Addre/s to the Pro- 
prictcrs of the Bank (f England.” Mr. 
ALLARDYCE it feems, moved at a gene- 
ral court of the proprictors, ‘ that there 
be laid before this court an account of 
the charge of managing the bufinels of 
the governor and company of the bank of 
England: an account of the expence of 
building: and an account of all other 
expences incurred by the governor and the 
company from the roth of October 1787 
to the roth of O&tober 1797, diftinguith- 
ing the different years and the particulars 
under their refpective heads.”’ This mo- 
tion was contemptuoufly gotten rid of 


‘by moving the previous queftion! Inthe 


appendix to this work is much curious 
information, drawn from documents of 
unqueftionable authority, relative to the 
ftoppage of the bank; fuch as converfa- 
tions and correfpondence with the mini 
fter: accounts of exports and imports ; 
money coined; monies advanced by the 
bank ; amount of treafury bills ; amount 
of the bunk-notes in circulation ; charter 
of the bank, &c. &c. &c. a fhort and 
animated polticript is added to this very 
valuable work, in which, with a becom- 
ing fyirit of independence, Mr. ALLAR- 
DYCE reprobates the connection between 
government and the bank, as diladvan- 
taceous to both parties, as prejudicial to 
the mercantile and manufacturing inte- 
reits in particular, and in contequence to 
the public in general. 
POLITICAL ECONOMY. 

Mr. Wa.bace’s * Fffay on the Ma- 
nufaciures (f Ireland,” was written with 
a view to obtain the premium of fitt 
pounds, wiaich the Royal Irith Academy 
offered tor the beft diflertation on the fub- 
ect. “Vhis «flay, and another by WIL- 
LtaAM PresTON, cig. were the two of 
many others which principally challenged 
the approbation of the acadeiniciarm®: a 
committee of three perions was telected 
to decide on the fupericrity of one; and 
tt fo batpcned that Mr. PRESTON was 
wominated a member of this very com- 
mittee which was appoiuted to decide on 
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the merits of his own performance. With 
infinite modefty he accepted the notin 

tion! the committee fat; the entinasiten 
decided ; and garlanded the bafhful bran, 
of Mr. Pagston! Mr, WALLACE now 
makes his appeal to the public. He opens 
his eflay with an examination of the com. 
parative value of manufactures and agri- 
culture in a-national view, and Oppoics 


the opinion of Dr. Adam Smith, that . 


the capital employed in the latter adds a 
greater value to the annual produce of 
the country than an equal capital em. 
ployed in the former. Mr. Wattace 
atter having difeuffed the relative advan. 
tages of a home and foreign market, de. 
cides in favour ef the former: in reafon- 
ing on this fubjec&t, and on many others 
in the courfe of his work, he clofely fol- 
lows the footfteps of Adam Smith*, On 
the whole, Mr. WALLACE’S ualaurelled 
effay merits much attention.  Porto-Bel- 
lo: or a Plan for the Improvement of the 
Port and City of London,”’ is the.produc- 
tion of a gentleman to whom we are al- 
ready indebted for a moft valuable work on 
the “* State of the Poor,’ Sir FREDERICK 
MorTON EpENn. After having ftated the 
evils refulting from the pretent ftate of 
the port, and the objeétions which lie 
80 the various plans which have 
already been fubmitted to the Houle of 
Commons for its improvement, the ba- 
ronet offers for public difcuffion his own 
plan, which he has illuftrated by plates, 
He propofes that a dock fhould be exca- 
vated in Wapping, capable of contain- 
ing 440 fhips: in order to provide the 
coal and timber trade with a commodious 


ftation near the heart of the metropolis: — 


he alfo propofes that London bridge 


fhould be taken down and rebuilt about 


200 yards above its prefent fituation; 
that government fhould purchale fuch 
buildings as may be neceffary for ware- 
houtes: that new quays be conttructed 
from Towet-Hill to Fith-ftreet-Hill, and 
that the cuftom-houfe be rebuilt in the 
centre between the two. We are incom- 
petent to offer an opinion on the elig!. 





* We are happy in this and every other 
opportunity of calling the public attention te 
Dr. Gravy’s admirable raare es e °° 
Effintial Principles of the Wealth of Nations; | 
Irs to ym a Dofirines of Dr. Adam 
Smith, and others.” Many of the Scotch phi- 
lofophers’ arguments are, in our OpHions 
uafophiftically confuted 5 and it 1s feleom 
that we have feen fo much found fenfe com- 
prefied within fo fmall a corifpafs. - 
‘© Moutbly Magazine,” vol. iv. Ps 505» 38 
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pility of this plan. The anonymous au- 
th of « An Effay on the Principles of Po- 
10 


stim, as it affects the Suture Improve- 
mint 0 "Soctetys”” has interwoven remarks 
on the {peculations of Mefirs. Gedwin, 
Condorcet, ke. Xe. In our laft retro- 
fpect, we mentioned that Mr. Godwin’s 
huge mifhapen montter of philofophy had 
been deeply pierced by the pigmy Iilli- 
tian lance of two feparate pamphletcers: 
the giant 1s now compietely tlain, 

Vitague cum gemitu fuzit indignata {ub umbras. 


The impoflibility of that perfect and 
egual happinefs among men which the 
viionary author of * Political Suffice’ to 
idly auticipates, is argued from the ina- 
bility of the earth, if not to find room* 
for that immente population which would 
refult. from the removal of every fighteit 
obitruétion to its increafe, at leaft to fup- 
ply the food which would be necellary 
tor its exiftence. The author of this 
work gives his opponent every poflible 
advantage, and refutes his hypothefis by 
deduétions drawn from indifputable data. 
Mr. Goon’s * Difertation ca the beft 
Means of Maintcining and Employing tbe 
Poor in Parifh Workboufest,** well merits 
the honour of being ** publifhed at the 
requett of the fociety for the encourage- 
ment of arts, manufactures, and com- 
merce,’ the fixteenth volume ot whofe 
“ Tranfactions”’ has lately been publith- 
ed. * The Repertory of Arts and Manu- 
faciures,”* preferves itscharacter. 
POLITICS. 

The fretful Peter Porcupine has again 
brittled his quills: in his «* Repubican 
judze;” he complains mot bitterly again 
the American judicatory in which his own 
caufe was tried. Mr. Copper, it feems, 
isthe publither of a newfpaper in Phila- 
delphia, called ‘* Porcupine’s Gazette,” 
in which he lately inferted fuch ftrictures 
on the king of Spain and his minitter-pie- 


Ripotentiary to the United States of 


America, the Chevalier Charles Marti- 
nez de ¥rujo, that orders were iffued by 
the federal diftri@ court, in confequence 
O application from: his moft catholic 
majefty, for profecuting the libeilift. 
“ter Porcupine complains of partiality 


ee 
ence 





~ It has been fuggetted by a fanciful fpe- 
rs, that when the prefent furface of the 
ae Sompietely occupied, a fecond ftory 
lances’ rected for the accommodation of a 
band paay. See an ingenious ¢ff2y on 
snes 00n in Lhe Cabinet. Vol. is p. 195. 

- f or tome difcufiion relative to this work, 
ot Magazines for Nevember and Decem- 
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uef juitice. M*KEan; and 
certainly, his addrefs to the grand jury, 


frem the chief 


if Mr. Coobet’s report of it be accurate, 
merits the teverett reprehenfion. The 
comparifon which Mr. Copper inttitutes 
between the profecution for a libel in this 
country and the profecution in America, 
betrays utter ignorance of the proceed- 

ings of an Englith tribunal. We reall 

teel but little difpofed to {ympathize wit 
Mr. Conger in his misfortunes: we 
protels to be warm and zealous advocates 
ter the liberty of the prets, and therefore 
are we eager to reftrain its licentiou{nefs. 
The appeal which Peter Porcupine has 
now made to the people of England, is fo 
grofs, fo iniulting, fo libellous in its lan- 
guage, that we fhould have felt but little 
‘regret to have heard that the federal court 
had once more taken him under its cog- 
nizance, Mr. ANTHONY RoBINson 
has given us ** A View of the Caufes and 
Confequences of Englifh Wars, from the In- 
vajfioi: of this Couniry by Fulius Cafar to 
the Prejent Time: one would almott flat- 
ter onelelf, that a view of this fort 
would tuftice to fhow the people how little 
advantage they ia general derive frem 
wars ; here the conqueror is ftript of the 
gaudy trappings, which hide his terocious 
features and his blgod-ftained limbs: the 
plumage is torn from his brows, and the 
montter is expofed with all his deformity. 
We have often heen difpofed to regret 
that the challenge to fingle combat, which 
the fiery Francis fent to his rival Charles 
the fifth, was refufed by the cold-blooded 
emperor: his acceptance of it might have 
introduced a fathion which had faved the 
maffacre of millions. But if nations will 
uarrel, and emperors decline to fight, 
why not ftake the fate of Alba and of 
Rome cn the fwords of fele&ted champi- 
ons, on the proweis of Horatii and Cu- 
ratii, once more? Dr. R. WaTsON, of 
unfortunate publicity, has edited the 
‘ Political Works” of one of the greateit 
men of his age, Andrew Fletcher, of. 
Salton: he has prefixed to this edition a 
{ketch of his life, with moral, philofophi- 
cal and political ob/ervations. Sir JOHN 
DaLryMPLeE has publithed a ridiculous 
work, ‘éc Cenfequences of the French I NAVa- 
fon: it confilts of a number of caricature 
engravings, reprefenting im fucceflion the 
confequence which would paturally, of 
rather inevitably follow a fuccelstui inva- 
fion of Britain by France.” To excite 
the commiferation of Englihmen towards 
the anticipated fufferings of their bee 
trymen, and to infpire them with borror 
and déteftation at the ferocity of them in- 
vaders, 
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waders, the patriotic baronet has, in one 
of the plates, reprefented the fpeaker of 
the houfe of commons as gagged with a 
drum-ftick: Mr. Pitt and Mr. Dun- 
pas are tied by the leg and neck with an 
iron chain! In another plate is 2 Fyench 
major-general adminiftering a cly{ter to a 
fat Englifhman! Sir JoHN DALRYMPLE 
ferioully fuppofes that fuch-nonfenle as 
this is to infpire his countrymen with 
fpirit and unanimity to oppofe an invafion! 
The ‘* Repert of the Committee of the 
Houfe of Commons relative to the Treatment 
of Prifoners of War,’ exculpates the na- 
tional character from the charge which 
has been brought againit it of harfh and 
uncivilized ulage towards thofe unfortu- 
nate captives : we cannot but be of opi- 
nion, however, that the committee de- 
grades its own dignity by a paltry unfub- 
ttantiated retaliation. From their own 
yeport, it appears that the French pri- 
foners in this country have occafionally 
fuffered by the rapacity or negligence of 
individual contractors: and from a letter 
of the Enplifh agent at Paris, Mr. Swin- 
BURN, it appears, that although fimilar 
abufes have, in fome inftances, taken 
place in France, the Englifh prifoners are 
plentitully provided and comfortably 
taken careof. In our Jaft retrofpeé& we 
noticed Mr. AUFRERE’s ‘* Waraing to 
Britens,’’ a pamphiet in which the out- 
sages of the French towards the Suabian 
peafants were pittured, we hope, with 
an exaggerating pencil: a fimilar publi- 
cation has lately appeared, exhibiting a 
view of the atrocities perpetrated by Ge- 
neral Jourdain’s army, when it over-ran 
Franconia. This pamphlet is entitled, 
“© Anecdotes and Charaétcrifiic Traits re- 
SpeGing the Incurficn of the French Repub- 
licans into Franconia in the Year 1796, by 
an Eye-Witnefs.” A tvanilation has ap- 

eared trom the French of Mr. De Ca- 
onan “© Leiter to the Author of the Con- 
Sidcrations upon the State of Public Affairs 
&t the commencement of the Year 1798.” 
Mr. De Calonne, after paffing fome high, 
and, we think, ill-merited encomiums on 
the author, ftates it as his opinion, that 
in merely protvéag the continuance of the 
war with France, to be .eflential to the 
intercfts of England, he has only half ac- 
complifhed what he ought to have had in 
view; namely, ‘to fhew in what manner 
the war may be focontinued as to produce 
advantages proportioned to the evils it in- 
fli&ts, and how to manage, that this we- 
cefary calamity mcy not become an infup- 
portatle calamity.’ Mr. De Caloung con- 
fiders, theietove, that it is the policy of 
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England to hinder a continental peace 
and to revive a new coalition, not indeed 
of all the European powers againft Franc 
for fuch a coaliticn he juftly deems chi 
merical, as we do the probability of that 
triple alliance of Avttria, Pruffia, ang 
England, which he {eems to anticipate 
againit the common enemy. In this 
pamphlet are many fenfible and intereftin 
obfervations. “4 Couniry Clergyman’ in 
his * Letter to the Right Honourable iii. 
liam Pim,”’ is fo vasity tacetious, his ad. 
vice is fo humourous and jocular, that we 
are at a lofs to know what the author 
aims at. Mr. WaAKEFIELD’S © Letteyp 
to Sir Fohn Scott, cn the SubjeE of a late 
Trial,’ is written with that forcible 
eloquence which ever diltinguithes his po. 
litical pamphlets. Bithop Warson’s 
*¢ Charge io the Clergy of the Discefe of 
Landaff,” is intended as a fupplement to 
his late ** Addrefs ;°° one would think it 
were unneceflary—it certainly is unge. 
nercus—to exagyerate the immoralities of 
the French. What occzfion can there be 
to izfinuate, as the Bifhop of LANDaFF 
has done, that the ceremony of marriage 
has ceafed ? that French equality fignifes 
acommunity of propeity ? that the French 
*‘ ftrip the pooreft of every thing they 
pofleis; plunder their cottages, and fet 
them on fire when the plunder is exhautt- 
ed ; tcrture the owners to difcover their 
wealth,’ &c. &c. The learned prelate 
fhould avoid thefe idle exaggerations, or 
he will lower himfeif to a level with the 
commoneft pamphleteers of theday. A 
tranflaticn has appeared of a fmall traf, 
entitled * Coup doeil fur le renverfement 
de la Suiffe :’* it is written with indignant 
eloquence by fome one who appears to 
have fuffered from the revolution. The 
author’s account of the political {:tuation 
of the Swifs peafantry, is very different 
from that which was given by Miis WIL- 
Liams (ice our laft Retrofpect). M. 
LAVATER, inhis ** Remonfirance,” to the 
French Dire&tory, breathes the {pirit of 
patriotifm ; that the anfwer which he re 
ceived from REWBELL was unfatisfac- 
tory, will not appear wonderful, when it 
is known that his requeft was no lefs than 
that the power of France fhould be with- 


-drawn from the Cantons, and the money 


repaid which the invaders had feized. 
Dean NicHOLLs’s ‘* Comfiderations ont 
Prefent Times,” &c. are animated, oo 
occafionally intemperate. “6 The 4 
Mercury” appears once a fortnight Bes 
frofefics to give an account of the a 
cal itate of Europe; M. MALLET 


Pan is the author of this work, which > 
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+s its infancy. A very curious and in- 
rereting (i genuine) volume has been 

iblifmed, contaming copies of the ori- 

‘gal letcers from the army of General 
Ruonaparte in Egypt to their friends in 
France. ‘Lhefe letters are faid to have 
been intercepted by us and the Turks. 
Tieeditor Las accompanied them with 
notes ; but he pofleites not fuficient dig- 
nity and elevation of foul to look on an 
enemy, though brave, with coolnefs and 
complacency : the notes therefore are, 
many o° them, mean and abufive, Among 
the poiitical iquibs of inferior merit, the 
following, perhaps, may be iaid to rife 
anove the level of their companions; ** A 
lin Enol'foman’s Addrefs of grat Impor- 
tance to the Natives of Englend,’ &e. 
It recommends the oblivion of all politi- 
al animofities, and the union of all par- 
ties in fupport of government againit 
every effort of the enemy. ‘¢ Letters of 
the Ghoft of Alfred,” &c. are acdrefled to 
Meflis. ERSKINE and Fox,concerning the 
fatetrials. ‘heie letters were pubiifhed 
in “The True Briton,’ about four years 
ago: they are written in a ftrain of in- 
vective ; though certainly not eloquent, 
they are animated; though fevere, they 
have not the coarfenefs and fcurrihty 
which abound in publications of this 
fort. They are contemptible in point of 
argument ; but the fophittry which fup- 
plies its place, though very eafily detect- 
ed, is not deftitute of ingenuity. The 
eal of ABINGTON’S * Letter to Lady 
Loughbcrough, in confequence of her prefen- 
tation of the Colours to the Bloomfbury and 
Inns of Court Affociaiioz,” is ftamped with 
the excentricity of itsauthor. Sir Rouse 
BoucutTon’s § Addrefs io a Parochial 
Meeting, held at Chifuick, to confidtr the 
propricty of a Voluntary Contribution forthe 
Defince of the Country,” is {pirited and 
appropriate, -.-  --- nee 

IRISH POLITICS. 

Although the reafon yet remains which 
we before offered for declining to notice 
the few, and fome of them incemperate 
pamphlets which have appeared on the 
affairs of Ireland, we cannot avoid re- 
commending to fuch.as are defirous of 
making themfelves acquainted with the 
ciftant caufes of the vebellion in that 
country, the perufal of ** A Letter, Ge. 


airefed to bis Royal Highnefs the Prince of 


Wales, upon the prefent State of Ireland.” 
The author takes a flight view, indeed, 
ut tuficient for his purpofe, of the hil- 
tory of Ireland from the commencement 
of the prefent reign, and throws mych 
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light upon the origin of thofe parties and 
principles, which have at various times 
prevailed in that country. He is.a de. 
: preg se ka Jere emancipation 
Cat » tor which he offers yea- 
fons ef variops validity. Two important 
ftate papers have alfo been publithed 
which throw confiderable light on the 
Irith rebellion, namely, « The Reports 
fram the Commitiees of Secrecy of the Houje 
of Lords, and of the Houfe of Commons in. 
ireland; the tormer is reported by the 
earl of Clare, and the latter by lord Cattle. 
reagh. Mr. Arthur O'Connor's work on 
the ‘* State of Ircland” is {o intempe- 
rate, that no bookfeller or printer has 
affixed his name to it. An Irith emi- 
grant has endeavoured to difclofe 6 The 
Caujes of the Redellion.” He appears to 
be well ‘verfed in Irith politics, but in 
many parts of his ftatement, and particu. 
larly in his inveétives, has rather the air 
of adeclamatory advocate than of an im- 
partial narrative. A natural fon of Jord 
Carhampton is the reputed author of 
6 Confideraticns on the Situation to which 
Ireland is reduced by the Government of 
Lord Camden ;” the pamphlet does cred 
to the literary talents of the author who- 
ever he be, but inexpreflible dithoneur to 
his heart. In reply to this pamphlet has 
been publithed, ‘* A Letter to vis Excellency 
the Marquis Cor swellis,”” vindicating the 
conduét of lord Camden from the afper- 
fions contained in it. To this lift of pub- 
lications on Irifh affairs we fthall add but 
one more, and that is ‘* /” iutereffing 
Letter from Ear! Moira, to Colonel M’ Ma- 
hon, on a Change of bts Majefiy’s Minifters, 
with Mr. Fox's Letter to the Uclonel.”’ His 
lordfhip’s letter relates to a {cheme which 
was lait year formed by fome members ot 
the Houfe of Commons tor a new miniitry, 
from which our prefent rulers were to be 
excepted, and fome of the moft obnoxious 
men of the oppofition ; among the latter 
Mr. Fox was ranked ; they wifhed te 
have lord Moira for their leader. The 
fentiments of that nobleman prove his 
high fenfe of honor and propriety. From 
Irifh, we proceed to 


AMERICAN AND FRENCH POLITICS. 


After the full account which was given 
in our diurnal ‘papers of the myfterious 
tranfactions between the French govern- 
ment and the American commiflioners, i t is 
fimply neceflary fer us to mention the tities 
of a few pamphlets which have appeared 
on the fubjeét, as a reference for fuch as 


frous of acquiring further in- 
may be defirou quiring are 
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formation concerning it. Our opinion of 
the bufinefs is, that the American envoys 
were very incompetent to cope with the 
agents of the French government ; the 
former managed their part of the nego- 
ciation with much clumfinefs and intapa- 
city, whilit there is every reafon to be- 
lieve that the latter managed theirs with 
much mean artifice and thuffing. The 
object of ** An Explanation of the ConduZ 
of the French Government in their late Ne- 
gociation with the American Commifianers,”” 
is to difclaim on the part of the former 
the agency of W. X. Y.Z. Mr. Hau- 
teval is the author of the pamphlet; he 
appears to have acted merely as an inter- 
reter. The minifter of foreign affairs 
Pimielf, M. Talleyrand, has thought 
it neceflary to exculpate, at leait t2 attempt 
an exculpation of himfeif from the dif- 
graceful charges whichare brought again 
him in the bufinefs; with this view he 
has publifhed, ** Stridures on the Amevi- 
can State Papers, &c. including the official 
Correfpondence with the American Envoys 
at Paris.’ Itappears even from this very 
pamphlet, that two out of the four in- 
trigvers, namely Z. and Y. (M. Hau- 
teval and Mr. Bellamy), were commif- 
fioned by the miniiter to negociate with 
the envoys. ‘* The whole of the official 
correfpondence’’ has allo been publithed 
*¢ between the Envoys of the American 
States, and M. Tell:yrand on the fubje? of 
the Difpute between the two Countries.” 
<¢ The Steech*’ which Mr. Goodloe 
Harper delivered in the houle of Repre- 
ferftatives of the United States, ** on the 
Foreign Intercourfe Bill,” contains an ani- 
mated defence of America in its late con- 
duét with the French republic. 
GENEALOGY. 

ANDREW STUART, efq. a lineal de- 
fcendant from the ancient kings of Scot- 
land, has publifhed ‘* 4 genealogical Hif- 
tory of the Stewarts, from the earlicjt Pe- 
riod of their authentic Hiftory to the trefint 
Times, &c. This moft dry and laborious 
compilation is exécuted with great  in- 
duftry and judgment. It will be read 
with avidity, perhaps, by thewide-fpread 
race of Stewarts; but to the literary 
world in general, it is furely a moft un- 
interefting work: its utility, however, 
to the hiltorian is unqueftionable. ‘This 
circumftance ftamps a value on Mr. Be- 
THAM’S ‘§ Genealogical Tables of the Sove- 
reigns of the World, jrom the earlicft to the 
frejent Period,” &c. The tables, which 
‘an general -are given from the beft autho- 
rities, and are drawn up with much aceu- 
racy, are fo conftruéted as to form a feries 


of chronology. <i The Baronage of Scot 
land Is aN incipient work, which, if * 
dicioully executed, may certainly be of 
national utility ; the firft volume op) is 
yet publifhed, of which the greater ‘ 
was long ago compiled and printed by Sir 
Robert Douglas: the completion of this 
extenfive work has been reserved for ei. 
tors who feem more ¢apable of doing it 
than the baronet who begum it, Th. 
anonymous author of a pamphlet entitled 
“ RefleZions on the Augmentation cf the 
Exgita Peerage,’ &c. dufplays much hit. 
torical and biographical learning. We 
proceed to the more ufeful and inierefine 
fubject of ~ . 
‘GEOGRAPHY. 

Few works have come before us on 
this fcience: Mr. Rogpert Heron's 
“¢ New ond Complete Syftem of Univerfat 
Gecgraphy,” &c. contains a great deal of 
matter on cellateral fubjects, biftory, af. 
tronomy, &c. which, although it duces 
its value in the eyes of the profeffed ftu- 
dent in geography, muft certainly be ac- 
knowledged to give it an additional in- 
tereft to the gencral reader. Morse’s 
American Geography, and GuTHRIE's 
Geographical Grammar, with the works 
of many other refpeétable writers have 
largely contributed to Mr. H's ufeful com- 
pilation; a philofophical view of univerial 
hiftory is added to it, which is the or- 
ginal produétion of Mr. Heron. The 
name of Mr. CRUTTWELL is already 
known to the world from the ‘ Gazei- 
teers’ which he publlfhed fome time ago, 
of France and of the Netherlands ;_ he has 
now enlarged his plan, and publifhed a 
“© New Univerful Gazetteer or Geogrepli- 
cal Diéttioncery: This work in point of 
general accuracy far exceeds any fimmitar 
publication: it contains twenty- {ix whiose 
fheet maps, which have received {yen 
alterations and corrections as recent dit- 
coveries rendered neceffary ; and when 
Mr. CRUTTWELL ftates that ‘ in every 

icle, truth, accuracy, and impartiality 
have been confidered as fundamental pril- 
ciples, and invariably purfued,”* he claims 
no merit to which he is not honeltly em 
titled. Mr. PERKINS’s “ Geographia An 
tiqgue Princifia’ is a neat and uleful 1" 
trodu€tion to the knowledge of Ancient 
Geography. 

TOP@GRAPHY AND ANTIQUITIES. 

Mr. Jonny NicHo ts has publithed hi 
fecond part of the fecond volume of 
“ Hijtory and Antiquities of the ones 
Leicefce : this ‘large volume contains | 
vatt fund of matter, and, if posible, 1 


‘ 1? . at nor 
creafes the reputation which its #0 bi 
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has already acquired, _for indefatigable 
diligence and perfevering refearch ; the 
fabjest of which it principally treats isa 
very interefting one, namely the religious 
foundations in Leicefter. With much an. 
tiquarian and topographical information, 
Mr. Nichols has judicioufly intermingled 
avariety of anecdotes and biographical 
fetches. A monument, difcovered by 
the Count Path of Krinen, in the ifland 
ef Nios, anciently called- Ios, was fup- 
fed to be the tomb of Homer, and un- 
der that idea it was carried into Ruffia. 
Mr. C. G. Heyne has publifhed with 
‘luftrations, and notes, ‘* The Pretended 
Tomb of Homer :*’ dxawn by Dominic Fio- 
illo, trom a ketch’ of M. le Chevalier. 
From the inequality of workmanfhip in 
the farcophagus, and the mixture of Ro- 
man and Greciart ftyle in the relievo, Mr. 
Herne plaufibly conjectures, that “ fome 
Roman who lived in the ifland had em- 
ployed different hands to execute this far- 
cophagus; or perhaps finding a Greek 
work in an imperfeét ftate, he finifhed it. 
M. Le Chevalier mentions no int{crip- 
tion on the farcophagus ; fo that in that 
patticular we are very far trom the tomb 
of Homer.” Mr. Salmon’s ‘* Defcription 
of the Works of Art of ancient and modern 
Rome, Gc.” is a compilation ot inferior 
merit: one volume only is yet publifhed. 
An anonymous writer who feems well 
qualified tor this and more arduous under- 
takings has publifhed ‘* 4 Bricf Account 
of Stratford upon Avon, with a particular 
Defcription and Survey of the Collegiate 
Church, the Mausoleum of Shakfpeare, Xe. 
@ biographical fketch is added of thrve 
prelates who derive their furnames from 
Stratford, the place of their nativity. 
VOYAGFS, TRAVELS AND TOURS. 
Weare indebted to Mr. Co“Lins for 
an interefting-** Accouxt of the Engéife Ca- 
lony in New South Wales: It dogs not 
appear that the terrible mortality ainong 
the conviéts, and the multiplied fard- 
hips endured by thofe who remained alive, 
ad any favourable ‘effeét on their conta- 
minated morals ; famine repeatedly ftared 
them in the face, but intoxication was re- 
lorted to as the * {weet oblivious anti- 
cote” of all their forrows! “ Webb, 
the fettler near Paramatta, having pro- 
Cured a ftill from England, found it more 


Prottable to obtain an afdent diaboli¢al 


tit trom his wheat, than to fend it to 
Rore and receive ten fhil¥ngs per 
uihel from the cemmiflary.”” ‘To the 


stedit of M‘Donanp, he forewent the 
advantage ariimg from fuch pernicious 
Waffic, and having a mill, he ground and 
- Monturty Mac. No. Xb» 





£, 


drefled his wheat and fold .« a: foov-ponce 
nt ya — : rere afRr's that, no 
atscebesnie er of religion is te be found 
ae g natives : they yorthip no pla- 
et; no clement, nothing animate or in- 
animate, natural or artificials This ap- 
_ pears to be the cafe among the natives of 
Caffraria. Captain Stout who com- 
manded the fhip Hercules, has publithed 
a painful ‘* Narrative’? of her lo{s on that 
coaft; on the 18th of June 1796; tocether 
with a detail of his travels through the 
fouthern coaft of Africa and the colonies 
to the Cape of Good Hope. Notwith- 
ftanding thefe wandering children of na- 
ture who are fcattered over the African 
world, thele favages as they are called 
by thofe civilized barbarians, “ thofe en- 
lightened favages, who, under the ap. 
pellation of Chriffians and Dutcimen, {et . 
tled themfelves by vioience on the foutherm 
promontory :’’ notwithftanding thefe ‘in- 
habitants of Caffraria have no faint idea 
of the fuperintendence of an omnipotent 
and univerfal providence, to their huma- 
nity and their open unfufpicious hofpita- 
lity, was the thipwtecked crew of the 
Hercules indebted for its prefervations 
protection, and fafe arrival at the Cape. 
Captain Srout’s narrative is drawn up 
with ability, it abounds with curious 
faéts, and from its fimplicity we can have 
no queftion of its truth. The reflections 
which occur are infinitely more creditable 
than thofe deteftable, narrow-minded fen- 
timents which difgrace Mr. COLLINS’s 
work: we refer to the curfed palicy which 
suects his eulogium,. of enchaining the 
rhind of man for the purpofe of enflaving 
the body.» Mr. Brooxe’s * Objerwa- 
tions on the Manners and Cujloms of Italy,’ 
if not very novel or prétound, are not 
wholly deititute of ufeful information: 
Mr. Brooke feems to be a good hu- 
moured traveller, and is certainly an er- 
tertaining writer; hig volume abounds 
with lively anecdotes, nrany of which, 
though not abfolutely indelicate, are to- 
lerably {picy : the title page of his book 
is very trumpery—a hand-bill—the hand- 
bill of a mere quack. It is now upwards of 
halfa ceultiry encotll publication of ** Aff. 
Iey’s Voyages and Travels;” they have 
multiplied to fuch an amazing degree 
fince that time that Dr. Mavor’s ‘ #i1/- 
’ gorical Account of the moft celebrated Voyages, 
Travels, and Difcoveries fram the time of 
Columbus to the prefent pericd,” will cere 
tainly be regarded as’ a very ufeful and 


mable compilation: it is publithed m.: 
feafonable comp OO tae 


twenty duodecimo volumes. vet 
mett intelligent and intrepid travelier Mr. 
’ 38 MUNGO 
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ee Parx is preparing for publication 
a detail of his progrefs among the Lybian 
deferts, the very: refpectable ** Affociation 
for promoting the Difcovery of the interior 
parts of Africa’ has gratified the curiofity 
of its fub{cribers, by privting thofe of its 
*¢ Proceedings *’ which contain an abftraé 
of Mr. Park's account*. This abftra& 
is abridged from his own minutes by Mr. 
Bryan Epwarps, ani the geographi- 
cal illuftrations, as well of North Africa 
at large as of Mr. Park’s jourrey in par- 
ticular, are given by the learned and in- 
nb Major RENNEL. Some of Mr. 

ARK'S geographical difcoveries we no- 
ticed in the account juft referred to below ; 
particularly the eaffavard courle of the 
Niger, which is now firft fettled from 
ocular obfervaticn, and the probability of 
its junétion, not with the waters of the 
Nile, but with the broad lake of Wan- 
gara. Mr. Parx explored the interior of 
Africa to the diftance of t100 miles in a 
direct line from Cape Verd: his traét in 
going was bounded by the rsth, and in 
returning bythe 12th parallel of latitude: 
he found the country inhabited by three 
diftin& races, the Mandingas, natives of 
Nigritia; the Foulahs, or white Ethio- 

ians ; and the Moors, natives of Arabia. 

he firft, like thei: fouthern brethren, 
the Caffrarians, are ‘remarkably hofpita- 
ble and kind-hearted: the Moors, like 
their Arabian anceftors, are wandering 
fhepherds who regard the Chriftians with 
fach inconceivable abhorrence, that to 
avoid falling into their ferocious hands 
was a matter of indifpenfable neceflity: 
The Foulahs have a fort of intermediate 
chara&ter : without the cruelty of the one 
or the corgiality of the other. The ar- 
rangement of Mr. Park’s materials muft 
be a work of labour and of time, and the 
publication of his travels will be looked for- 
ward to with impatience. A tranflation has 
appeared of M. Van Braam’s * Au- 
thentic Narrative of the Journey of the Em- 
baffy of the Dutch Eaft India Company to the 
Court of the Emperor of China, 1n the year 


502 [Sup, 
Lord MACARTNEY’s Embafly to O}; 
it cannot be expected to contain — 
formation which has not already been be 
fore the public. A great deal of ad 
curious and interefting information wil 
be obtained from. the perufal of Mr 
GEORGE FORSTER’s  Fourney frop, 
Bengal to England through the northern part 
of India, Kafhmire, Afghaniflan, and Per. 
fia, and into Ruffia by the Cafpian Sea: 
The charaéter of Mr. Forster (who is 
in the fervice of the Eaft India Company) 
has long fince been made known to us by 
Major RENNEL, and from this charade; 
we are authorifed to place much conf- 
dence in the accuracy of his information, 
The late Captain George Vancouve;’s 
** Voyage of Difcovery to the North Pacific 
Ocean and round the World”? is publithed, 
in three {plendid quarto voluines ; this 
voyage was undertaken by his majefty's 
command, principally with a view to af- 
certain the exiftence of any navigable 
communication between the North Pacific 
and North Atlantic oceans; it was per 
formed in the years 1790, 91, 92, 93, 94y 
and 95, in the Difcovery floop of war, 
and armed tender Chatham. The veflels 
pafled Deftruétion Ifland, and at laft en- 
tered the fuppofed itrait of John Be Fuca, 
about lat. 48% 20’. Nootka Sound is one 
part of a clufter of iflands within which 
there is a navigable pafflage, but on the 
eaft of thefe, the continent is difcovered 
with infurmountable impediments to the 
long-fought navigation! Nothing perhaps 
does more honour to the prelent reign 
than the {pirit of navigation which it has 
encouraged, and the various voyages of 
difcovery which it has petronifed: this 
{pirit was imbibed by our neighbours on 
the continent ; Seseile was the laft voyage 
of Cook made known by the tragical end 
of the illuftrious chief of the expedition, 
than France projected the plan of a voyage 
of difcovery, in order to concur m per- 
feSting the knowledge of the globe. Ia 
the year 1785 an expedition failed from 
Breit under the command of the Sieur ¢¢ 
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3794—5S, (fubfequent to that of the Earl 
@f Macartney); to this very interefting 
publication is added a neat and accurate 
chart of the route. “* The Fournal” is 
publifhed of Mr. S. HoLmes, made dar- 
lg his xttendance as one of the guards on 





* Our readers will doubtlefs recolle@& the 
iatercfting account whieh in a former volume 
we were enabled to give them of this fociety, 
by the favour and politeneds of one of its 
fubiciibers, See Monthly Magazine, Vol. 
iv. p. 369, and Vol. v. p. 449. Sce aifo 
Menshly Review, Val. ii. of the new fegics, 


‘la Péroufe, who, like his precurfor, Cap- 


tain Cook, loft his life in the ardour 0 
difcovery. La Péroule’s Voyage roun 
the World” is publifhed, in_conformity 
to a decree of the National Affembly, and 
it is tranflated into Englifh, in three 
volumes octavo, with plates. By order 0 
the inag, the Academy of Sciences drew 
up a memoir for the ufe and direftuon 0 


‘the learned and {cientific perfons embark 


- 
under the orders of M. de fa Peron 
The obfervations made, and the aay § 
xeconuacaded ia this memo are T . 











VoL. VI.J 


to the 


s. Chemiitry. 4- Anatomy. 5. Zoology. 
¢. Mineralogy. 7- Botany. 8. Examina- 
ion of the nature of the air. 9. Examina- 
tion of water. It 1s confolatory, that 
notwithftanding the proccedings and dif- 
coveries made m the courfe of the voyage 
were unfortunate to the lives of Péroule 
and his companions, they were not fo 
either to their fame, of the interefts of 
feience or fociety. (Fur a@ more parti- 
cular account, fee our Isf: vol. p. 445.) 
Mr. FELTHAM’S ‘* Tour through the Ifend 
of Maun” contains much interefting in- 
formation, relative to its hiftory, confti- 
tution, laws, commerce, agriculture, fith- 
ery, &c. Some of us recollect with plea- 
fure the tour through this ifland which 
Mr. David Robinfon publifhed about half 
adozen years aga. Dr. Mavor’s * Bri- 
fib Tourifts"* is an ufetul compilation. 
BIOGRAPHY: 

The work which principally excites at- 
tention in this department is Dr. Bis- 
seT’s * Life of Edmund Burke.” It is 
unfortunate for this great man that he has 
hitherto had no biographer of competent 
‘ability, judgment, and impartiality ; 
Mr. M‘C@RMICK’s memoirs were mea- 
gre, and the comparifon inftituted between 
different paffages in the works and fpeeches 
of this celebrated fenator, in order to efta- 
blith a charge of inconfiltency, ufuped a 
very immoderate portion of the volume. 
If, in his narrative, Mr. M‘CorMICK, 
however, appeared fomewhat in the clia- 
ratter of a counfel for the profecution, 
the pleadings of Dr, BisseT~ in bebalt 
of his elient equally remind us of the 
fophiftry and cireumlocution of a barrifter. 
Dr. Bisse appears to have had in view 
two objects: firft, to repel the charge 
which has been fo powerfuily urged againft 
Mr. Burke, of political inconfittency; the 
Dottor works hard at this unprofitable 
tak—this fifyphean labour. Indeed one 
coniequence is obvious: if Mr. Burke re- 
mained through life a confiltent fenator, 
then all thofe triends, with whom in the 
early period of his career he aéted in uni- 
ion, and againit whom in latter life he 
acted in oppofition—nay, in decided and 
inveterate hoftility, mutt take the difgrace 
et political obliquity cn their own 
on 5 Mr. Burke's biographer, with- 
aca preer throws this difgrace upon 

its this is the firit objeé&t; the lait, 
Pethaps not the leaft, appears to be the 
play ot Dr. Bisser’s ‘* variegated 
ag and ‘ ratiocinative” itrength : 

otterwife is to be aceounted tor, 
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following heads: 1. Geometry, 
Aftronomy; and Mechanics. 2. Phyfics. 


that multifarious and irrelevant matter 
with which this biography is. burdened ? 
fo much criticifin, fo much metaphyfics, 
fo much difquifition, and fuch feiquipe- 
dalian periods ! Di. Bisset, however, 
is by no means without merit ; his volume 
Contains much interefting information re- 
lative to the private life of Mr. Burke, 
and throughout the whole, he has evinced 
a laudable and Jarge thare of induftry. 
M. CLery, the French king’s valet de 
chambre, has publithed “4 Fournal of 
what happened at the Tower of the Tem- 
ple during the captivity of Lewis XVI. 
We {carcely remember that a more heart« 
rending narrative has come betore us! It 
begins at the epocha of the roth of Aue 
guit, when M. CLery was in the fervice 
of the Dauphin. We thould hope it is 
quite impoflible for an Englifhman te 
form a conception of the brutal and in- 
fulting treatment, the infamous outrages 
which this unfortunate man fuffered during 
his confinement: but if the character of 
cowardly unfeeling ruffians attaches to the 
guards of Lewis, in what language are 
we to exprefs our abhorrence of thofe 
meaner cowards, thofe more hardened and 
unfeeling ruffians who could employ them! 
who could expofe an illuftrious fufferer, 
a fallen, and now harmlefs monarch, un- 
protected, to the fcoffs and cruel mock 
eries of a fet of dirty municipal officers ! 
M. CLery’s journal is written with a 
mildnefs the moft engaging, witha im- 
plicity and artleffhefs the moft touching ! 
The Bisuop of Lonpow has publithed 
a new edition (thefifth) of his * Reyer 
of the Lité and Charaéer of the Right Reve 
Dr. Thomas Secker, late Lord Archbifbop 
of Canterbury.” Dr. Smitu’s “ Life of 
St. Columbia, the Apofile and Patron Saint 
of the ancient Scots and Pié?s, &e.’* con- 
tains a great number of marvellous ftories, 
fome tending to the glory of God, and 
fome to the glory of the faint ; the greater 
art of which, it is evident, obtain credit 
trom the faithful biographer. The Lifé 
of the Rev. ames Coigley 5 Objervations. 
ox his Trial; an Addrefs to the People of 
Ireland; and feveral interefling letters 
are publifhed, * all written by bimjelf, 
during bis confinement in Maidfione Gaal. 
“The Biographical Memoirs of Eighty 
living Public Charaders of I 798” are writ- 
ten with accuracy and impartiality; this 
sublication is to be continued annually, 
and promifes to enjoy a large vant . 
popularity. A tranilation has appeare ; 
Citizen CORANCEZ’ * Anecdotes of the 
twelve lafi Years ese lafe of J J . . “f 
. ” ” } In” 4 
Jean,” they ave watereming a degree 
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degree; few of them being generally 
known, and aljl of them elucidating the 


character of that miferable man. 


CLASSICAL LITERATURE, 

The only work which we can find on 
this fubjeét, is Profeflor Porson’s 
«© EYPHIIAOY OPELTHE.”” In a forjer 
Retrolpeét we noticed his valuable edition 
of “ The Hecuba of Euripides:”* it is with 
great pleafure we announce the continuance 

sof Mr, Porson’s labours upon this-tra- 
gedian. To thofe who are at all ac- 
quainted with the exquifite acutenefs, the 
confummate judgment, and the profound 
erudition of Mr. Porson, it is quite 
unneceflary to fay how extremely valua- 
ble is this edition of Oreftes, and how 
much -illuftration the play has derived 
from his mafterly fkill. It cannot but be 
confidered as the fevereft ceniure on the 
temerity of vulgar commentators, that 


’ the learned Protetlor confines his conjec- 


tures to his notes, and with the utmoft 
modeity and caution, never ventures to 
alter or add one letter to his text but upon 
the ftrongeft grounds, and in caijes of the 
gmoft unequivocal neceflity. 

_ PHILOLOGY AND CRITICISM. 

“ The Saxon and Englifh Languages re- 
ciprocally illuftrative of each,” &c. In this 
work Mr. HENsHALL profefles to exem- 
plity the impraéticability of acquiring an 
accurate knowledge of Saxon literature 
through the medium of Latin phrafeology, 
by the errors of Hickes, Wilkins, Gib- 
fon, and ower fcholars. The laborious 
efforts of thefe and other learned men, are 
reprehended with much arrogance, and 
from the ipecimen which Mr. HENSHALL 
has given of his own ‘¢ radical tranfla- 
tion,” of a Saxon MS, it does not ap- 
pear that his cenfure is to be jultified by 
any fuperior accuracy or {kill which him- 
{elf poffefles. Mr. Monck Mason has 
Jong been known as a commentator on 
Shak{peare; he is now endeavouring to 
seicue, from unmerited negleé&, the works 
of Beaumont and Fletcher, by publifhing 
** Comments” on their plays. The ho- 
nourable annotator, difplays’ confider- 

_able ingenuity in fome of his conjectural 
criticifms; but he would have fhewn 
more induftry, and would have been a 
more valuable editor, had he rather ex- 
amined the ancient copies than employed 
his time in fanciful emendations. ©” 
NATURAL HISTORY AND PHILOSOPHY, 

A fellow of the Linnzan fociety, Mr. 

Frederick Kanmacher, has publifhec with 

_ confiderable additions and improvements, 

"a new edition of the late Mr. Adams’ 
* Lfeys on the Micrafcope. It thay not 
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be amifs to ftate in the author’ 

what thefe additions are: « Acommite 
the lateft improvements which have been 
made in the conftruétion of microfcopes 

particularly the lucernal. A defcription 
of the glals, pearl, and micrometers, as 
made by Mr. Coventry, and others, ‘Ary 
arrangement and deicription of minute 
and rare fhells. A defcriptive lift of g 
variety of vegetable feeds. Inftruction; 
for collecting and preferving infects, to. 
gether with direStions for forming a ca. 
binet. A copious lift of objeés for the 
microfcope, and a lift of Mr. Cuftance’s 
fine vegetable cuttings. With refpe& to 
the plates, three new engravings are in- 
troduced, viz. PlateIV. exhibiting the 
moft improved compound microfcopes, 
with their apparatus, Plate XIV. mi- 
crofcopical figures, and minute and rare 
fhells. Plate XV. a variety of vegetable 
feeds, p. xix,’ Mr. Stackhowfe has pub- 
lithed a fecond number of his * Nereis 
Britanaica ; oy, a@ Botanical Dejcription os 
Britifb Marine Plants.” 0 the prefaceto 
the tormer number, were fome ingenious 
phyfiological obfervations on the ftruc- 
ture and fruttification of fuci.~ In the 
preface to the prefent number the fubject 
is continued, and the microfcopical re, 
fearches of Mr. SracKHOUSE have ena- 

bled him to accomplifh what he before ex- 

prefled a hope that his inveftigation might 

lead ta, namely, the removal of that op- 

probium which refts on this part of the 

clafs cryptegamia, by fubftituting fome 

more diicriminative. arrangement of the 

fuci. Mr. StackHouse divides them 

into fix genera, and afligns to each genus 

its fuberdinate {pecies, according to the 
different modes of fructification, ‘The pre- 

fent number contains the characters, {y- 
nonyms, defcriptions, and coloured ngures 
of twenty f{pecies: ten of thefe are now. 
figured for the firft time, and four of them 

are entirely new. ‘* Siapelie Nove :” Mr, 
Maion has given in four tafciculi, a col- 
leGtion of forty new fpecies of this rare 
genus of plants, difcovered in the interyor 
parts of Africa. The ftapelia, from 18 
wonderful continence of water amidit a 
fevereft drought, and on the meft arid 
foils, has, by a very elegant and happy 
fimilitude, been called * the camel et, the 
vegetable world ;” naturalitts yet ag 
concerning the fource of its fupp'y he 
thofe torrid regions where the air an 7 : . 

earth are equally deftitute of mol babe 
Like the camel, it is fuppofed to smpn r 
occafionally vat quantities of fluid, ot 
retain them to fupply the aansamaag oo 
drier feafons ; its roots, mersovels | 


? 








toabforb fluids with peculiar activity, and 
the leaves, to peripire in a very {mal} de- 
ee. The Linnzan Society has publithed 

3 fourth volume of its ‘* Tranjactions,”’ 
containing, it is unneceffary to tay, much 
curious matter. Mr. SYMONS’ ‘* Synop- 
fs plantarum, infulis Britannicts indigena- 
rum,” is executed with much neatnets and 
elegance: the priefts of the Linnzan tem- 
le are not intolerant, or Mr..Symons 
would not hive dared the profanation of 
its eftablifhed doctrines, at leaft, he would 
not have found it to bea venial crime* ; 
relying on their clemency, he has ven. 
tured to explode from his botanic f¥item 
the three clafles monecta, diecia, and 
lygamia, arranging the plants which be- 
Jeng to them under the clafles charac. 
terized from number. Some other altera- 
tions too are rifqued ; among them are 
the removal of orches from gyzandria to 
diandria ; and of viola trom /yngenefia to 
pentandria. Dr, SIBTHORP:’s “ Flora 
Oxonienfis’? is executed with dilizence 
and accuracy: the fame may be faid of 
Mr. Forsytu’s ‘* Botanical Nomencla- 
tor.”’ ‘‘Menthe Britannica;’’ Mr. Soue’s 
new botanical arrangement of the Britith 
mints, is illuitrated with twenty-four 
copper plates, andas a work of elegance 
and taite, might, without any impro- 
priety, have been arranged under the 
head of Fine Arts. Mr. SOLE is of opi- 
nion, that good plates are injured by co- 
louring ; As plates would certainly; they 
are executed with the greatett delicacy 
and correctnefs. Linnaeus left unnotice4 
many of Ray’s mints; Mr. SOE has in- 
cluded in his arrangement all thofe which 
are enumerated both by Ray, and Hud- 
fon, together with feveral new {pecies 
hitherto unnoticed, The three firft num- 
hers are publifhed of “ A Colleion of 
Exotics-from the Ifland-of Antigua, by a 
Lady,” the drawings are very elegant ; 
they are executed with freedom and ipirit, 
and are well copied by the engraver. A 
third volume is publifhed of Mr. Dono- 
VAN's “¢ Natural Hiftory of Britifb Birds:”” 
it contains twenty-four plates, but they 
are not regularly arranged, the conle- 
quence of which is, that the fame, or 
finilar obfervations are occafionally re- 
ae A tranflation has appeared of 
Proteflor Raff’s «€ Syfiem of Natural Hif- 
tory, adapted for the Inftryction of Youth, 
in the form of g Dialogue.’ It fome ot 
Mr, ARCHER’s * Mijcellancous' Obferva- 


Hons on the Effedts of Gxygeu an the Animaf 


ee ee . 
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fsicty. * 9; W§ 2 fellow.of the Pinngan 
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and Vegetable Syftems,”’ are trite, many of 
them are new and ingenious; the firf 
of this work only has yet appeared; in 


this, Mr, ARCHER has attempted to . 


prove why fome plants are evergreen and 
others deciduous; the latter, he fays, 
yield good oxygen air in the fummer clear 
weather only; the former yield it through- 
out the year. From this fat, he concludes 
that the elaboration of oxygen is the only 
caule of the green colour and peculiar 
odour of plants in general; if this be 
true, would it not follow that plants ela~ 
borate oxygen gas during the night, in- 
ftead of azote? if our author allows that 
they emit azotic gas by night, the green 
{hould, at leaft in fome meature, fade, and 
the odour become faint. Do the dark 
green plants elaborate more oxygen than 
thofe ot paler hue? a hort appendix,with’ 
fome of the practical metheds for: pro- 
ducing fixed air, oxygen air, hydrogen 
gas, nitrous air, and hydrocarbonate, 
occupies the laft four’ pages of this in. 
itructive and ingenious pertormance. Dr. 
Townson’s ** Philofophy of Mitralogy** 
is, in many refpects, a very ufeful work : 
the Dottor firtt explains the laws by which 
he fuppofes the foflil kingdom to be go- 
verned; he then enumerates the different 
materials of which it is compofed, and 
fhows the manner in which they are 
placed; and laitly, confiders the characters 
by which they are to be known. In Dr. 
Dicxson’s ** Effay on Chemical Nomen- 
clature,” are coiupriied obiervations .on 
the fame fnbject by Dr. Kirwan. In 
confequence of the many new dilcoveries 
in chemiftry, both of {ubitances and com- 
pofitions, fome perfons of eminence have 
aimed at the entire fubverfion of the an- 
cient’ nomenclature; Drs. Kirwan and 
Dickson, however, have confined their 
{chemes of reformation to thofe cafes only 
in which the improprieties of denomma- 
tion are prominent and notorious. Thefe 
two learned and ingenious gentlemen, 
therefore, without uling fuch violent and 
{weeping mealures, have contented them- 
felves with correcting whatever in the 
French nomenclature was inaccurate, and 
expunging trom it whatever was redun- 
dant. Dr. Kirwan ftates in the intro- 
duction, that he is on the eve of publith- 
ing a treatife, in which many new terms 
mutt of courfe be introduced: he feeis 
himfelf neceffitated, therefore, to trace 
the outlines of the fyitem of nomenclature 
which he has “followed, not, fays he, 
«with the presumptuous defign of im- 
pofing it upon, otirrs, but merely from 


the yiew bf renderaig my ownrfuture com- 
munjcations 
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munications more intelligible.” The firt 
part has appeared of the ‘* Philofophical 
Tranfaciions of the Royal Society of London 


for the Year 1798,” alfo the fourth* vo- 


Jume of * Tranfadtions of the Royal Society 
ef Edinburgh ;*’ both thefe volumes con- 
tain as ufual, much curious and import- 
ant matter. The firft volume is finifhed 
of Mr. NICHOLSON’s ‘*Fournal of Na- 
Bural Philofophy, Chemifiry, and the Arts ;* 
fome few and important papevs in this 
work are new, but the greater number of 
them are extracted from other philofo- 
phical publications, either at full length, 
er under an abridged form; the abridge- 
ment, however, it is but juftice to flate, 
is generally clear and comprehenfive. 
FINE ARTS. 

Mr. DauLBy’s * Deferiptive Catalogue 
of the Works of Rembrandt, and of his Scho- 
dars Bol, Livens, and Van Viiei,’ would 
have been a very dry uninterefting vo- 
lume, had not the author enlivened it with 
critical obfervations, which at once dif- 
play a delicacy of tafte, a correétnefs of 
judgment, and an acquaintance with the 
principles of the art on which he writes. 
Mr. Matton’s * Effay on Britifh Cot- 
tage Architediure,”’ is avery elegant little 
work; and we are fanguine in the hope 
that it may contribute, together with the 
labours of Mr. Price and Mr. GILrin, 
tothe decoration of the country. All 
thefe gentlemen dwell] on the neceflity of 
adapting the ftyle of architeéture to the 
{cenery ; and reprobate with proper af- 
perity the making no diftinGion between 
the cottage of a ruftic and the fhop of a 
citizn, Mr. Matton’s effay is illuf- 
trated with defigns and plans, neatly ex- 
ecuted in aquatinta. An anonymous 
North Briton has publithed an effay to- 
wards the improvement of the mufical art ; 
jt is entitled ‘* Melody the Soul of Mufic :”” 
jf melody be the foul of mutic, yet can 
we not by any means confent to banith 
the enrichment which harmony gives 
from our fymphonies and concertos: but 
what fhall we do with our choruffes? 
Heavens, what profanation to rob of 
their full complicated harmony, the fub- 
lime anthems of Handel, in order fo make 
his mufic more fimple! his tomb in the 
abbey would open, and the indignant 
fhade of the venerable and injured eld man 
{peak in a voice of thunder to the barba- 
rian violator of his facred ftrains! We 
recommend this pamphlet to pernfal; it 
is elegantly written, and our objeégtion is 
not againft the author’s love of fimplicit 
hut againft the extreme into which he fuf- 
fers himfelt to. be carried by it, 


Sur, 


In the prefent dearth of 
_ ORIENTAL LITERATURE, 

the information will be grateful, that ay 
octavo edition of the ‘* Afaric Pp. 
Searches,” is publithed in London from 
the prefs of Mefles. Vernor and Hood. 
The only additional work which we can 
clafs under this head, is Mr. Camp 
BELL'S edition of the “ Indiay Obferver,"* 
by the late Hugh Boyd, elq. Itis to this 
gentleman that the editor ofw* Anecdotes, 
Biographical, Literary, and Political,” at- 
tributes with much confidence the letters 
of Junius; the prefent effays embrace a 
variety of topics relating to criticifin and 
morals; they appeared at Maé¢ras in the 
year 1794, through the medium of a pe- 
riodical publication, entitled «* The Hir. 
carrah.”” | 

ASTRONOMY AND MATHEMATICS, 

It is with great pleafure that we an- 
nounce the long-expected publication 
from the Clarendon Prefs, of the late Dr. 
Bradley’s ‘ Aflranomical Obfervations 
made at the Royal Objervatory at Green- 
wich, from the Year 1750 to 1762."" The 
firft volume is magnificently publifhed 
under the fuperintendence of Dr. HornNs- 
BY; it is fold by ELMSLEY and BREM- 
NER, at five guineas in fheets, The cu- 
rious hiftory which attends thefe valuable 
papers is well known, Mr. Ewine’s 
‘“* Pradtical Afironomy™’ is not offered to 
the public, as a complete and fcientific 
treatife, but as an ealy introduétion to the 
fcience, and as calculated to enable thofe 
ftudents to folve its problems, who are 
acquainted merely with arithmetic, the 
circles of the {phere, and logarithms; the 
work is executed with judgment. Mr. 
Joun Worspate’s * Genethliacal A 
trology,’’ may one day, perhaps, procure 
him the honour of an aérial elevation: 
Dr. Katterfelto is faid to have bees 
more than once under obligations to his 
renowned black cat, for being tofled in 4 
blanket. A fecond edition has appeared 
of Mr. Woopn’s “ Principles 9 Matke- 
maties and Natural Philofophy;” this wor K 
is intended to comprife the fubitance of 
the leétures on thoie fubjects whieh are 
ufually read in the Univertity of Cam- 
bridge. The very acute profeflor of ma- 
thematics in the Univerfity of Edinburgh, 
Mr. JOHN PLayFair, has publifhed - 
‘© Elements of Geometry, coutcining = 
ffi fe Books of Euclid, together vatth tv 
Books on the Geometry of Solids; to rune / 
are added, Elements of Plane and Sphericat 
Trigonometry.” Mr. PLAYFAIR; ~ 
moft mafterly work, has endeavoured to 


unite the exaétnefs of the ancient geome 
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iricians with the brevity of the moderns ; . 
and in his own demonitrations, to avoid 
the fuperfluity of the former, and com- 
municate the elegance of the latter. In 
many imftances he has deviated from the 
edition of Euclid by Robert Simfon, but 
bis deviations are invariably defended, 
nor is it perhaps too much to fay, that in 
mott cafes at leaft, they are derhonitrated 
to be effential to that accuracy of folution 
which is the very foul of the fcience. 
Francis MASERE, efy. curfitor baron 
to his majefty’s court of Exchequer, has 
ublifhed an ** Appendix” to Mr. FREND’s 
principles of Algebra: both thefe gen- 
tlemen agree in exploding from their tyf- 
tem all negative quantities, and contend 
not merely for the inutility of them, but 
their abfurdity. This appendix, which 
is larger than the work itfelf, difplays 
much acute reafoning and mathematical 
learning. 
TACTICS. 

Lieutenant Fosrer, of the firft dra- 
goon guards, has tranflated from the 
French, the late King of Pruflia’s ** Mi- 
atary Inflructions to bis Generals.”” If the 
adage be true, ‘that practice makes per- 
fectnels,” the art of flaughter muft have 
already arfived at itsacme. Mr. CLERK 
has publifhed the zd, 3d, and 4th parts, 
with explanatory plates, of his ** Efjay on 
Naval Tadics,” (the firft of which was 
publithed about the year 1790); the /econd 
part explains the mode of attack from the 
leeward: in the third part Mr. CLERK 
has divided the hiltory of naval taétics 
into different periods, and added fome ob- 
fervations on the nature of fails, cannon- 
fhot, ignals, 8&c. in the fourth part he 
has given defcriptions of fea engagements, 
Which took place inthe year 1782, and 
added remarks-on each. It muftnot be 
emitted, that Mr. CLerk has rendered 
the fcience of naval ta@tics almoft une- 
celliry, by giving the cncimy’s fleet no cre- 
ait for exertion or for {kills Mr. NicHOL- 
SON, in his “ Treatife on Practical Na- 
wgaticn and Seaman (hip, gives us the 
perience, 
y polifhed, but his 
judgment is found, his obfervations im- 
portant, and lis advice good. Mr. STFW- 
ART, in_ his 66 Miktary Difcigline,” &c. 
inclines teo much to feyerity: his trea- 
ttle, however, is ufeful. Mr. WoORkK- 
Ma. lias publifhed the firft part of the 

Geenents of Military Ta‘Tics, conform. 
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evolutions of the {quadron. Lieutenant. 
ee pa 

oes great credit to"his gO me “ 

we $ obfervation and 
military judgment, “ The Art of De- 
I ence on Foot with the Broad-Sword anid 
Sabre, is an ufeful tra& ; the inftruc. 
tions are clear and comprehenfive without 
being tirefome: the more difficult pofi- 
tions are illuftrated by corre& plates. Let 
us convert our fwords into plough-thares, 
and from taétics proceed to 

AGRICULTURE AND HUSBANDRY, 

_In Dr. ANDERSON’s “ PraSical Treas 
tife on Peat Mofs,"’ are. given direétions 
tor the convertion of that remarkable fub- 
itance into mould, and for the cultivation 
of it as a foil: Dr. ANDERSON difcuffes 
at length the various theories which have 
been formed as to its produétion. He 
fuggeits the probability of its being a ve- 
getable fubftance: according to Kure 
WAN, it confifts of clay mixed with cal- 
careous earth and pyrites. Dr. ANDER~ 
SON in his prefent treatile, has united the 
characters of a farmer and of a philofo- 
pher. Mr. MaRsHaLt’s ‘ Introduction 
to the Knowledge and Praghce of Garden- 
ive,” isan ufeful manual: as the prix. 
ciftes of horticulture, however, are very 
infuthiciently explained, the prattical gar- 
dener will be chiefly benefited by the 
work, 

° LAW. 

“ The fudy and the practice of the law 
confilered in their various relations to focie- 
ty’? is a work written in a feries of letters 
by a member of Lincoln’s Inn: thele 
letters are addreffed ta a young man of 
talents and diflipation, offering perfua- 
fives to the cultivation of the one, and 
every pollible difcouragement to the in- 
dulgence of the other. They combine 
that energy and elegance which add to 
their ufefulnels by enfuring their popula- 
rity. Mr. Hurron Woop, has pub- 
iithed the firft volume (to be tollowed by 
three more) of a ¢* Collection of Decrees of 
the Court of Exchequer in Tythe Caufe ~ 
froin the Ufurpation to the prefent Teme. 
This collection is carefully extracted, by 
permiflion of the court, trom the books of 
its decrees and orders: the decrees them- 
{elves are arranged in chronological order, 
with tables of the names of the caies and 
contents. ‘The prefent volume carries the 
feries of decifions from 2 Charles _ II. 
tothe conclution of queen Anne's reign 5 
from the accuracy of the preient ae 
men we anticipate a curious and ulefu 


work. Mr. ‘BOSWELL, clerk to the 
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raifing a provifional Force of Cavalry, Gc. 
tothe end of the laft Seffion, 37. Geo. Ill. 
avith Notes and Obfervations.” ‘The ufe- 
fulnefs of a work of this fort, depends 
entirely on its accuraty, and the prefent 
requires confidérable correction. Mr. 
Orme’s ‘© Pradical Digeft of the Election 
Laws,” is drawn up with accuracy and 
concifenefs, but there have been already fo 
many labourers in this field, that Mr. O. 
might perhaps. have employed his talents 
in {ome more neceflary labour. Mr. WIL- 
moT’s ‘* Succiné? View of the Law of 
Mortgages, &c.”’ is too fhoyt and fuperfi- 
cial. New editions-have appeared of Gil- 
bert’s ** Treatife of Leafes and Terms for 
Years ;” of Espinasse’s  Digef? of the 
Law of A&igns and Trials at Nifi Prius ;” 
of Tipn’s ‘ Pradtice of the Court of 
King’s Bench in Perfonal Adtions. Part I.” 
and of **CromprTon’s Praédice of the 
Court of King’s Bench and Common Fleas.” 
To Mr. Kiccs’s * Obfervation on the 
Statutes for Regiffering Deeds’* are added 
a collection of cafes upon the operation 
2nd intent of thote ftatutes; inftructions 
for carrying them into effet and a variety 
of memorial precedents, fuited to the 
regilters of Middiefex and York. Mr. 
RicGeé ftates the obje& of his work to 
bea *¢ fair and impartial reprefentation of 
the arguments fuggetted, and decifions 
obtained, upon {feveral peints relative. to 
regiftry ; but mote particularly on that 
of notice ; thereby affording thofe of his 
readers who have not alrcady inveftigated 
the cafes upon which fuch arguments and 
decifions are founded, the power to calcu- 
late upon their efliciency or danger with 
very little trouble.” Mr. R1iGceE’s ob- 
fervations are generally pertinent and 
judicious, Mr. Gurney has publifhed, 
with that accuracy and fidelity which for 
many years have juftly diitinguifhed him 
as a reporter, ** The Trials of James 
Coigly, Arthur O'Connor, &c. for High 
Trerlas, under a Spscial Comiuiffion at 
«(aidftone.” Tf our memory deceives us 
not, che Attorney-General pledged him- 
felr to profecute. the -Rey. ARTHUR 
Younc, for an attempt to poifon the 
ftream of juftice, by influencing certain 
jurymen from the hundred of Blaekburn, 
to hang the prifoners at all events, whguit- 
ever might be the evidence: it ‘is weil 
known that in consequence of this attempt, 
all the jurors trom that hundred were 
firuck out. We have not the flighteft 
reaton to queftion, but, on the contraay, 
have every reafon not to queftion the At- 
torney-General’s intention of fulfilling 


his promife; to delay however, is to tor. 
ture: and we are no advocates for torture 
even of the vileft mifcreant that crawls 
the earth. ** The Proceedings f & Géneral 
Court Martial, held on Major General Mauy- 
rice Wemyfs,.at the Marine Barracks.” 
for difobedience of orders, neble& “of 
duty, and unodfficer and ungentfemanlike 
conduét are publifhed: the prifoner. wag 
found guilty of the firft and fecond 
charges, and part of the third ; but, fays 
major general Wemyts; it was the interef 
of a greatumajority ef the court-martial 
to find me-guilty, for “* by my difmiffal 
from my ‘corpmand, every member of the 
court-martial(excepting venerals SouTER 
and Innes) got a ftep; three of them 
immediate promotion, &c. This detaid 
of promotion which in faé they veted to 
themfelves, by voting me to be difmiffed 
from the -fervice; needs no comment.” 
Mr. WILLIAMs’s ** Abridgment of Cafes 
Argued, &c. in the Courts of Law," dur- 
ing the prefent reign is an ufelefs addition 
to the number of law books. Dr. De 
Lotms’s ** General Objfervations, @e. 
on teftamentarv difpofitions were occa- 
fioned by the /i/l, which has excited fo 
much difputation, of the late Mr. Peter 
‘Thelluffon. The-Do&or’s obfervations 
have all the acutenefs and pertinence for 
which he has long been diftinguifhed. 
MEDICINE, PHYSIOLOGY, AND 
. ANATOMY. 

Medicine. From the fituation of Mr: 
Buair, as furgeos of the Lock Hofpital, 
an eftablifiment exclufively appropriated 
tothe cure of Jues venerea, much nevel 
and important information vvill naturally 
be expected from his “* Effays on the vene- 
real di tafe and its concomitant affections :* 
thus fituated, it was obvioufly his duty, 
and Mr. Buarr confidered it as fuch, te 
inftitute a fair and extenfive trial of the 
new antivenereal remedies in every fage 
of this difeafe, and to lay the sefult of 
his obfervations before the pubic: the 
prefent work, however, 13 not very rich 
ia remark: it is ufetul, neverthelels, 4s 
con.aining 2 variety of cales, and 2s it 
teaghes us, what we ought leng fince to 
have learnt, the folly of implicit connec 
in fpecifics. The antityphilitic powers © 
oxygen have of late been very confident- 
ly aflerted: and the fuccefsful application 
of oxygenated fubftances 10 particular 
cafes had gone far to confirm the ae, 
tence of acids: in the prefent a ) 
however, (one only is come before ad 
Mr. Bratr has minutely detailed a grea 
umber of cafes in which the nitric act 
and the oxygenated musiate of Pere 
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were fairly and fully—and inefficacioufly 
applied: fome patients were relieved, and 
fome few cured; but fo precarious are the 
benefits with which the application of 
oxygenis attended, that it feems ot im- 
probable that we foall foon return to mer- 
cury. Inthe third volume of Dr. Fur- 
giar’s © Medical Hiftories and Refiecii- 
ons,” the author fays that he has made 
frequent trials with the nitric acid in 
fyphilis, but without obtaining the ad- 
vantage from it which he was taught to 
expect: like Mr. B. however, he is of 
opinion that it may be ufeful in certain 
ftages of the difeafe, although neither the 
extent or (nor) permanency of its effects 
are (is) yet afcertained.’’ The firft paper 
of this volume contains fome ingenious 
and novel obfervations on rabies canina. 
Dr. HAMILTON has publifhed a fecond 
edition, with additions and correétions, 
of his ** Remarks on Hydrophobia ;** this 
work contains a great deal of moft valua- 
ble matter : the Doétor has {pared no pains 
in collecting faéts and opinions, ancient 
as wellas modern; wut the ftyle is fo in- 
accurate, and the arrangement fo very 
defective, as certainiy in fome degree to 
detraét fromthe merit of the work. But 
Dr. HAMILTON has loft his fight; we 
ought rather to wonder, therefore, that 
his ftyle is not more inaccurate, and his 
arrangement more defective. Dr. For- 
DYCE has publifhed A Second,’’ and the 
frit part of his Third Differtation on Fe- 
ver.” In thefe as in his former tracts, 
Dr. Forpxce. difplays much ingenious 
realoning and novel remark: his hiitory 
of fymptom: is minute, and evinces that 
he has marked their progrefs with much 
hicenels and precifion, Dr. Jenner's, 
“ Enquiry into the Caufes and Effects of the 
Variole Vaccine” is extremely curious, and 
much benefit, it is probable, will retult 
to the public froma the profecution, which 
he promites, of his inveftigations. This 
difeafe. was difcovered in fome of the 
weltern counties of England, and is 
known by the name of the Cow-Pox: it 
bears a very ftriking refemblance in its 
lymptoms, its appearance, and in the 
nature, though happily not in the degree, 
of its effects, to the finall-pox; the prin- 
cipal difference confifts in this, that the 
uid of the cow-pox remains limpid nearly 
to the time of its total difappearance, and 
Hever becomes purulent, as in the direct 
fmall-pox, and that the former is local, 
while the latter is general, The difeate 
*ppears on the nipples of cows, in livid 
uregular puftules, furrounded by inflam- 
Mation; it is communicated to thofe em- 
Montuty Mag. No, Xk. 
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- From the eftablithment of 
this very amporiant fact, Dr. Jenner 
purpofes to fubititute the inoculation of 
the cow-pox, for that of the {mall-pox ; 
the following advantages are fated to re. 
fult ; rit, It clearly appears that the for- 
mer procefs would leave the conttitution 
in a ttate of perfect fecurity from the in- 
fection of the {mall-pox, 2zdly, In the 
COW-pox No eruption of puftules - takes 
place over the body, 3dly, The difeafe 
when received, cannot be communicated 
to other perfons by effluvia; nor per- 
haps by fimple contaé unleis there be 
{ome abralion of the cuticle. 4thly, No 
fatal effects have ever been known to arife 
from the cow-pox, even when impreffed 
in the moft untavourable manner, It is 
ardently to be hoped that this fubjeé& 
will meet with, that minute atten- 
tion which its extraordinary confequence 
demands. A fecond and correéted edition 
is publifhed of Dr. Hamilton's very ufe- 
ful work, on ‘* The Duties of a Regimental 
Surgeon, Gc.” It will excite no iurpriée 
that a great deal of curious and valuable 
matter is to be found in the volume which 
has appeared of ** Medical Records and 
Refearches,”” when it is known that the 
principal contributors are Dr. Haicu- 
TON, Dr. BABINGTON, and Mr. AsT- 
LEY Cooper. That metallic fubftances 
have fome influence on the animal fyftem 
is icarcely to be doubted, fince the experi- 
ments of Galvani (fee Monthly Mag. 
vol. iii, p. 348); Mr. BENJAMIN 
DouG as PERKINS has publiihed, what 
he calls, the difcoveries of his father Dr. 
PERKINS af Conneéicut, relative to 
‘© The Influence of Metallic Tractors on 
the Human Body, &c.”’ In the perulal 
of Mr. PgRKINs’s pamphlet we cannot 
but fay, that the numerous jit of difeafes 
which vanithed at the magic of thefe trac- 
tors in fome meafure reminded us of Dr. 
Brodum’s panaceas: we were particu. 
larly fufpicious when we found that Mr. 
Perkins had taken cut a patent for iel- 
ling his tra¢tors in this kingdom, and 
that he offers them at five guineas a let ; 
we were difpofed, however, to a more ta 
vourable opinion, when be fays concern- 
ing them, that “ inftead of bemg iuc- 
ceisful only.among the lower clailes of 
mankind who are moft fubject to credulity 
and impofition, they have hitherto been 
chiefly ufed among men of icience - 
re(pestability, who have often been ait 
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pofed at firft to treat them with ridicule 
and contempt, from a perfuafion that the 
operations were all a fallacy.” Dr. P. 
has met with a warm admirer in Mr. 
LanGwortTuy of Bath, who has pub- 
lithed ** A View of the Perkinean Eleéri- 
city,” &c. containing a variety of fuc- 
ceisful experiments on the efficacy of me- 
tallic traétors. Doétors DUNCAN fen. and 
jun. have publifhed their ‘* Anwals of Me- 
dicine for the Year 1797."’ It is conti- 
nued on the old plan of the ** Medical 
Commentaries,’ and contains matter of 
very unequal merit : refpecting the no- 
tices of foreign publications, Dr. Dun- 
CAN premifes that they fhall be numerous 
and interefting when the free uninterrupt- 
ed communication with the Continent 
fhall have been reftored. Dr. MILLER 
has publifhed fome ** Obferwations on the 
Condu&i of the War,” &c. and on the ftate 
of medicine in England, and of military 
medical arrangements in the army and 
navy. Dr. MILLER, it feems, commu- 
nicated fome years ago to his majefty’s 


minifters, fome plans for arrangements in” 


the medical departments of the army and 
the navy: they were rejected, and he 
fubmitted them tothe minifters of France, 
at they time we were at peace with that 
country. The Doétor has the modefty ta 
attribute the advantages which the French 
armies have had over all the reft of the 
foldiers in Europe to the regulations con- 
tained in his plan! Mr. Buarr’s, 
‘* Soldicr’s Friend,”’is an ufeful little work, 
addreffed to the officers of the Britith 
army on the means of preferving the 
health of military men. Mr. Wise’s 
«© One Hour’s Advice Refpediing their 
Health to Perfons going out to the Ifland of 
Jamaica,’ is well worth acceptance. 
Dr. JACKSON’s ‘* Cautions to Women 
refpecting the State of Pregnancy,” &c. &c. 
merit attention ; this little work inftrués 
women in what manner to manage them- 
felves during and after the proee(s of par- 
turition, and gives very uleful and falu- 


tary maxims tor the management and’ 


nurture of infants. The ** Experiments,” 
which Mr. CRUIKsHANK originally pub- 
lithed in the year 1779, ‘* on the Infenfible 
Perfpiration of the Human Body, shewing 
ils Affinity to Rejpiration,” are now repub- 
tifhed wath additions and corre&tions. A 
new and improved edition is alfo pub- 
lithed, of Dr. UNDERWOOD’S very va- 
a ‘ Treatife on the Dijorders of Child- 
r00d.”” 

Phyfolozgy. Dr. Cricutown’s * En- 
quiry into the Nature and Origin of Mental 
Derangement,” isa valuable and very in- 


(Sup, 


genious work: it comprehends 
fyftem of the phyfiology and pathology a 
the human mind, anda hiftory of the pal. 


fions and their effects; ~ Cric 
TON claffes the caufes of infanity we 
four heads: r1ft. phyfical or corporeal 
caules: adly, over-exertion of the me 
tal faculties; gdly, a difproportionat. 
activity of fome of the faid faculties . 
and 4thly, the paffions, or their influence, 
We are forry to be prohibited by the 
limits of our retrofpe& from enterin 
fomewhat fully on the merits of this per- 
formance. ‘* Objerwations on Infanity” 
have been publifhed by a gentleman whofe 
fituation has unqueftionably afforded am. 
ple fcope for making them, Mr. Has. 
LAMy apothecary to Bethlem Hofpital ; 
Mr. HasLam fuppofes the found mind to 
confift in a harmonized affociation of its 
different powers, and to be conttituted in 
fuch a way, that a defect in any one pro. 
duces irregularity, and mott commonly 
derangement, of the whole; he thinks, 
therefore, that the different forms under 
which the difeafe is obferved might be 
arranged according to the powers which 
are principally affected. ‘* As fome very 
erroneous notions have been entertained, 
‘¢ fays Mr. Hasiam, concerning the 
ftate of the brain, and more efpecially 
refpecting its confiftence in maniacal dil- 
orders, 1 have been induced to examine 
that vifcus in thofe who have died infane, 
and have endeavoured with accuracy to 
report the appearances.” A hiftory is 
given of thefe appearances in feventy nine 
cafes, and this torms a very valuable part 
of the work ; as in almoit every one of 
them the brain prefented fome morbid phe- 
nomenon: but, fays Mr. HasiaM, it 
may yet be a matter affording much diver- 
fity of opinion, whether thefe morbid ap- 
pearances of the brain be the caufe o: 
the effect of madnefs; they have been 
found in all ftates of the difeafe. He be- 
lieves mania and melancholy to. be pto- 
duced by the fame difeafe: they frequently 
alternate in the fame patient, and diflec- 
tion can dete&t no difference in appeal- 
ance. Many judicious obiervations 4 
introduced relative to the plan of manag- 
ing maniacal patients, fo as to produce 
beneficial changes ; and Mr. HAsLam $ 
work, will unqueftionably be confidered 
as a valuable acquifition. Dr. Wit- 
son’s “ Experimental Effay on the man- 
ner iie which Opium operates on the Living 
Animal Body,”’ is ingenious ; we are i 
difpofed to fay fo much concerning - 
“* Effays Phyfiological and Philofopbical, ™ 


” Diftortion of the Spine, the _. 
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of Animals, the Fallacy of the Senfes, 
bear Go repertia of Matter, by C. H. 
Wilkinfon, Surgeon.” Mr. COLEMAN, 
ofeflor in the Veterinary College, has 
ublihhed the firft volume of his ‘* Ob- 
eyations om the Structure, Economy, and 
Difeafes of the Foot of the Horfe, and on the 
Principles and Praétice of Shoeing.”’ Mr. 
CovemaN difgraces himfelf by his in- 
temperate and arrogant invective againft 
the former practifers of the art of thoeing: 
fuppofing the profeffor’s opinions to be 
invariably right, and that he has difco- 
vered the precife ufe of every part of the 
horfe’s foot, it would have been no dero- 
gation of his di nity to have offered thofe 
opinions and that difcovery with diffi- 
dence. The profeffor, however, aflerts 
with very unbecoming pofitivenefs, and 
feems to make no diftinétion between his 
theories and well-eftablifhed facts. There 
is every reafon to believe that his reafon- 
ing is not always correct, and that his 
phyfiological remarks are not always 
found. Mr. COLEMAN may fill the pro- 
feflor’s chair with much credit, but his 
honours do not authorize him to arrogate 
an exclufive poffeflion of veterinary know- 
ledge. 

, Mr. CHaR Les BELL has 
publifhed two parts of ** ASyfiem of 
Difedions,”” &c. illuftrated with plates. 
Mr. Bett, after having lamented 
that many a young man who be- 
gias anatomical labours with a true 
conviction of the importance of the 
fubje&t, and a determined refolution to 
combat the difficulties which oppofe him, 
foon feels himfelf bewildered, and is 
obliged to give up the purfuit ia defpair, 
for want of a proper plan and fyftem of 
proceeding, ftates his own work to be an 
attempt to remedy this evil. The object 
oit, therefore, is to affift the ftudent in 
acquiring a knowledge of praétical ana- 
tomy, in gaining a local memory of the 
parts, in’learning to trace them upon the 
dead fubjeét, and reprefent them to his own 
mind upon the living body. Dr. BAILEY 
has publithed “* An Appendix” to the firft 
‘dition of his ** Morbid Anatomy,” &c. 
-_ uleful work, to which the author had 
nade confiderable additions and improve- 
ments; this apperidix, m order that the 
purchaferg of the firft might be accommo- 
ated, is given feparately, 

THEOLOGY 4ND MORALS. 
_ Three Volumes of ** Sermons on Prac- 
Heal Subjeéts;” by the late Dr. Enfield, 
re juft publithed, for the benefit of his 


widow j they were prepared for she prefe 


a fecond edition having been publifhed of p 
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by himfelf, and are now introduced with a 
biographical account of the author, by his 
old and intimate friend, Dr. AIKIN 
We have read, and profited by the reads 
ing of thefe Sermons: they difplay the 
foundnefs of the author's intellet and 
the goodnefs of his heart; the ftyle of 
them is ealy, yet dignified familiar, yee 
impreflive ; the fentiments are unexcep- 
tionably generous, liberal, and manly ; 
the theology is rational, and free from 
every myfterious, or unintelligible propo- 
fition: a full unruffled ftream flows 
through them, of the pureft piety, and 
every page inculcates active and unlimited 
philanthropy. ‘ A man’s writings have 
often proved very inadequate tefts of his 
difpofitions. Thofe of Dr. Enfield, how~ 
ever,” fays his biographer, ‘ are not. 
They breathe the very {pirit of his gentle 
and generous foul. He loved mankind, 
and wifhed nothing fo much as to ren- 
der them the worthy objects of love. This 
is the leading charaéter of the difcourfes 
here felected for publication ; as it is ins 
deed of all he compofed. May their ef- 
fe&t equal the moft fanguine withes of 
their anthor!’? How ditterent—how dia- 
metrically different in point of ftyle, fen- 
timent, and doétrine, are the ‘* Sermons 
on various Subjects,” which aMr. GLasse 
has publifhed! Mr. GLAssE is well 
known as an orthodox divine; and he 
feems to confider that it would derogate 
from that ftrict orthodoxy in which he 
prides himfelf, were he to hold tellowthip 
with a heretic, or tolerate an unbeliever. 
Mr. GLASSE endeavours to thew, ‘that 
to believe in God, without believing in 
Chrift, is vain and fruitlels—zay, that it 
is impoffble.” What miraculous powers 
muft the followers of Mahomet ana Mo- 
fes have, to perform impoflibilities ! 
“ Nor fhall I feruple the aflertion,”* 
<< continues this accurate logician, ‘* harfh 
as it may found, that he who is not a 
chriftian, is virtually thought, not nomi- 
nally, an atheift—and that to believe in 
God and Chrift, is one infeparable act of 
faith; is indeed only one operation of the 
mind.”* The preacher throughout is im- 
atient of contradiction ; his aflertions are 
pofitive ; he is often difguftingly dogma- 
tical, and often ridiculoufly intemperate. 
A pofthumous volume of Mr. Sow- 
DEN’s * Sermons on various Subjects, 
have lately been publithed ; they were 
not prepared by the author to meet the 
ubliceye; notwithftanding which, they 
will not fhrink from the teft of candid ex- 
amination: they are plain, affectionate, 


‘cal, Mr, CLARS has publithed 
and pragtical, Ms pe 
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a volume of pofthumous “ Sermons,”” by 
the Rev. Samuel Bifhop, fome of whole 
poetical compofitions are well known: 
thefe fermons are chiefly upon practical 
fubje&ts ; they are pious and intelligent. 
Mr. HuTTOoNn, to his ** Appeal to the Na- 
tion on the Subjeé? of Mr. Gilbert Wake- 
field's Letter to W. Wilberforce, Efg.”’ has 
fubjoined ‘* Four Sermons on important 
Subjects, conneéied with the Appeal:*’ Mr. 
HuTToONn isa man of ftrong underftand- 
ing, but he has not imbibed fufficiently 
the {pirit of chriftianity, or he would 
have been more decent and temperate in 
his controverfial writings: Mr. WAKE- 
FIELD’s irritable temper ought not to 
difturb the tranquillity of his antagonift. 
Mr. CLarKE’s **Naval Sermons, preached 
on Board his Majefty’s Ship the Impetueux, 
in the Weftern Squadron, during its firvices 
eff Brcf,”’ &c. are plain and appropriate. 
The fingle fermons of the laft fix months 
are, as ufuai, very numerous; it will be 
futficient to fpecify a few of the beft and 
a few of the worft. Among the former 
is to be noticed as a difcourfe of pre-emi- 
nent merit, ** Rome is fallen!’ by FRAN- 
cis WRANGHAM, M. A. Mr.WRANG- 
HAM is a member of the Church of Eng- 
land, and a member who does honour to 


the eftablifhment ; his fermon en the Fall 
of Rome, breathes the fpirit of ehrifti- 
anity; and itis written in a ftrain of elo- 


quence, bold and impreflive. The notes, 
with which it is illuftrated, evince the 
author to have enriched his mind with 
the treafures of ancient and imodern lite- 
.rature ; and the appofiteneis of the fub- 
je&t having induced him to afiert an ex- 
tract from his own unpublifhed poem 


cious obfervations; but furely the preacher 
adopts a very Hibernian method of jutti 

fying fafts on chriftian principles, when i 
takes all his {er iptural quotations from the 
Old Teftament. Does no one of the four 
Evangelifts fay any thing on the {ubjeg > 
Dr. WILLIs’s ‘* Sermon on the Confecra. 
tion of the Colours,’ &c. is publithed for 
the benefit of the Foundling Hojpital ; 
like Mr. Guasse’s “* Affociation Ser. 
mon,’ it contains an animated exhorta. 
tion to war. The fentiments of Mr, 
Grecor’s ** Sermon” are liberal, and’ 
the language is eloquent. Mr. Par- 
TRIDGE’s explanation and vidication of 
the rogth Pfalm, do him credit: it feems 
now to be fully afcertained, that the im. 
precations are only recited by David, as 
uttered by his enemies againit him. In 
Mr. ANMER’s ‘* Conjideration on the Doc. 
trines of a Future State and the Refurrec. 
tion, as revealed, or fuppofed to be fo, in 
the Scriptures,” &c. we difcover much fo, 
lidity of judgment, much candour, mo- 
defty, and unatiected piety. Sir RicHarp 
HILu’s ‘* Apology for Brotherly Love,” 
is addrefled, in a ieries of letters, to the 
Rev. C. DauBENY: the former of thefe 
polemics is a zealous advocate for ihe cal- 
viniftic fcheme of divine grace, and com- 
bats with much care Mr. DAuBENy’s 
arminian arguments. It is poor praik— 
and yet it is all the praife he merits—to 
fay of Sir R. Hint that he is lefs dog- 
matical and intolerant than his opponent: 
in point of ability he has a more evident 
advantage. ‘¢ Vetus Teflamentum Gra- 
cum, cum wvariis Ledtionibus:’ Mr. 
Howumes has publifed the firft volume of 
this work, which difplays much induftry 


*¢ On the Deftrudiion of Babylon,’ we are 
treated with a favourable {fpecimen of Mr, 
WRANGHAM’s poetical abilities. The 
Rev. CHARLES DauBENy has moft un- 
hickily fele&ted the “* Fall of Papal Rome” 
for the fubje& of: one of his fermons: 
nothing could poflibly be more unfortu- 
nate! The Lord Bifhop of Briftol's 
“<< Sermon, preached before the Lords Spiri- 
tual and Temporal, on Weduefday, March 
7‘h, 1798, being the Day appointed for a 
General Fafi,* isa fine {pecimen of mili- 
tary eloquence; it would have been ve 

appropriate had their lordfhips been on 
the eve of a defperate engagement with 
the enemy. Mr. Wickxes’s fermon on 
the fame day and on the fame occafion, is 
an adulatory and moft obfequious compo- 
fition. Mr. NisBerr’s ‘ View of the 
Nature and Defign of Public Fafis,”’ was 
eccafioned by Peter Pindar’s Satire on 
Fafts. ‘This fermon contains many judi- 


and Jearning; the text which he has fol- 
lowed, is that of theVatican folio, printed 
ins87. ‘* A Tranflatien of the New 
Teftament from the Original Greek,” has 
been humbly attempted, to ufe his own 
modeft and becoming words, by Natha- 
niel Scerlett, affified ly Men of Piety and 
Literature.’ Generaily {peaking, this 1s 
a confiderable improvement of the vulgar 
verfion, which, however, is properly made 
the bafis of the prefent ; the great altera- 
tion is in fingle words, and this alteration 
has, in moft inftances, made the fenfe 
more clear and intelligible to common 
readers. ‘This work is moreover pv?- 
lifhed ina better mode than the common 
tranflation: ihe teftament 1s noi dish- 
gured by the ule of veries, which cont!- 
nually mar the fenfe and deftroy the em; 
phafis; the numbers, however, are ie 
tained in.the margin. Another very JU me 
cious change ig made: the fubject 4s re 
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atthe head of each paragraph, and the 
different fpeakers in the dialogue are men- 
tioned at the head of their refpective 
fpeeches. The gofpel was originally pro- 
claimed to the poor 5 every thing which 
facilitates the underitanding of that gof- 

el is defirable; and every attempt to 
make it thoroughly intelligible is highly 
praife-worthy. “¢ he lawsfulnefs of de 
finfive War upon Chriftian Principles, im- 
artially confidered, by a Clergyman of the 
Church of Euglend,” is a pamphlet which 
may be read with pleafure and with pro- 
fit, The object of Mr. GLASSE’s ¢€ Ej- 
fay on the Charaéter of the Apofiles and 
Evaneclifis,” is to diftinguifh between 
enthuiafm and infpiration, and then to 
apply his principles of teft to fuch as have 
Jaid claim to the latter: this work re- 
flects credit on the abilities and piety of 
the writer, and therefore will be read with 
pleafure. In ** The Layman’s Addrefs to 
the Clergy of England,” ave difcovered, 
with much candour and found argument, 
many imporianc iubjects relative to the 
interells of the ettablifhed religion of this 
country: weagice with the author in 
confidcring as extremely detrimental to 
thoie interefts, the tmall Ripends paid to 
curates, piuralities, non-refidence, &c. 
&c. Refpecting the firft-inentioned griev- 
ance, we are favoured with the ttatement of 
eleven livings, the annual value of which 
is 41301. the whole duty is performed for 
4071. 17s. 6d. ** Now it will be afked by 
the man of independency,” fays the author 
of this little trad, “* Does the payment of 
the overplus 37241. 2s, 6d. for eafe (I 
had aloft faid for indolence) affift the 
caule of relicion? Confider this well.” A 
pamphlet of very fimilar nature are, ** Re- 
fleZions on the Clerey of the Ejtablifhed 
Church.” A country incumbent has ad-" 
drefled fome very pertinent * Confidera- 
tions to the Clerey in “he~Propriety of their 
bearing Arms, und ppearing in a military 
capacity: he exprelies his difapprobation 
of uniting the ecclefiaftic and military 
chara&ters. The bull itfued from Lam- 
beth, has rendered thefe ‘ Conficerations ’ 
how unneceffary. An anonymous writer 
‘as given us fome © Arguments illuflrative 
of the ground and credibility of the Chriflian 

éligion ;*” but they are too meagre to be 
very ferviceable, Mr. MEYER, from 


whofe pamphlet we conjecture him to be 
a methodif, has publifhed ¢* 4 Defence of 
wlndcy Scheols,”’ in a feries of letters ad- 
dreffed to the Rey. M. OLERANSHAW, 
who, ina ferman had attacked the modern 
Mode of conducting them. 


My, O. in 
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conformity to the Levitical law, confiderg 
the fabbath to be a day exclufively appro~ 
priate to religion: apparently forgetting 
the chriftian maxim, which fays, it is 
lawful to do good on the fabbath-day; it 
appears to us, that if one of Mr. OLER~ 
ENSHAW’S neighbour's theep were to fall 
into a pit, there it might lie for affitance 
till fome unconfecrated hour fhould arrive. 
With thefe ideas, Mr. O. confiders the 
teaching of poor children at Sunday 
{chools, either writing, accounts, or read 
ing any thing but what is facred, asa 
profanation of the Lord’s Day! It does 
not appear that he has any objection to 
their learning to fing pfalms, or to their 
learning to make a bow when the parfon 
approaches, or whe& any body elfe ap. 
proaches with a tight coat upon his back. 
Mr. MEyer has replied to the dogma- 
tical reflections of his antagonift, with 
fpirit, with candour, and with found 
argument; he contends, and we contend 
with him, that the utility of Sunday 
fchools is proportionate to the extenfive- 
nefs and liberality of the plan on which 
they are conduéted: Mr. FELLOWES’s 
“¢ PiGure of Chrijlian Philofophy,”’ is exe- 
cuted with the fkill of an artift: the out- 
lines are bold and expreflive, but here and 
there the colouring is defective. A lay- 
man’s * Letter to a Merchant, Member of 
the Houfe of Commons, on his public Decla- 
ration that he fees no bufinefs Bifbops have 
in Parliament,” is written with vivacity 
and humour. A Roman Catholic Bithop, 
Citizen Gregoire, bifhop of Blois, has 
written ‘A Letier” to Don Raymond 
Jofeph D’Arce, archbithop of Burgos, 
chief judge of the INQUISITION in Spain, 
upon the neceflity and advantage of fup- 
prefling that moft odious and deteftable of 
all odious and deteftable tribunals. This 
little traét, which is tranflated into our 
own language, does great honour to the 
underitanding and feelings of the reverend 
Frenchman ; it is written with the {pirit 
of a chriftian, and in the language of a 
gentleman. The arguments which it ad- 
duces, muft to an unprejudiced, an unin~ 
terefted, and humane mind, carry irrefifti- 
ble conviStion ; that they may carry con~ 
vition to him to whom they are immedi- 
ately addrcfled, and that the conviction 
may ultimately and fpeedily produce the 


utter annihilation of the inquifitorial trf- 


bunal, is our moft hearty wilh, and our 
moft fervent prayer! A fecond edition 
has appeared of a contemptible work en- 
titled «© The Deportment of a Married 
Life,” &c. Mr, Bowan's “ ays 
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the Necefity of Moral Difcipline in Prifons, 

as preliminary to the Religtous Inflru&wn of 

Offenders,”” &c. do great honour to his 

heart. 
| PoETRY. 

We confider it as highly creditable to 
the tafte of the public, that of late three 
feveral editions fhould have been demand- 
ed of the “ Poems,’ of Mr. Cowper, 
whofe exquifite fancy, whofe chafte and 
delicate tafte, whofe refined feeling, and 
cultivated underftanding, place him fore- 
moft in the choir of poetic {pirits: of the 
moral effufions of Mr. Cooper, and all 
his effufions are moral, it may be faid, 


that as their object is, fo alfo is their ef-- 


fe&, 


To wake the foul by tender ftrokes of art, 
To raife the genius, and to mend the heart. 


‘The Rev J. H. Topp has publifhed, cum 
motis Variorum, a new edition of Comus: 
3t contains much new matter, though 
perhaps of a nature not generally intereft- 
ing: a very minute account is given of 
the early and recondite annals of Ludlow 
Caftle, in which Comus was performed ; 
and feveral particulars concerning the 
Bridgewater tamily, three of whomacted 
parts in the mafque, together with a copi- 
ous biographical memoir of Henry 
Lawes, who performed the part of the 
Spirit, and fet the fongs to mufic. By 
permiffion of his grace, Mr. Topp has 
giatified the public with a complete copy 
of Comus, taken from an original MS. 

belonging to the duke of Bridgewater's 
library at Afhridge. This mutt be con- 

fidered as a valuable curiofity. We can- 

not fay that Mr. BupworTnu’s * Win- 

dermere’’ contributed much to revive in 

eur memories the {fcenery round that 

charming lake, among which we have 

rambled many a carelefs, many a happy 

hour: it‘is beyond the powers of Mr. 

BuDWoRTH, to make the herbage, the 

hills, and the vallies, 


Live in defcription, and look green in fong. 


We have read Mr. Maurrice’s “ Crifis” 
with feelings rather of pity than of indig- 
mation, that he fhould fuffer himfelf to 
be {o hurried away by the intemperance of 
his paffions, as to forfeit the charaéter 
which becomes him as a man and as a 
chriftian. The Rev. Mr. Maurice here 
founds the trumpet for eternal war with 
France: he is the open advocate for ‘ un- 
extinguifhable animofity !"’ To prove that 
we do not flander this preacher of Chrift’s 
holy and forgiving gotpel, we fhall tran- 
icribe the tollowing lines ; they are ad 
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drefled to Britons; but, Brit 
fhudder at fuch horrible impiety ma will 


*¢ Truc to the charge which God and Nature 
gave, 

View, as a wall of brafs, that rampire wave : 

Still lift the warding fhield, the boftile lance, 

Concord with all the world, but war with Thin. 


Her threats defpife, ber proffer'd friendfhi , 
Immortal let ae shew 2°. sw rn! pe pans 
For fhame—in what page did Thomas 
Paine ever offer a more grofs infult to 
chriftianity than this is? Mrs. Mone. 
LIEU has tranflated, (though anonymous- 
ly) ‘* The Gardens,” from the French of 
the Abbé de Lille, with a degree of 
{fpirit, elegance, and fidelity, that does 
credit to her tafte and poetic talents: this 
volume is embellifhed with vignettes from 
the exquifite graver of BaRTOoLOzz1. 
The author of an  Epiftle in Rhyme to 
M. G. Lewis, Efg.” &c. is a man of 
fome fancy and genius: his lines are ma- 
ny of them ‘ deep, majeftic, fmooth, 
and ftrong :*’ we differ from him, widely 
as the eaft is from the weft, concerning 
the merits of Mr. LEwis’s produttions, 
“¢ Extracis from the Works of the moft cele- 
brated Italian Poets: with tranflations by 
admired Englifh Authors: the felec&tion 
is good, and the volume entertaining. 
** Coome Ellen,’ is a romantic {pot in 
Radnorfhire; its beauties have lately 
been celebrated by Mr. BOWLES, a gen- 
tleman of high poetic talents ; it is Mr. 
Bow tes’s firft Effay in blank verfe, 
and does him great credit. Mr. BowLes, 
aware of the infipid monotony of mere 
defcription, has intermingled with the 
happieft effet, many moral effufions and 
religious fentiments ; by this means he 
has imparted a folemnity to his poem 
which adorns and dignifies it. ‘ Elegy 
on a much-loved Niece ; with a Hymn from 
the Ethiopic, by Eufebius ;” thele are ele- 
gant'and pathetic. Aftera long filence, 
our old friend PererR Pinpar has once 
again enlivened us with his mufe: the 
“© Tales of the Hoy’ have that ftrange 
mixture of {entiment and humour, which 
diftinguifhes the productions of this 
writer. The author of “ Lyrical Bal- 
lads,’ has attempted to imitate the ftyle 
of our old Englith verfifiers, with unu- 
fual fuceels; <* The Auncient Mariners, 
however, on which he particularly prides 
himfelf, is in our opinion, 2 particular 
exception; fome of his sae are beauti- 
ful, but others are ftiff and laboured. 
Mr. Corre’s “Malvern Hills” 1. apoem 
which does not by any means difcredit 


the tranflator of the Edda. (fee our laft 


ublifhed 
retrofpett) Mr, AnsTse has p 5 Latin 
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-qLatin verfion of eighteen of the moft 
ular of Gay’s Fables ; they are written 
with much eafe and elegance in hexame- 
ters and pentameters. Mr. GrLBERT’s 
« Hurricane,” is called a * Theofophical 
and Weftern Eclogue;”’ in the poem itielf 
fome beauties occur, and many faults ; 
in the notes, which conftitute the major 
art of his work, Mr. Gibert is as 
unintelligible as Martin Van But- 
chell. “ Julia; or, Laf? Follies 3° this 
is a finall colle&tion of poems, which 
evinces much tafte, fancy, and affection. 
Tue HERO OF THE NILE has been ce- 
Jebrated by feveral poets; Mr. “ Ir- 
win’s’’ mufe is animated; nor are the 
ftrains of ‘* Harmodius’ by any means 
difpleafing. ‘* A Congratulatory Ode,” has 
alfo been publifhed on the efcape of Sir 
SipNEY SMITH. Among the minor 
productions are to be enumerated, «* Mary 
the Ofer Peelers’? MifsCHANTRELL’S 
“ Poems 3°” “The Warning 3° * The Vil~ 
lain’s Death-bed.”’ ** Retribution ;* “* De- 
fence of the Stage 3’ Mr. GOoDwin’'s 
“ Rifing Caftle;” &c. &c. &e. 
THE DRAMA. 

We have fomewhere feen it hinted, that 
ourdramatic pieces grow worfe, as our 
dramatic performers grow better : there is 
truth in the remark ; our actors are many 
of them fo excellent, and our machinery 
is fo fpiendid, that the Poet has little 
occafion to rely on his own powers, pro- 
vided he fecures the influence of thefe two 
afliftants. Few plays have made more 
noife among us, to wfe a vulgar expref- 
fion, than the ‘* Caffle Spefre :”’ a play 
in every re{peg& utterly contemptible : it 
is needlefs to fay that Mr. Lewis, a 
Britith fenator, who acquired fome cele- 
brity from an ingenious and licentious 
romance, is the author of it. In confi- 
deration of the popularity which this tra- 
gedy-pantomime* acquired, and in fome 





iy Mott of usfurely remember the prophe- 

tic lines of Dr. Johnion 3 he thus anticipates 

the proftitution of the ftage, in his prologue, 

at the opening of Drury Lane theatre, in the 

year 1747: : 

“© But who the coming changes can prefage, 

And mark rhe future periods of the ftage ? 

Perhaps if skill could diftant times explore, 

New Behns, new Durfeys, yet remain in 
ftore, 

Perhaps where Lear has rav’d, and Hamlet 
dy*d, 

On flying cars new forcerers may ride. 

Perhaps (for who can guefs th’ effects of 
Chance ?) 

Here — may box, or Mahomet may 

ance,”? 
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meafnre to oppofe its pernicious influence 


on the public taite, 
Viewers very properly took pains i 
it of its finery, se fine the deformite 
of this drama: they fucceeded admirably 
and -we refer our readers for an excellent 
critique on the Caffle Speéive to Anal. 
Rev. Vol. xxviri. p.179. It is pay- 
ing but little compliment to the German 
theatre, that we are pleafed to fee fo ma 
of its produétions tranflated in Englith ; 


the Analytical Re- 


they tend to divert our attention from the 


trumpery which difgraces our own flage . 
Three tranflations have appeared, one by 
Mr. PaPenpDick, a fecond, anonymoully, 
anda third by Mr. Tuompson, fromthe 
German of Kotzerrve’s “¢ Stranger :*° 
a drama which as it prefents an interefting 
picture of human life, and is deftitute of 
puns and buffoonery, was reje&ted by the 
managers both of Drury Lane, and Co- 
vent Garden, as unfuitable to the public 
tafte ; the managers of the former, how- 
ever, altered their opinion, and brought 
forward the Stranger, after a long inter- 
val of time, without the tranflator’s know- 
lege. It is to be hoped they will conde- 
{cend to explain this dark and fufpicious 
tranfaction ; appearances at prefent are 
very much againft ‘them. Two tranfla- 
tions liave alfo appeared of Kotzenve’s 
‘© Natural Son; or, Lovers Vows: one 
ably and faithfully performed by Milfs 
ANNE PLuUMPTRE: to thefe muft be 
added, a mutilation of the fame intereft- 
ing play by Mrs. INCHBALD: this laft, 
being without any qualification the wort 
of the three, is performed at Covent Gar- 
den with great applaufe! A third trage- 
dy has been tranflated from KorzeBue, 
by Mr. THOMPSON, entitled ¢¢ Adelatde 
of Wulfingen.’ § Count Benyow/ki,” 
tranflated by Mr. Render, is moreover, 
attributed to the pen of KoTZEBUE: 
very oppofite opinions are entertained con- 
cerning its merit ; we cannot think it by 
any means equal to the others which have 
come before us. From the German of 
Goethe, * Clavidgo’’ have been tranflar- 
ed, and “ Stella: ** The Sorrows ot 
Werter’’ have long fince given a popula. 
rity to this writer: in the tragedies we 
have now announced, are fome exquifite 
fpecimens of pathos. Stella is not with- 
out its extravagance. T'wo tranflations 
have appeared of Schiller’s Hiftorie play, 
‘¢ Don Carlos :*’ we have read them both 
with unabated interett. The incidents 
of this drama, though not coniufed, are 
certainly in fome degree perplexed : or 
ity awakens attention, an 


this perplexi 
Mok reader neither can, nor de- 
ferves 


an indolent 






















































































































4 3 > - : ~ 
Ray eee . - 9 
_*, ° 
: ” ~ * « s 
— . 


— 








~2 as 

















ee ee 














we Tet wr 











ee Ha 














Ee Aa a 











— 
. '*- 
- —° feeecre-.- 


ee ae 





7s 








a 


a oe 
_ = 











pau 











—— 
~ 
—— 


- 








est. = 





- cy 





psig 








c ee bd neh ee ~ ne! S agi: 


—— 

ts 
Tideta~ 
=.- oO 











‘ 
at 
+ “pa 


Fe ne ght wl 
> 
— ’ 





nee oy 
yr: 


Ss 











SS 
optur 





or $s ane 
* * 


: _—- 
. . ms 
: we tet ay rene re 
* = . 














ovow™ 





_ i. Pade 











516 


ferves to relifh Schiller. ‘* The In- 
quifiter”’ is a tragedy tranflated alfo 
trom the German by the late James Petit 
Andrews, and Mr. Pye the poet-laureat ; 
at will naturally be expected to contaia 
coniiderable merit. Another tranflation 
has appeared of this play as it was per- 
formed at the Hay-market. Mr. Mur- 
PHY, the learned trantlator of Tacitus, 
has written a tragedy which will not dif- 
credit, though it certainly does not add 
to the reputation of its author. ‘* Armi- 
wius’ was the Hero of Germany: * he 
had not like the kings and generals of a 
former day, the infancy of Rome to cope 
with ; he had to ittruggle with a great 
and flourifhing empire; he attacked the 
Romans in the meridian of their glory ; 
he ftood at bay for a number of years 
with equivocal fuccefs, fometimes victo- 
rious, often defeated, but in the iflue of 
the war, ftill unconquered.”” This tra- 
gedy appeared at the time we were threat- 
ened with a foreign invafion, and its laud- 
able objet was to encourage unanimity. 
We could mention the titles of many plays 
and farces which have lately appeared ; 
but it would be an uninterefting cata- 
logue ; a few therefore will fuffice. Mr. 
MorTON fancies’ that his ‘‘ Secrets’ are 
“«< eworth knowing ;°° we do not think fo. 
Mr. BaYyLey’s “ Forefler”’ is aftonifhing- 
ly dull; and Mr, Boapen’s hiftorical 
play, ‘* Cambro-Britons” 1s very liitle 
better. * Reformed in Time” has been 
performed at Cevent-Garden with fome 
juccefs. It is tine we fheuld proceed to 
NOVELS AND ROMANCES, 
of which many have appeared within’ the 
jaft fix mouths. Mrs. CHARLOTTE 
Smiti’s ** Young Philsjopher” is a novel 
which will not impair the reputation 
which that lady has already earned: the 
fibry is interefting, the incidents are well 
managed, and tne characters are drawn 
with fpirit. We are forry to add, that 
her attack upon lawyers is vulgar and 
liberal: we have more than once ob. 
ferved that Mrs. Smiru brings her pri- 
¥ate quarrels—or we will rather fay her 
private fufferings, before the public in 
her writings. She unqueitionably feels 
coniolation in thus giving vent to her 
feclings, and the public for a time would 
fympathize in her sorrows: but fuch 
reiterated mournings and complaints are 
tirefome and repultive; where the Jan- 
guage of complaint too degenerates into 
that of refentinent, its appeal is totally 
and defervedly inefficacious. Mrs. SMITH 
has fuffered by profeffional chicanery—be 
it (05 is it logical to draw a general In- 
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ference from particular premifes ? is jt 
Jiberal to utter abufe againit a profeflio 

—a learned and {cientific profeftion—-be- 
cauie there are fome members in it of dif. 
reputable character and profligate prin 

ciples! The fecond volume of the « Young 
Phiiofopher”’ (there are four) is almof 
wholly filled with the hiftory of Glenmo. 
nis; occalionai and thort digteflions kee 

alive the attention, but a digreffion fo yp. 
mercifully long as this is, interrupts the 
narrative fo much as to weaken our in. 
tereft in it. Notwithftanding thefe faults, 
however, the ** Young Philofopher’ is a 
novel, which as we before obferved, will 
not leflen the reputation which Mis, 
SmM1ItH has defervedly acquired in this 
ftyle of compolition. Arthur Fitz Al. 
bani’ is not the produétion of a vulgar 
pen; the author’s object is to plead the 
caufe of birth againft fortune, and repre- 
fent loftinefs of {entiment and difinterefted- 
nefs of character as almoft exclufively al- 
lotted to the highborn: this novel is evi- 
dently the effufion of a difcontented mind 
and a gloomy imagination. Not fo Mifs 
PoRTER’S * Offavia"’ which is interett- 
ing and vivacious. ‘* The Mountain Cot- 
tager’’ is a tanciful and ingenious tale, 
tranflated from the German ot M. SPEIss, 
by Mifs ANNE PLumprTreE. A tran!- 
lation has appeared from the German of 
that original and very interefting novel of 
Auguftus Lafontaine, ‘* Clara Duplefis, 
and Clairant; the Hiflory of a Family of 
French Emigrants.’ The tranflation ‘is 
in three volumes ; it is elegant and fufh- 
ciently correét. Mr. Duron has pub- 
lithed a third volume of Nicolai’s « Life 
and Opinions of Scbaldus Nothanker.” 
<< The Hiftory of my Father’ is tranflated 
from KorzeBueE: it is written in imi- 
tation of Sterne. The young author of 
‘¢ Henry Willoughby” difplays himfelf to 
be a man of obfervation and of thought. 
The novel contains a great deal of good 
fente, but as there is no ghoft in it, and 
very little about love and murder, it 1s 
not likely to gratify a very numerous clals 
of readers. We are not by any means 
pleafed, however, with the author's pro- 
penfity to look on the world witha dil- 
contented—not to fay mifanthropic eye: 
that vice and mifery are engendered in 
civil fociety, is moft true; out to civil 
fociety—notwithftanding Mr, Burke's fe- 
mi-ferious attack on it—are we indebt 

for a large, a very large portion of our 
felicity and comforts ; for all the treafures 
of literature and fcience. With avery 
few exceptions, the hero of this novel 


mects with no character but wiiat is “ 








and deteftable. 


sefleStion on his Creator, Mr. Litoyp’s 
“© Edmund Oliver’? has contiderable me- 
rit: it is levelled at the Godwinean phi- 
Jofophy ; with a fimplicity of ftory, and 
no unconimon coincidence of events, it is 
rendered interefting from the fentiment 
which pervades it: and what is of infi- 
itely more difficulty than plot-making, 
the delineation of character. ** Deravent 
Priery”’ will amule a leifure hour, and 
the fame may be faid of Mr. Parsons’ 
« Anecdotes of trvo well-known Families.” 
“ Janthe’’ is the production of Mifs 
Emity CLaRK, grand-daughter of the 
late Colonel Frederick, fon of Theodore, 
king of Corfica: fuch is the fympathy of 
monarchs and great men, that the defcend- 
ant of the untortunate Theodore is now 
impelled to exercife her talents in fupport of 
herfelf, her fitter, and her mother! .May 
this honourable employment meet the 
reward it merits! Whatever be the faults 
of Janthe as a compofition, it wi!] intereft 
every man of feeling, from the proofs 
which it difplays of the amiable uncor- 
rupted mind of its young author. But 
fanthe is rather above than below the 
ordinary run of novels. ‘* More Glofts.”” 
Fair readers, be not frightened: thefe 
hofts are conjured up by one of your 
own fex, for objects of inftruétion and 
amufement, not of terror; they are in- 
tended to diffipate the horrors which fome 
of their hideous, iron-clanking brethren 
‘ave excited in the palpitating bofoms of 
young feinales at their boarding-f{chools ; 
and the adventures of thefe Ghofts lead 
to many juft reflections on the errors of 
education, and the regularity of the 
paffions. This novel is written by the 
wile of an-ofhcer; who—labours-swith her 
pen tor the fupport of herfelf and her young 
offspring. * Duféldorf” is a romance by 
ANNA Maria’ MACKENZIE, who is a 
pep: f lorry imitator of Mrs. RADCLIFFE. 
The Step-mother” is a tale of tome 
merit. Mifs Kine’s * Walderf”’ evinces 
genius ; it is tar from being a novel of 
high merit ; the errors are numerous, but 
it alfords good ground for fuipe&ting that 
the au. hor has talents, has taite, and has 
ecling, which, if properly: cultivated, 
may enable her to produce fomething of 
Rete kind. Mifs Tomuins’ 
e an de Tracy,” Mr. BELLANCY’s 
adinfki,” «6 Geraldinay’ “© Statire,” 

¢. Complete the catalogue. We ought 


‘0 tpecity that «© The Ca/tle of the Keck” 

“ hot ill written, and that Mrs, HuGit’s 
Videra of Galicia,” difplays confider- 
ToNTHLY Mac, No. xb, 
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Such a picture of man- 
kind is unfair, and in our opinion it is 
not very creditable to the author ; it is a 


$17 
able invention, It is time that we fhould 
proceed to 

EDUCATION, 

Mrs. LANDEN has publithed « The 
Plan of Educetion ” witch fhe profeffes to 
purtue in her academy in Sloane-ftreet ; 
it 18 a Very extenfive one; the fubjeGs of 
her initruction are numerous, nor do or- 
namental improvement and external deco- 
ration ufurp an undue prepertion ot her 
care. Moyzal and intelle@ual attainments, 
the graces of the mind, and the affections 
of the heart, are attended to with a be- 
coming preterence. Ii the plan which is 
chalked out with fo liberal a hand be 
fairly and fully adopted—we certainly 
have no reafon to fufpect that it is not fo 
—then Mrs. LANDEN’s academy ws very 
much fuperior to the ordinary boarding- 
{chaols of tae metropolis and its environs. 
Milfs Joneshas publithed an “ Analysis 
of Edtucaticn, a Plan of a Seminary for 
Young Ladies; with the jorm of murning 
and evening frayers ufed at Sutten-bouje.” 
Thefe fort of publications are extremely 
ufetul to parents, who, before they fub- 
mit a child to the care and education of a 
governeis, are thus enabled to obtain in- 
formation relative to the fort of care, and 
the fort of education fhe is likely to re 
ceive. Mifs Jonzs thews hericlt to be 2 
woman of good underftanding, and it 
feems to us, that her mode of education 
in general, and the means, in particular, 
which fhe adopts for the government of 
children, are very proper. The courte of 
inftruction which Mr. Evans {ketches in 
his Ejay on the Educaticn of Youth ” is 
liberal and judicious ; the fame encomium 
may be paffed on Mr. CaTLow’s ‘ One 
lines of a Plan of Infiruction adapted to the 
varied purpofes of active Life.” Nirs. 
Godwin’s * Lefous jor Cétidren” are part 
of a feries which that uniortunate woman 
intended to have written for the inftru€tion 
of her daughter: it were {uperfluous to 
enlarge on their excellence. The Abbé 
Gaultier has long fince obtained celebrity 
for his attempts to facilitate the precets 
of education; his “* Lecures Sraduecs 


pour les Enfans,” (progreflive Leffons tor 


shi 1] rent bis tame: we 
Children) will augment his - o 
~~ + rs hy 72 his 
cannot help thinking, however, th é 
{(cheme of inftruction 1s fomew.ia. too ar 
ifici thich we mean to be uncer- 
tificial—by whicai we mean 
ftood that it has 
contrivance in it 
mental! principle, 


too much artifice and 
.—-we like his funaa- 
PF nd on ele 
however, of enccavour- 
ing to render infraction a piealure, ane 
rot a taik to children. Under the a 
’ come ’ 
of education we may rank the Rev. ] ir 
*e 6 Moral Contrafis: Mr. 
Gitpin’s ‘ Moras conird, 


10W long 
. ; i¢ been known, and 
GiiPin has long .u hoon 
























A EE 












































































































































































































































518 


been refpected in the literary world: in 
the prefent little work, the power of reli- 
gion is exemplified under different cha- 
raéters; Mr. Willoughby and Sir James 
Leigh are both represented as young men 
of rank and fortune: their education 1s 
oppofite, and the confequence of each fyf- 
tem is happily illuftrated ; impiety, pro- 
fufion, immorality, and ruin attend Sir 
James, while integrity, benevolence, and 
virtue adorn the life of Willoughby, and 
accompany him with fatisfaction and en- 
joyment to the end of his days. ‘To thefe 
fictitious characters are added two others 
taken from real life, in which the power 
of religion is {till farther exemplified ; 
one of them is that of the Earl of Rochef- 
ter, and the other is that cf Niambanna, 
an African prince who was brought over 
to England by the Sierra Leone company. 
The ‘* Youth's Mifcellany” is compiled by 
the author of the ‘* Fuvenile Olio:” it 
confifts of tales, fables, reflections, &c. 
which are intended by the author, and in 
general they are well calculated to an{wer 
the purpofe of his intention, “ to pro 
mote a love of virtue and learning, to 
correct the judgment, to improve the 
taite, and to humanize the mind.” Dr. 
MorseE’s ‘* Elements of Geography” were 
principally written for the improvement 
of his countrymen; the Doégtor is par- 
ticularly diffule, therefore, in his defcrip- 
tion of America. This work will be 
confidered as a very ufeful fchool-book. 
Mrs. CHARLOTTE SMITH has again de- 
voted her talents to the inftruction of 
children: fhe has lately publifhed two 
volumes of ** Minor Morals 2” the work 
confitts of dialogues, and occafional nar- 
ratives ; it is interfperfed with fketches of 
natural hiltory, hiftorical anecdotes, and 
original ftories ; morality is impreffively 
recommenced, and the profe is occafionall 
varied with poetical pieces. It will got 
be impertinent to announce an abridge- 
ment “* 4/Ufage de la Feuneffe,” of the 
Abbe Bartheleiny’s “ Voyege du Feune 
Anacharfis en Grece,”’ &e. to this abridge- 
ment is annexed ** La Vie de [ Auteur par 
M. le Duc de Nivernois.’ The work is 
well printed, correct, and cheap. Mr. 
HeMerT has abridged and tranflated from 
the German of G. C. Sturm, « RefleGions 


Jor every Day im the Year, on the works of 


God aud bis providence throughout Nature.” 
Tr his abrilgement is excellently adapted 
tor the uie of fchools. Mifs Srock- 
DALE's * Family Book, cr Children’s Four- 
ma!,” is a traniiation from the French of 
M. Bexquin; fome peetical pieces are 
yitertperied, written by the tranflator. 


‘ Bue (Y ; 
Desestus Gracarum fententiarum,” &c, 
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to thefe felect Greek fentences are added 
grammatical and philological notes fog 
the ufe of f{chools: this is a very ufe. 
ful work. Mr. SALMON, whofe ac- 
curacy and ingenuity have often been 
difplayed in philological and grammatical 
inveftigation, has publifhed « The firft 
Principles of Englifh Grammar, methoij. 
cally exhibited and explained upon a Plan 
entirely new, intending to render the Know. 
ledge of them ufeful in the Study of other 
Languages.” }Mr. Carpenter’s * Scholar's 
Spelling Afifiant,”’ may be adopted with 
profit by matters. We are happy to an- 
nounce, that the admirable ** French Gram- 
mar’ of the Abbé de Levizac, has been 
abridged by himfelf. Mr. Chardon’s 
‘6 Exercifes upon the French Grammar,” 
may be fafely recommended. Mrs. Pit 
kington’s ‘ Scripture Hiftories,” is a work 
of merit ; we cannot, however, but think 
that her attempt to familiarize the lan- 
guage of the {cripture hiftory, fhews a 
want of tafte; what can exceed the dig- 
nified fimplicity of the original? Mrs. 
Pilkington’s pen is often employed in the 
inftruction of young perfons ; her ‘‘Mir- 
ror for the Female Sex,” is intended to lead 
the female mind to the love and practice 
of moral goodnefs. The idea of the pre- 
fent little work was fuggefted by Dodd’s 
Beauties of Hiftory, and its object is to 
introduce young ladies to an ‘ early ac- 
quaintance with fuch extraordinary cha- 
racters in their own fex as have either 
adorned or difgraced the page of biegra- 
phy.” “* Tales of the Cottage,” are wiit- 
tenen the plan of Madame de Genlis’s 
work, ‘ LesVeilleés du Chateau ;’ they aie 
interefting and appropriate. The ‘ Tales of 
the Hermiloge,” ave adapted to inftrué and 
amute the riiing generation. Mr.CHARLES 
ALLEN’s ‘* New and improved History of 
England,” &c. andhis “New andimproved 
Roman Hiftory,” are both of them to be 
confidered as judicious and ufeful fchool. 
books. Mrs. HoumMe’s & Infiruciive 
Rambles,” unite inftruétion with enter- 
tainment ; it is a work of great fimplicity 
and morality. With Mrs. WAKEFIELD $ 
‘© Refleflions cn the prefent Condition of the 
Female Sex,” are interwoven fuggeltions 
for its improvement. KEEPER'S “ Tra- 
weéls in fearch of his Mafter,” are amufing 
and inftructive. 

Confidering the importance of a good 
education in early years, we have endea- 
voured to notice all the publications of 
any merit which treat on the fubject ; rq 
is highly grateful to us, that in our ens 
we have difcovered fo many, and foie o 
them of fo great excellence. We 
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We are now come to the laft divifion, 
MISCELLANIES, 
Which will be tound to embrace a 
number of works of great merit and im. 
stance. We know not where to arrange 
with more propriety than under this head, 


« The Works of Horatio Walpole, Earl of 


Orford ;” this {plendid publication con- 
fits of five ponderous quarto volumes, 
the contents of which are in general, what 
the author himfelf had feleéted; in a 
meafure alfo they are new; for though all 
the traéts of Horace Walpole, which had 
before been publifhed, are embodied in 
this work, they are enriched with fo man 
valuable obfervations, which fuggefted 
themfelves to the noble author in his ma- 
turer years, that to their intrinfic excel- 
lence is added the charm of novelty: the 
fourth and fifth volumes, with inconfider- 
able exceptions, are compofed of matter 
which had never been before the public. 
Mr. Walpole devoted almoft the whole 
of his long Jife to literary purfuits ; he 
cultivated with equal fucce{s his tafte, his 
talents, and his temper ; his acquirements 
were Various, but not fuperficial ; his ex- 
curfive genius, after exploring the dark 
and intricate labyrinths of antiquity, refted 
not, but as a relief from labour, would 
ramble through the delightful regions 
of fancy, and cull fome of the choiceft 
flowers that blow. The public is under 
great obligations to Mr. Berry and his 
fair aflociate for the care, the accuracy, 
and elegance with which they have edited 
thefe interefting volumes. Mr? Browne, 
of Trinity college, Dublin, has publithed 
two volumes of ‘* Mi/cellaneous Sketches ; 
or, Hints for Effays ;* they difplay much 
good fenfe and acute obfervation, and are 
obvioufly the effufions of a mind well 
fored with the treafures of literature. 
Mr. Browne is_one of thefe gloomy phi- 
lofophers who confider civilization to 
move, as it were, in the periphery of a 
circle; even in its progrefs, always re- 
turning to the point of barbarifm from 
which it ftarted ; «¢ my own opinion al- 
ways has been,” fays he, «* that the pre- 
gent ftate of illumination and refinement 
will be fucceeded by fecond darknefs and 
cimmerian night, equally gloomy with 
the cloud raifed by the cruth of the Roman 
empire 5°” far from confidering the art of 
printing as an adequate guarantee againft 
this melancholy retrogreflion of the mind, 
he fays the art of printing may itfelf be- 
come exclufively the engine of wickednefs, 
Vice, of folly, and of irreligion. Mr. 
rown adduces the example of France in 
fupport of his arguments. We are not 
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of that number who confider the caufe of 
France as infeparably conneéted with the 
caule of freedom, and who therefore think 
it neceflary to defend the former in all her 
infamous enormities. Far from it—very 
far trom it indeed. We cannot, however, 
think it fair to attribute the enormities ot 
France to the art of printing. That in the 
phrenzy of revolution, the art of print- 
ing was unable to counteraé them is moft 
true, and that when the prefs, under the 
reign of Robefpierre, was an engine which 
at Lis peril no one but the tyrant dare employ, 
it for the moment contributed to the enor- 
mities is true; but that the art of printing, 
where the freedom of the prefs is urrefirict. 
ed, thould permanently and fteadily ope- 
rate to rebarbarize mankind, isa 

ftion, in our opinion, totally repug- 
nant to common fenfe and common reafon, 
‘The mufes are bitter bad judges of philo- 
fophy, fays Mr. Horne Tooke; but the 
foundnefs of the pcet’s judgment, who 
faid, “ Ingenuas didiciffe fideliter artes,” 
&c. has never been difputed ; and Mr. 
Browne, if he had attended to the pro- 
ceedings of the national inftitute, and 
other literary and {cientific focieties in 
France, would have paufed before he fpoke 
in fo peremptory a tone ; he would have 
been compelled to anticipate the time, ne 
diftant time we hope, when thofe ferocious 
frowns which have dilgraced the infant 
republic fhall {often into imiles, into {miles 
ot benevolence and peace. It is grateful 
to have men of literary eminence coin- 
cide with us in opinion, and that fucha 
coincidence fhould be accidentally made 
known is doubly fo. How highly gratified 
then muft Mr. Browne be, could he but 
know that Dr. Trufler, the Rev. Dr. 
Trufler, has given his formidable inter- 
dict tothe art of printing, in ‘* 4” Effay 
on literary Property, containing a Commen- 
tary on the Statute of Queen Anne (8 Q,An. 
c.19. and Animadverfions on that Statute, 
aith a dedicatory Preface,’ in bad Eng- 
lith, ‘to the Lord Chancellor.” Doctor 
Trufler afferts that the art of printing, if 
not the firft, is at any rate the fecondary 
caufe of all the troubles which France has 
experienced. The Dostor, however, goes. 
a little farther; he fays, that the art of 
reading alfo has had fomething to do with 
it. As we are not quarreliome people, 
we fhall give up the point. We dare not 
indulge ourfelves in quotation ; but it 
would really have been a great treat te us 
to have given a {pecimen of this reverend 
author’s eflay. The Doctor acknow- 


ledges, ‘¢ that irmy has — at 
‘ts cood ules; this 1s very true, Tor we 
“—— remember 
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remember to have feen it ftated fome where, 
that Dr. Trufler’s Chronology has gone 
through fourteen large editions ; his Al- 
manacks, Abridgements, Diftionary of 
reputed Synonyms, &c. have no doubt 
convinced him teelingly, that the art of 
printing has had its ules. But we have 
dwelt too long on this vile nonfenfe ; it 
may not be amifs, however, to {tate that the 
Doétor wrote this efayagainft the free cir- 
culation of books, in order to be revenged 
on his toes the bookfellers, againft whom 
he ishighly indignant. He torgets that 
his principles would recoil on hinelf. 
Perhaps, we might with mere propriety 
have introduced under ‘* Irith Politics,’’ 
than under the prefent head, ‘* 4d Nar- 
rative of the Sufferings and Efcape of 
Charles fackfon, late rejident at Wexford, 
in Jreland, wcludimg an Account by way of 
Fournal, of feveral barbarous atrecities 
committed in ‘Ffune1798, by the Irifo Rebels 
1n that Town, while it was i their Pofef- 
fin, to the greater part of which he was 
an eye-witnefs.” ‘The number of infur- 
gents who attacked the town of Wextord, 
is computed to be 15,000; their outrages 
were indeed moft barbarous. Dr. Vincent 
as publifhed, ‘* An Enquiry into the form 
and conflitution cf the Legion of the Conful 
Manlius *,” in iluftration of the 8th, gth, 
and roth, chapters of the eighth book of 
Livy. He fuppeles, not merely that the 
Rorarit were heavy armed foldiers, but 
that the Accenfi were fo too ; with regard 
to the legion iftelf, he enters into a copious 
difcuffion of particulars, and introduces 
a plan of it. Mr. Gilpin’s ‘* Odferwa- 
tions onthe Wepern Paris ef England, re- 
lative chi-fly to picturejque Beauty,” have 
Jain in his port-folio thefe twenty years, 
and we are now indebted for their publica- 
tion, to the humane and charitable difpo- 
fition which has ever diftingufhed this 
elegant author. We have good reafons 
for believing that the benefits of this in- 
genious and entertaining work are intend- 
ed to lay the foundation of a fund for the 
fupport of a ichool for the inftruétion of 
poorchildren. Mr. Gilpin’s ideas on the 
picturefgue, itis obvious, even from the 
title-page, diifer from thofeof Mr. Price, 
the fecond volume of whofe effays on that 
fubject are noticed in our lait retroipeét. 
Mr. JOHN IRELAND t has publifhed the 
trird and laft volume of his ‘* Hogarth il- 
lujirated;” it is to be coniidered as a fup- 
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* 66 De Lezione Manijand queftio ex Livia 
dejumpta, e rer Militaris Romane fludiofis pre- 
ejita.”” 

+ Not the Shakfpearcan Samuel/e. 





(Sup, 
plement to the two former. Mr. In¢r AN 


having obtained from the executrix of H 
garth’s widow a number of his MSS, and 


D 
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conceiving that they would bea highly in. 
tereiting preient to the public, has ar. 
ranged and printed them. He thinks the 
may admit of the following divifion : 1. 
“* Hogarth’s Life, comprehending his 
courle of ftudy, correfpondence, political 
quarrels, &c. 2. A MS. vol. in folio, 
containing the autographs of the fubicri- 
bers to his Eleéjon, and intended print of 
Sigiimunda; and letters to and from 
Lord Grotvenor, relative to that picture, 
3. The MS. of the Analyfis of Beauty, 
with the original fketches, and many re- 
marks omitted in the printed copy. 4, 
A tupplement tothe Analyfis, never pub- 
lithed ; comprifing a fuccinét hiftory of 
the arts in his own time, his account of the 
inftitution of the Royal Academy, &e.  s, 
Sundry memoranda, relative to the fub- 
ject of his fatire on feveral of his prints.” 
Dr. Yeates, in his ** Obfervaticns on the 
claims of the Moderns to fome Dijcoveries 
in Chemifiry and Phyfiolozy,” brings for- 
ward the works of Dr. Mayow, a phyti- 
cian of the laft century, as not having met 
with that juftice which is due to their 
merit: to eftimate and manifeft the full 
value of Dr. Mayow’s experiments and 
difcoveries, feems indeed to have been 
a principal object of this ingenious 
publication. ‘* An Appeal to the Mincf 
Great Britain in Bebalf cf Women,” is the 
production of a female pen; it has not 
the fire, the animation, and the origina- 
lity of Mrs. WoLLSTONECRAFT’Ss work 
on the fame fubjeét, but the author will 
not have the fewer admirers on that ac- 
count. We have read the work with 
pleafure, becaule the fubject ought not to 
fink into oblivion : the author appears to 
be an amiable, diffident, and fenfible wo- 
maa. Mr. Beatson’s * Ejay ow the 
Comparative Advantage of Vertical and 
Horizontal Windmills,” &c. is very gens 
ous: the principles on which Mr. Beat- 
SON, conftrnéts the horizontal mill, 18 
fimple, and the method of getting the 
fails back feems ingenious and practica- 
ble. Mr. BLack, ope of the furviving 
officers of the fhip, has publifhed “ 4% 
Authentic Narrotive,” and a very melan- 
choly one, of the mutiny on board the 
Lady Jane Shore, with particulars of 4 
journey through part of Brazil: it 38 
written in a letter dated, *¢ Rio Janeiro, 
Jan. 18th 1798.” The third voiume !s 
publithed, of The Lounger’s\Common Place 
Boook ;” this is a compilation of anec- 
dotes, biographical, political, — 
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and fatirical : it is a very entertaining 
mmi(cellany, and feems to be the produc- 
rion of aman of reading and obfervation : 
it continues to be conducted with the fame 
fpirit, humour, and originality, which 
ft made it popular, ‘* Dr, Fobufon's 
Table Talk: this is a feleftion of anec- 
dotes, &c. from Mr. Bofwell’s circum- 
fantial biography. As the defcent of 
BUONAPARTE in Egypt has long fince 
been known, it is futhcient now to ftate, 
that previous to his arrival there, Mr. 
{rW1N, queltioning the deftination of 
the general’s army to that quarter, from 
the difficulty which would oppofe its pro- 
grels, publifhed <6 An Enquiry into the 


Feafibility of the Suppofed Expedition of 


Buenaparte to the Eaf? ;”’ this little pam- 
phlet difplays much local knowlege; as 
does another by the Editor of the hittory 
of Peter III. and Catherine the II. of 
Rufia, entitled ‘* Obferwations on the 
Expedition of General Buonaparte,” &c. 
A tecond volume is publifhed of ** Bio- 
graplical Anecdotes, of the Founders of the 
French Republic :*? it yields not to the firft 
inany refpect. The Editor of the Varie- 
ties of Literature, has been induced from 
the fuccefs of that work to publifh ano- 
ther, exactly on the fame plan, but un- 
neceflarily, we think, under a different 
title, “ Selections from Foreign Literary 
Journals.” The ** Annual Regifters” 
proceed as ufual. Mr. Cary’s © New Iti- 
nerary,’’ we have on more than one occa- 
fion tound accurate and ufeful. Dr. 
NATHAN Drake’s ‘“ Literary Hours,” 
is a mifcellaneous work of much merit ; 
itis written fomewhat after the manner of 
a periodical publication, and confifts of 
lays, critical, pbilofophical, and hifto- 
rical, poetry, and tales. We remember 
to have feen fome_of thefe effays in the 
Speculator, an ingenious work, the firft 
and only volume of which appeared 
fome years ago. It appears that Dr, 
Drake's fignature in the Speculator was 
N. The effays, which are reprinted in 
the prefent work, are all of them very 
much altered for the better. 

We have now conduéted our reader 
through all the various apartments of 
the creat National Library, and pointed 
Out to them the valuable acquifitions 
which it has received within the laft fix 
months ; we are obliged to the company 
for their attendance, and take our leave of 
a with an invitation to repeat their 
Mitat the end of another half-year, and 
fo bring with them as many of their ac- 
faintance as they choofe, Valete Amici, 
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STATE OF LITERATURE AND T! 
ENCES IN PoRTUuGAaL, 
ITHIN the laf twenty years the 

: Portuguefe have made fome fuc- 
cefsful efforts to thake off the grols igno- 
ance and fhameful floth with which they 
fo often have been reproached. The prefent 
queen, if fhe have not founded, has at leaf 
fuffered a Royal Academy of Sciences to be 
founded under her aufpices. Its object is 
far lets futile than thofe ridiculous bo- 
dies which had before ulurped the title of 
academy ; aml it has already publifhed 
feveral volumes of its tranfactions; all of 
them containing papers which prove ae 
once the abilities and the patriotic zeal of 
their authors, 

The firft volume of thefe Tranfa&ions 
appeared in 1789. Several matters of 
public utility are there treated of ; fuch 
as a compari(on of the falt of Setubal with 
that of Cadiz; the means of improving 
the culture of cotton, the moft valuable 
production furnifhed by the Braiils to 
Portugal, and through Portugil to the 
reft of Europe; the agriculture and po- 
pulation of feveral provinces of the king- 
dom; the means of naturalifing in the 
mother country feveral produétions of the 
colonies; the mifchief refulting to the 
Portuguefe from luxury, &c. This vo- 
lume is rendered particularly interefting 
by a fhort but luminous differtation on 
that great queftion which ftill divides the 
opinion of men verfed in political econo- 
my: The true influence of mines of the tre- 
cious metals, upon the indufiry of the nations 
that poffefs them, particularly of the Por- 
tuguefe. The author, Don Xodrigo de 
Souza-Coutinho, nephew of the laft ambat- 
fador from the court of Lifbon to France, 
attempts to prove by arguments, {pecious 
at Iealt, that it is not to the peffeifion of 

old and filver mines, but to much more 
active caufes, that the decline of induftry, 
both in Spain and Portugal, mutt be af- 
cribed, In Spain, according to him, that 
decline is accounted for by the expulfion 
of the Moors; by that of the Jews; by 
the diftant and expenfive wars of Philip II. 
aud by the deteitable adminiftration of 
his three fucceffors. He afhrms, that 
in Portugal the influence of the mines 1s 
not chargeable with the ruin of commerce 
and induitry ; that both of them had been 
very flourifhing from the time of Emma- 
nue! ; but that the mad and nniortunate 
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expedition of the youthtul king Sebaf- 
tian, the inteftine commotions that fol- 
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(from 1580 to 2640), and the ruinous 
wars which followed the acceffion of the 
houle of Braganza to the throne, fuiice 
alone to explain the degeneracy of Portu- 
gal till the reign of Peter II. in whoie 
time the mines of Brazil were difcovered. 
*¢ That difcovery,”” he fays, ‘would have 
been a fource of profperity to the king- 
dom, rather than of poverty and depopu- 
Jation, but for the fatal treaty of 1703*, 
which, by deftroying all its manufac- 
tures, and throwing its commerce into 
the hands of a powerful ally, produced 
a balance of trade fo difadvantageous to 
the Portugueft, that the whole produce 
of their mines fcarcely fuffices to pay it.” 
The fame author afferts, ** that the mines 
ciclayed for ome time the fatal effects of 
that treaty; but that they aiterwards be- 
came re/ponfible for all the evil, when the 
ruin of Cie national induftry began to be 
received; and that under the reign of 
John V. they produced that apparent 
opulence, which, not having its founda- 
tion in induttry, and being conftantly di- 
minifhed by the effects of an unfavourable 
balance, in the end entirely dilappeared. 

«¢ Tn our time,”’ concludes the author of 
this paper, ‘* we have feen the dawn of a 
fairer day, and pofterity will, no doubt, 
celebrate the reign of a fovereignt, who 
refufcitated a flourifhing city trom its 
athes. He reftored public credit, and de- 
jivoyed the prejudices that fubje€éted us to 
a nation very clear-fighted in regard to its 
own intereft, which under the feduétive 
veil of protection, reduced us toa itate 
little better than that of a colony.” 

«A young Portuguefe nobleman, fur- 
' rounded by the inveterate enemies of the 
marquis of Pombal, could not be ex- 
petted te pronounce a more direct pane- 
gyric on his adminiftration. But the 
adoption of his ideas by the literary fo- 
ciety, of which he is a member, proves 
at once the difpofition of that fociety to- 
wards England, and the policy of the 
prefent government. If Don Rodrigo had 
been leis rettrained by courtly contidera- 
tions, and by the fear of drawing upon 
himielfthe animofity of fanaticiim, he cer- 
tainly would not have failed to number 
among the caufes of the decline of Por- 
tugal, and among the obitacles to its re- 
generation, the ettablifhment of the In- 
guifition, which took place in the reign 
of John III. that is to fay, at the very 
epoch, fince which his country has been 
ina regular Rate of decay. } 
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* The treaty between England and Pog- 
tugal, commonly called Mdetbuen’s treaty. 
t Jofeph I. 
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of ane volume of the Trantaétions 

idemy of Lifbon, contains pa rs 
on a variety of fubjeéis, interefting to 
Portugal. Among them, are long details 
concerning the culture of the vine and 
the means of bringing it to perfection 
In this treatife, the violent meafures em. 
ployed in 1766, by the marquis of Pom. 
bal, to prevent the increafe of vineyards 
at the expence of tillage, are in fome re. 
{pects juitified. The abufe which that 
minifter withed to deftroy, has in a great 
degree furvived his adminiftration, Tt ig 
ftill prevalent in the three northern pro- 
vinces, efpecially in thofe of Tra-los- 
Montes and Beira, where grounds highly 
fuitable to corn and vegetables are planted 
with vines. In the fertile and beautiful 
province of Entre-Minho-y-Douro, that 
culture ought more particularly to give 
piace to other kinds, the wine it produces 
being much weaker than the produce of 
the other provinces. A proof of this is 
afforded by a vineyard near Alafoens, be- 
tween the Vonga and the Mondego, the 
wine of which is fo defective in {pirits, 
that from ten meafures only one of brandy 
is obtained. 

The fecond volume alfo contajns fome 
curious papers concerning the cochineal 
of Brazil, the overflowing of the Tagus, 
the ravages it makes, and the means ot 
preventing them ; as alfo concerning {ea- 
coal; the trees that it would be advan- 
tageous to propagate; iron manufactorics; 
the whale-fifhery; the cultivation of 
wafte-land, &c. 

The fucceeding volumes contain feve- 
ral treatifes equally ufeful, and which 
may be found interefting, even out of 
Portugal; fuch are thofe relative to agri- 
cultural matters, particularly the vine and 
olive-tree. One of thefe papers, the au- 
thor of which, Vincenzio Coatha de Sca- 
bra, appears to be an obferver well verled 
in botanical ftudies, recommends the cul- 
ture of the palma chrifti, the fruit of 
which contains a feed that yields oil m 
abundance. ‘This tree, which grows 10 
great plenty about the Brazils, furnithes 
all the miners with fuficient oil for thei 
confumption. If planted in Portugal, 
where its cultivation has been attempted 
with fuecefs in feveral places, it would 
fupply the want of oil of olives in many 
cales; but the author acknowledges that 
the oil of the palmi chrifit, commonly 
called caftor oil, cannot be ufed as an ali- 
ment, on account of its naufeous taite, 
and purgative quality. 

Soke speati, Fitba b Mayu 
Dias Baptifta, andentitled “ P pyfical an 

Eccyomice 
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Economical Defeription of Coimbra and its 
Environs,” proves that the fcience of bo- 
rany is better known in Portugal than is 
generally fuppoled. Since 1789, the aca- 
demy ot Lifbon has printed feveral works 
relative to that {cience, among which are 
«“ Viridarium Lufitanacum Linneanis no- 
minibus illufiratum,’’ by Domingo Van- 
delli; and ‘ Flora Cochinchinenfis,” by 
Joan. de Loureiro. There are, moreover, 
at Lifbon, feveral botanical gardens,which 
are worthy of the attention of travellers, 
as are the different mufeums of natural 
hiftory in that capital, Coimbra, Evora, 
Matra, &c. 

One of the moft interefting papers to 
be found among the trantaétions of the 
academy at Lifbon, relates to the fifheries, 
particularly that of the whale, which the 
Portuguefe might carry on to great advan- 
tage on the coafts of Brazil, and for the 
produce of which they now pay to Eng- 
land 700,000,000 rez annually (abcut 
180,000]. ) 

The academy of Lifbon proves alfo that 
the Portuguefe are not ftrangers to che- 
miftry and aftronomy. It has lately printed 
an“ Effay on the new Theory of Fire,” 
by Mageliaens; and an excellent ‘* Di/- 
Jertation on Heat,’ by Coalho ce Scabra. 
We alfo find among its tranfaCtions of the 
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ae — " contain five'perfons 

rage, he concludes that the 
population of Portugal mutt amount to 
about 397245900 fouls. He proves after. 
wards, by an exact account taken in fome 
particular places, that the eftimate of five 
perions to a houfe, very little excceds the 
truth, and that it is therefore incontefti- 
ble that Portugal, according to what he 
has afferted, contains at leaft three millions 
and a half of inhabitants. 
_ Independently of its own  Tranfac- 
trons,” the academy has alfa undertaken 
the printing of a great many books, con- 
fifting either of original works, or of tran- 
flations from the French, Englifh, and 
Spanifh. The lift we are about to give 
ot the principal publications which ap- 
peared in this manner, between the years 
1787 and 1794, will ferve, in {ome mea- 
fure, to acquit the Portuguefe of the 
charge brought againit them of neglecting 
all the-fciences. For it will be reaily be- 
lieved, that it was not for its members 
alone that the academy publifhed thefe 
different works; and that it would not 
have incurred the expence if it had not 
reckoned upon a certain number of pur- 
chafers. It is to its care, that the pub- 
lication of the following books ts due: 

‘“* Hiftoria juris civilts Lufitami ;” “ In- 


year1791, * A Treatife on the Utility of fiitutiones juris civilis Lufitani,” both by 


Chemical Knowledge, as applied to the Con- 
firuction of Edifices,”’ by Alex. Auton. das 
Neves. . 
For fome years paft, the academy has 
publifhed an annual volume of ** Nautical 
Epbemerides; or an Aftronomical Fournal,” 
calculated tor the meridian of Litbon; 
and it was alfo under its aufpices, that 
the ‘ Perpetual Aftronomical Tables for 
the Uje of the Portuguefe Navigation,” 
were printed in 1790. - — - — 
The academicians of Lifbon have alfo 
publifaed fome curious refearches con- 
cerning the population of their country. 
One of them, ‘fos. Joag. Soares de Barros, 
printed at Paris, a few years back, a fmall 
tract,in which he endeavoured to prove that 
Portugal contained at leaft three millions 
efinhabitants. In a new work, included 
inthe “ Tranfaéiions of the Academy,” be 
goes {till farther ; ‘and maintains, that the 
population of that kingdom ought to be 


rated at upwards of three millions and a- 


half. 
fults o 


the account that was taken in 1776, of 


He fupports his affertion by the re- 


all the cities, towns, and villages, and of 


the number ot houfes contained in each. 


- it appears that the total number of 
OUis Was 744,980, and as each houle is 





f feveral enquiries, particularly by 


Pafcal-Joteph Mello Freire. 


“¢ The Life of the Infant Don Edwnrd,” 
by Andreas de Rezende. 

© Memoirs of Agriculture,” which gained 
the academical prize in 1787 and 1788. 

Vefties of the Arabian Tongue in Pore 
tugal, or, Etymological Dictionary of the 
Portuguefe ward, which have an 4 rabic 
origin. By Francis Joad. de Soula. 

‘Arabian Documents of the Portuguefe 
Hifiery, in Arabic and Portugue/e. 

A Colleion of Works never before 
printed, Containing: The Hiflory of the 
Reigns of Fobn I. Edward, Alphonfo V. and 
Fobn I. Kings of P ortucal, , 

A Treatife on the Mcans of Improving 
the Manufa@ure of Oil tr Portugal ; @ 
treatife on the Cultivation of the Olve-tret 
in Portugal; both by Joad Emton Della- 
wee on Phyficial Educetion, ad- 
drefed to the Portugues? Nation. By 
Francis de Mello-svanco. 7 

Another Treatile bearing the fame 
Title. By Francis Joteph de Almeida. 

Obfervations on the Principal Caujes of 
the Decline of the Portuguese se in Hie 
By Anthony Caetano de a a 

Memoirs ilujftrative of the sttory 
Tranfmarine Natiwns. 
i 


A Di&tionary 
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A Dj&ienary of ihe Portuguefe Lan- 


guage, &c. &c. 


We pafs over in filence feveral others 


relating merely to Portuguefe Literature, 
» which is not perhaps deferving of great 
celebrity, but to which the academy of 


Lifbon calls the attention of its country- 
men, either with a view of pointing out 
to them the models (few in number) after 
which they owght to form themfelves, or 
the errors which they fhould be ftudious 


to avoid. 


Befides this, the academy offers prizes 
as an encouragement to ftudy, and to the 
progrefs of ufeful knowledge. An idea 
may be formed of its view by the follow- 
ing lift of the principal fubjeéts which it 
has propofed, finee the year 1783. 

The phyfical and economical defcrip- 
tion of fome diftri&, or confiderable di- 
vifion of Portugal, or fome of its foreign 

offeffions, accompanied by obfervations 
ufeful to the agriculture and induftry of 
the nation. , 

What is the beft manner of cultivating, 
improving, and preferving vines, and 
what is the mot efficacious means of in- 
creafing the reputation, and the produce 


of that important branch of the trade of 


Portugal ? 

The academy defires that thofe who 
may difcufs this matter, will indicate the 
different kinds of vines, with their ref- 
pective names,characterized by the quality 
of their fruit, according to the manner 
of the Abbé Rozier, Duhamel, and other 
agricultural naturalifts; the different 
methods of making wine, both in and out 
of the country ; the means of preferving, 
fining, and preparing it for conveyance, 
as allogt diftinguifhing when it is adul- 
terated, &c. 

To examine the inftruments of agricul- 
ture uled in Portugal, and to compare 
them with thofe of other countries, fhew- 
ing at the fame time how the latter may be 
adapted to the fituation of the Portuguele, 
and to the nature ef their foil. 

To give the beft drawing of a veffel, 
calculated to fail with the greateft poffi- 
ble degree of velocity, accompanying the 
drawing with plans, ic&tions, and views 
of its principal parts. 

To determine by the moft fpeedy, and 
certain method, the courfe and diftance 
failed by a fhip in a given time. 

‘What are the phyfical defe&ts in our 
method of felting fifh, which render it 
lefs nourifhing, and more difficult to pre- 
ferve, and by what means this important 
branch of our fubfiftence, and of our 

commerce, may be improved. 
To determine the artificial means cal- 
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culated to produce the greateft quantity 
of nitre. 

To indicate the manner of finding the 
equations of planets by obfervation, and 
of employing it, particularly in deter. 
mining the phafes of the moon. 

_ To give the belt Portuguefe tranfla- 
tion of the Georgics of Virgil, either in 
verie, or profe, adding thereto, what as 
yet has been done by no tranflator, notes 
and explanations eoncerning the Portu- 
guefe in particulary and prefenting no- 
thing but things applicable to their 
country, or which have already been at- 
tempted with fuccefs. 

To give a medico-topographical de- 
fcription of Lifbon, indicating the pro- 
perties of its climate and fituation ; ana- 
lyfing its atmofphere, the variations of 
the fame, the food of its inhabitants, and 
their general manner of living; and col- 
le&ting authentic fa&s, which may lead 
to a knowledge of the difeafes of that city, 
either endemic, or epidemical. 

To compofe the beft effay on nervous 
and hyfterical affections. To indicate 
the influence that may be exercifed over 
that difeafe, by the ufual education, 
manners, food, and drefs of children, and 
the changes which ought to be made, in 
order to render them more robult and 
healthy; the whole proved by experi- 
ments. ; 

To enquire into the caufes of the dif- 
eafe, common at Rio Janeiro, and which 
begins to manifeft itfelf at the Bay of 
Todos y Santos ; being a farinaccous tetter 
which does not feemto be endemic. To 
indicate the means of cure and preven- 
tion, &c. 

To give an account of the prefent ftate 
of Portuguefe Literature, poiiting out 
what are the charasteriftics of good 
tafte, either in {peaking or writing, &c. 

To devife a mode of fpeech applicable 
to the nature of the Portuguefe language, 
elucidating each precept, by examples 
drawn from ancient and modern writers. 

To compofe a philofophical dictionary 
of the Portuguete language. 

To guide thofe who may undertake 
this tafk, the academy advifes them to 
ftudy the work of Locke upon the Human 
Underftanding ; the Worksof Cr ; 
the Phyfical Explanation of the Senfes by 
Hartley ; the Grammaire Univer elle : 
Beauzeé ; the Works of Dumariais ; ¢ P 
Lettres de Diderot fur les Sourds et Mucts 5 
the articles in the Encyclopedia pane 
erammar, and all the other works 2 
have any relation te the philofophy ° 


language. To 
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Togive a circumftantial account of the 
typographical hiftory, from its introduc- 
tion into Portugal to the prefent time. 

To prefent a view of the Portuguefe 
military eftablifhment at different periods, 
mentioning the number of which it was 
compofed, the different kinds of troops, 
the arms of which each kind made ute, 
the manner in which each was organized 
and commanded, and in which it per- 
formed its military fervice, from the be- 
ginning of the monarchy till the invafion 
of Philip II. 

To determine the era at which the code 
of Juitinian was introduced into Portugal, 
and the degree of authority it obtained 
ia that kingdom. ) 

To write a panegyric on fome of the 
eminent perfons who have added luftre to 
the Portuguefe name, and whole‘aCtions 
merit celebration. 

Belides this, the academy propofes an 
anual prize to the author of a-Portu- 
guele tragedy, as alfo to the author of a 
comedy, either in verfe or prole, reprefent- 
ing Portuguefe characters ; and laltly, it 
offers filver medals to each of the authors 
ot the four beft poetical compofitions, be- 
ing neither epic nor dramatic. 

This abftraét will ferve to convince fo- 
reigners that the academy of Lifbon, 
which is far lefs known than it deierves 
to be, does not neglect any meas of en- 
lightening its countrymen, and of awaken- 
ing them from their torpid tate. Phy- 
licks, political ceconomy, agriculture in 
particular, navigation, aftronomy, me- 
dicine, national literature, hiftory, the 
art of war, typography, jurifprudence, 
all the fpeculative and practical {ciences, 
are the objects of its folicitude and en- 
couragement. ‘The chairs of its acade- 
micians are by no means foporific, as 
thofe of certain other literary bodies have 
been. Its members join example to pre- 
cept. Their country is indebted to them 
for teveral valuable papers cn a variety of 
fubjects. Alex. Anton das Neres Portugal, 
Domingos Vandelli, Efievaon Cabral, Foan. 
de Lourcivo, Fos. Foag. de Barros, Anton. 
Ribeiro dos Santos, and, above all, the per- 
petual fecretary of the academy, Correa, 
diftingui fh themfelves among the molt la- 
borious, and moft enlightened. The duke 
of Alafoens, who travelled a long time in 

urope, and with great profit, may be 
conlidered as the real founder of this li- 
terary body ; and his intimate conneétion 
with the court affure to the academy of 
Lifbon the particular prote&tion of the 
lovercion, It mult, however, be confefled, 
that thefe paid eftablifhments, the publi- 
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cation of thefe papers, and the awarding 
of thefe prizes, will go but a little way 
are Ly deliverance of the Portugueie 

nitom its prejudices and its igno- 
Trance. More active means are required 
for its regeneration. The light as yet 
only fhines upon privileged heads, which 
nature has favoured, or education has 
taken care to cultivate, as the rifing fun 
only gilds the tops ef the higheft moun- 
tains. ‘The reft of the nation is {till en- 
veloped in darknefs, like the deep vallies, 
that wait a long while for the rays of the 
lamp of day. 

Portugal has, however, fince 1778, pro- 
duced feveral agreeable and ufeful works, 
to the printing of which the academy has 
not direétly contributed. 

In 1785, a fecond edition appeared of 
the ‘ Defcription of Portugal, contain- 
ing an account of its productions, plants, 
minerals, fruits, &c. To this was 
added a brief notice of the heroes of 
Portugal, and of other eftimable perfon- 
ages, among whom, as may be naturally 
fuppoted, the Portuguefe faints are not 
forgotten. 

About 1782, Captain Manuel de Souza 
publifhed a ‘* French and Portuguefe Dic- 
tionary ;*’ and Antonio Viera, an * Eng- 
glifh and Portuguefe Diditonary;’ Jos. de 
Cardofo the ements of the Art of 
War; aud M. La Croix, the “* Elements 
of the Rights of Nature and of Nations.” 
Manoe de Faria y Souia had publifhed in 
1779, an * Abridgment of the Hiflory of 
Portugal ;*’ and ten years after there ap- 
peared a Portuguele tranflation of an Eng- 
lith work in three volumes, bearing the 
fame title. 

Among the good moiern works that 
have appeared in Portugal ought alfo to 
be included that of Velloxe, who has given 
a very good defcription of the plants of 
Brafil ; and the eflay concerning the com- 
merce of Portugal and its colonies, by 
J. Joaq. de Cunha, bifhop of Fernam- 
bouc. , — 

Among the recent tranflations of foreign 
works, both ancient and modern, are, 
Longinus on the Sublime ; the Manner of 
Writing Hiftory, by Lucian; the Four fry 
Comedies of Terence ; the Paradije Loft ot 
Milton ; the Pa/orals of Gefher ; and teve- 
ral of the bett French tragedies, &c. &c. 

We might extend this lift a great way 
further without proving, that the litera- 
ture of the Portugucte deterves to hold a 
diftinguifhed place in the European 
public of letters. Whenwe have ee 
frit Camoens, and then in the fecond lune 
Joad de Barros, author. of the Decades of 
2X Aja, 
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Afia, who-treats of the glorious atchieve- 
ments of the Portuguefe in the difcovery 
and conqueft of their eaftern poffcilions ; 
Oforio, who has written a hiftory of the 
reign of king Emmanuel, and Father 
Vieira, known by his fermons ftill more 
whimfical than eloquent, we have no- 
thing left to mention but a few writers 
efteemed by the Portuguefe alone, and a 
multitude of modern produétions, moftly 
relative to religion, orrather to the moft 
ridiculous fuperftition ; productions which 
are difclaimed alike by reafon and by tafte, 
and which, being much more numerous, 
and much more in requeft among the 
common herd of readers than rational 
and ufeful books, fpread the gloom of ig- 
norance fafter than it is difpelled by the 
united efforts of the Lifbon academicians. 
In fuch a fearcity of claims to literary 
reputation, the Portuguefe do well to at- 
tach great importance to their celebrated 
Camoens, and accordingly they publith 
as many editions of the Lufiad as poffi- 
ble. They have long lamented the lofs 
of the original manufcript of that poem ; 
and have lately conceived hopes of ob- 
taining what will be nearly an equivalent. 
Tt appears that a fifter of M. Turgot was 
in poffeflion of a copy of the Lufad, 
which had been authentically collated with 
the eee. The Chevalier d* Aranjo, 
as much attached to the glory of his 
country, as he is calculated to contribute 
to it by his knowledge and talents, was 
engaged in a fearch atter this manu({cript, 
and intended to avail himéelf of it in giv- 
ing a new edition of Camoens with notes, 
when a variety of incidents obftrusted his 
literary enterprife. It is not, however, 
abandoned, and ere long more autpicious 
circumftances will favour its fuccefs. 


——_ ae 


RETROSPECT OF FRENCH LITE- 
RATURE IN 1798, 


HISTORY. 

$c T 4 BLEAUX de la Revelution 

Frangaife,’’ &c. Pictures of the 
French Revolution, or a collection of 
prints, reprefenting the principal events, 
which have happened in France, from the 
transformation of the States-General into 
a National Affembly, the 20th June, 
1789, large folio. This interefting work 
has reached the 53d number. Each print 
is accompanied by a deticription in letter- 
prefs, well drawn up. A number appears 
every month, containing two plates, and 
about eight printed pages. The 53d num- 
ber ieprelents the attack on the town-hall 


\ 


Retrofpece? of French Literature....Hiftory. 


[Sup, 


of Paris, 27th July, 1794, and the thi 
ting up of the hall ve the Jacublas on be 
following day. 

“¢ Hiffotre de V'affaffinat,” &c. Hitt 
of the affaflination of Guttavus HI. kins 
of Sweden, by a Polih officer, an ocular 
witnels, 8vo. 

“‘ Hiffoire de France,” &c. The Hif. 
tory of France from the eleétion of Phara. 
mond to the reign of Louis XVI. repre. 
fented in prints engraved by David, with 
an hiftorical #bftract, volume 5. 4to, 
This volume completes the work; and 
contains the reigns of Henry III. and Iv, 
Louis XTII. XIV. and XV. It is an 
elegant publication, on vellum paper. 

“¢ Hiftoire de Ruffie,” &c. Hittory of 
Ruffia, in prints, by David, 2 vols. to. 
This work extends from the year 862 to 
the prefent time. 

“© Hiftotre des premiers Pceuples,’ &c. 
Hiftory of the ancient free nations, who 
have inhabited France, by Laveaux, 
3 vols. 8vo. : 

“¢ Abregé chronologique,’ &c. A chro- 
nological abridgment of the French Re- 
volution, containing the caufes and prin- 
cipal details of that great event, by 
Richer, and continued by Brument, 3 vols. 
18mo. This abftraét extends te the fign- 
ing of the preliminaries of peace with the 
Emperor, 

Several pamphlets have appeared at Pa- 
ris, containing accounts of the various 
defcents, which have taken place on the 
Britith Iflands. 

“ Hifloive du Siege de Lyons,” &c. Hil- 
tory of the Siege of Lyons, of the events 
which preceded, and the difafters that fol- 
lowed, and of their caufes, fecret, gene- 
ral, and particular, from 1789 to 1796, 
accompanied with a plan, 2 vols. 8vo. 

“« Hilloire des Prifons,” &c. Hiftory of 
the prifons of Paris, and the departments; 
containing valuable memoirs for the hit- 
tery of the French Revolution, by Nou- 
gant, 4 vols. 12mo. with prints. 

<< Campagnes des Frangois,” &c. The 
campaigns of the French durmg the Re- 
volution, vol. 1, containing thofe of the 
fummer and winter 1792, by A. Ligers 

8vo. This produétion of a French ofhicer 
is well authenticated, and digefted. The 
whole work is propofed to extend to feven 
volumes, comprifing the campaigns of La 
Vendée ina feparate volume. bale 

‘ Memoires bifloriques,” 8c. Hiftorica 
and geographical memoires, concerning 
the countries fituated between the Black 
Sea and the Cafpian; with new detaus 
concerning the inhabitants, and obferv4- 
tious on the ancient and moder aa oh 
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divided into three parts : 1. An exaét de- 
feription of the countries mentioned in the 
title, tranflated we believe from Mr, El- 
lis’s work. 2. 44 memoir on the courfe of 
the rivers Araxes and Cyrus, illuitrated 
byamap. 3. An extract of the journal 
ofatraveller in the fouth of Ruifia, in 
{pring 1734. 
POLITICS. 

“ Deux lettres d’un Frangais,” &c. 
Two letters from a Frenchman to Mr. 
Pitt, or an Examination of the fyftem 
followed by the Britifh government to- 
wards France, during the laft years of the 
monarchy, and fince the eftablifhment of 
therepublic, vo. The firit of thefe let- 
tersaccules the Englifh minifter of op- 
poing an alliance between England and 
France, 2 connexion much wifhed for by 
philanthropitts of both countries. The 
jecond relates to the treaty of Pilnitz. 

“ (Euvres poflhumes de Mably,” &c. 
Pofthumous works of Mably, 3 vols. 8vo. 
The fame ef Mably may only be confi- 
dered as a proof of the low condition of 
political {cien¢e in France, before the 
revolution; an unhappy circumftance, 
proceeding trom the feverity of the old 
government, and which led to many of 
the miftakes and horrors that followed. 
Amore idle declaimer, or a more fhallow 
politician than Mably, never attracted 
public notice. 

“ Eiprit de Mirabeau,” &c. The ef- 
fence of Mirabeau’s works, 2 large vo- 
lumes, 8vo. 
orator fill about fifty volumes, fo that an 
extract of the moift brilliant and intereft- 
ing paflages muit- form an acceptable pre- 
fent to the public, 

“« La Philofophie,’ &c. The philofo- 
phy of politics, or geteral principles re- 
lative to’focial inftitutions, 2 vols. large 
Svo,  « Equality,’ fays this author, ‘¢ is 
deftruStive of liberty, becaufe it can only 
have a fhort exiftence, and it is better that 
it fhould be infringed by the laws than by 
orce; and becaule that a legal inequality 
protects liberty, when an inequality ob- 
tained by violence overturns liberty. —We 
ought to thew equal indulgence to thofe 
Who believe religious fy{tems, and to thole 
whe do not believe.” «she 

“La Politique d Ariflotle,’ &c. The 
‘olitics of Ariftole, or the Knowledge of 
Governments, tranflated by C. Cham- 
bagne 2 vols. 8vo. This is a good 
tranflation, and the author has preixed 
an able analyfis of the work. 
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hy, a vocabulary of the dialect of 
Caucalus, &c. 4to. with maps. This 
interefting publication has been fomewhat 
foreftalled in this country by Mr. Ellis’s 
elegant memoir on the fame fubject. It is 
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** Recherches,” 8, Hiftoriea 
concerning Oftracifm, ey reicarches 


neerning This finzu- 
lar inftitution was known, under taliban 


forms and names, to many of the Grecian 
republics; at Syracufe it was termed 
Petalijin. In a monarchy aman may be 
eminently diftinguithed without dancer - 
his moft ardent admirers form no views of 
raifing him tothe throne: but in are. 
public, 

Curfe on his virtues, they've undone his coun- 

try, 


may become a popular cry; and a man 
of eminent talents becomes in fome fort an 
ulurper. 

*¢ La Liberté des Pers,” Sec. The liberty 
of the feas, or the Englith government 
unmatked, by B. Barrere, 2 vols. 8vo. 
with a map. 

“¢ Confiderations Politiques,” &c. Politi. 
cal and moral confiderations, relative to 
France as conftituted a republic, by E. 
Lefebvre, large 8vo. This work is ably 
written, and difplays extenfive views of 
the fubject. ‘The author points out the 
afcendency of the women in France as dan- 
gerous to republican principles, as they 
have begun toridicule both republicanifm 
and patrioti{m. 

‘¢ Code Frangais,” &c. The French 
Code, or a colleétion, in the order of 
affairs, of the Laws ef the Republic ; 
formed in confequence of the labours of 
the Committee for the claflification of the 
Laws, accompanied by chronological and 
alphabetical tables: publifhed under the 
fuperintendance of the reprefentatives of 
the people, Caimbaceres, and Oudat. 
This civil code, with the conftitution 
and organic jaws, forms three volumes 
ini2mo. Thele three volumes are to be 
followed by the code of civil procedure, 
and by the penal code. 


ANTIQUITIES. 


“© Antiquités Nationales,’ &c. It is 
with pleafure we announce the progrels of 
this collection of the national antiquities 
of France. Four volumes have already 
appeared, and the fifth is in the prels. 

« Galerie Antique,” &c. ‘The Ancient 
Gallery, or a colleétion of the chief an- 
cient works of architetture, fculpture, 
and painting, folio. Each number is to 
contain eight prints, witout any letter 
prefs. The firft prefents the Parthenon, 
or temple of Minerva at Athens. ae 

“6 Mufeurs de Florence, &e. The fu. 
foum at Florence, or a Collect ion of gems 
ftatues, and medals, in the gallery . — 
grand duke of Tuicany;, drawn and e 


raved by Ve de David, with explana- 


tions 
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tions by Mulot, vol. iv. gto. This fourth 
volume has been long expected ; volumes 
v. and vi. having preceeded it in publica- 
tion. 7 

“© Mujfée des monumens Frangats,”’ &c. 
The Mufeum of French monuments, or 
2 chronological collection of carvings, fta- 
tues in marble and in bronze, baffo-relie- 
vos, and tombs, of celebrated men and 
women, which may ferve the hiftory of 
France; by A. Lecroix, This firft part con- 
tains Egyptian and Grecian monuments, 
chiefiy brought to France in the reign of 
Francis I.° The fecond is to prefent the 
Gaulic monuments, and thole of the an- 
cient Franks: the third will embrace the 
remainder. The work will confit of 
about 36 numbers, each containing four 
plates, and fix pages of text. 

The tenth volunie of the Antiquities 
of Herculaneum, by David, has appeared 
in 4to. 

«6 DicTionaire des Antiquités,’ &e. A 
Diftionary of Greek and Roman Anti- 
quities, or an abridgment of the great 
di€tionary of Pittifcus, by P. Barral, two 
thick volumes, 8vo. 

‘¢ Origines Gauloifes,” &c. Gallic ori- 
gins, or thofe of the ancient nations of 
Europe, derived from their real fource ; 
being refearches on the tongue, origin, 
and antiquities of the Celto-Britons of 
Armorica, by Latour d’ Auvergne, 8vo. 

VOYAGES. 

“* Voyage Pittorefgue,’ Se. A piétn- 
refque journey through Iftria and Dalma- 
tia, containing a hiltorical defcription of 
monuments, views, produéts, coitumes, 
manners and euftoms of the inhabitants, 
folio. This magnificent work appears 
in numbers. The drawings are by Caffar: 
and the execution correfponds with the 
picturefque travels of St. Nou, and 
Choifeul. 
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“ Vie de Voltcire,’” &e. The life of 
Voltaire, followed by anecdotes which 
compote his private life, Svo. ‘This work 
by Daverney is more general and amuf- 
ing, than the tormer lives by Deluchet 
and Condorest. | : 

“© Mentotres if:floriques,” &c. Hittori- 
cal Memoirs of Stephania Louiia de 
Bourbon-Conti, written by herfelf, zvo!s. 
Jarge Svo. fold by the authorefs, Rue 
Caffette, No. org: all the copiés are 
ficuved with her hand. ‘This unfortunate 
Jady is the natural daugbter of the late 
prince of Conti.’ Favoured by her father, 
and Louis XV. fhe was deftined to a bril- 
tant fituation in life; but by infamons 
intrigues, and artuifices, fhe was withdrawn 






nee 


re 





sy - 
3 —s = 















ee wat 





men yeaa 


aw’ 


x a 


agit 
- “e ~ ee 









cee 
wre 
ah a 


4 











aoe 





a 


+ 
Se +e te 
ye oe, = 
ee ae is 
_ s 
_ > 





— -* an, gee gled ee nye ke Ge mt en oree 
: ’ + = . - c ie ; 





y 








= 
a a 








7 . 
- 
- —wt wf ame ~o 
x 
dt 


” - sre 
* one 









a 
ae 
——_— 2s farts 


“pote, 





ZF 








2 








fm, - 








528 , Retrofped of French Literature... Voyages, §¢, [Sup 


at the age of ten years. A forged certi. 
ficate ot her burial ampofed even on hey 
father, who died in a full convidion 6f 
her fate, and in courle without makin 

any previfion for her. For fifteen years 
fe remained in the power of her eaoler 
who retamed her under the tale pretext of 
marriage. She at length made her efcape 
from a cavern, in which fhe had been 
confined. 

This book, written with every appear- 
ance of veracity, is as full of extraordi- 
nary incident as a novel. ‘The name of 
the authere(s, the times, and her own 
character, have enjoined great circum. 
{pection with regard to public events ; 
but fome very interetting anecdotes may 
be found concerning the French revolu- 
tion. Some details alfo appear of the 
practical education ufed by Rouffeau ; for 
it was he who, in gratitude to the prince 
of Conti his benefactor, endeavoured to 
form the mind of his daughtcr, and pro- 
duce a great charaéter. In thefe memoirs 
may be difcovered the theory of Emilius 
reduced to practice. 

BELLES LETTRES. 

‘© (Euvres de Diderot.”’ ‘The works of 
Diderot, publifhed according to his ma- 
nufcripts, by J]. A Naigeon of the Na- 
tional Inftitute, 15 large volumes, $vo. 
with portrait and other prints. This is 
the firft complete edition of the works of 
this eminent philofopher. ‘They are to 
well known that we need not enumerate 
their titles. The editor promiles hif- 
torical and philofophical memoirs on the 
life and works of Diderot. 

6 Etrennes de Cadmus.’ Cadmus’s gift, 
or an amufing manier of teaching to 
read, without knowing the Ictters or 
fpelling. ‘This confifts of fingle words, 
written on flips of paper or card. 

‘* Soirees literaares.”* Literary evenings, 
vols, vii. and viii. 8vo. This amuling 
and inftruétive collection, prefents {pect 
mens, and anecdotes, of ancient and mo- 
dern literature, joined with that of the 
middle ages. — ; 

‘(Euvres de Mancini Nivernois,” vols.V}- 
Vil. and vill. large Svo. This collection 
of the works of the ci-devant Duke of 
Nivernois forms a pleafing acceflion to 
modern French literature. Vols. vil. 30 
viii. contain the tranflation of the fpirited 
poem Richardetto, by Fortinguerra. 

“<1 Expedition des Argonautes.”’ The 
expedition of the Argonauts, or the con- 
queft of the golden fleece, a poem by 
Apollonius of Rhodes, now firlt tran{- 
lated into French by Couffin, = 
' 6 Euvres completes de Helvetius- The 
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complete works of Helvetius, 14 vols. 
;3mo. Half a volume of thoughts and 
reflections now appears for the firft rime. 

“«“ (Euvres completes de Floriane’ The 
complete works ot Florian, 14. vols. 18mo. 

nth 7 jates. 
ys Pte de Felix Nozaret,”’ 2 yols. 
mwmo.. The other volumes are in the 
prefs. Some of the tales here given, are 
fur from being remarkable tor their delj- 
cacy ; 

“Tes Matinées dit Printemps.’ Spying 
Mornings, or diver! works of Mercier 
of Compeigne, 2 vols. 18mo0. ‘This is 
a continuation ot the Autumn Evenings, 
by the fame author ; and confilts of tales 
in profe and verfe, impromptus, por- 
traits, &c. 

“« De mes rapports,’ &c. An ac- 
count of my connexions with John James 
Roufleau, and of our corref{pondence, 
followed by a moft important intorma- 
tion, by J. Dufaulx, $vo. The author 
vindicates himfelf againit fome iniinua- 
tions contained in Routieau’s letters. 

“ Poefies de Grey, &c. Gray’s Poems, 
tranilated nite French, with the Enelifh 
text on the oppofite page, and notes in 
French and Englifh ; a work uitful to 
facilitate the learning of the Englith 
tongue, efpecially in the higher kinds of 
poetry. ‘This isa literal tranflation ; and 
is faid to be well executed. It is with 
pleafure we fee the works of this exqui- 
fite poet adorned with rrefh laurels. 

POETRY. 

_ Almanach des Mujes,” Sec. Almanack 
of the Mules for the year vi. (1798.) 
This work is publifhed annually ; and 
contains the belt fmall poetical pieces 
that are written in the courle of the year. 
4 Les Plantes,’ &c. The Plants, a 
Poem, by R. R.Cattell, vo. This bo- 
tanical ‘poem is in four cantos. This 
hrit treats of the labours of {pring, and 
the attention then due to the young 
plants, the extirpation of weeds that in- 
jure them, and the deftcuStion of inieéts 
and animals which ravage the garden. 
Phen fellow the loves of plants, and the 
charms of rural herborization. ‘The fe- 
cond difcuffes the labours of fummer ; 
the third, the treafures of autumn : and 
the fourth, proceeds to the winter cares 
of the green-houfe and ftove. 

. “ Huvres A gréeables,” Sc. The plea- 
ing and moral works of the Marquis of 
- €241; to which is prefixed a difcourte 
on his life and writings ; 2 vols. 12mo, 
with plates. This poet was the friend of 

orat, and his pieces are remarkable for 
Heatnels and brillian cy. 


> 


529 


NOVELS. 
; ae ed? 9 enfant du la foret.”” Vig. 
or or the chilc the fares ; 
nil, 4 vols. a ae te be spre 
oar ne moral of this 
novel is, that virtue is fuperior.to all 
events, and can equally brave the ftrokes 
of ba sien and the wickednets of men, 
entures de Miiorg Fobnfon, &e. 
The adventures of Lord Jobnton, on the 
Pleafures of Paris, 2 Vols. 12mo. This 
snovel, by the author of the Quinzaine An- 
glare, isfull of w it and plea intr’, 

ce Les Daugers ds Vintrione. The 
Dangers of Intrigue, a new remanee, by 
Lavallier, 4+ vols. 12m0,. French man- 
ners are weil defcvibed in this work, and 
the intereit is fupported to the termination. 

GEOGRAPHY. 

- Geographie conpigne,” XC. Geogra- 
phy taught nm 2 new manner, for the 
ufe of the childrea of the primary {chools, 
with nine coloured maps; by C. Mea- 
telle, 12mo. This new manner conlfitts in 
firft deicribing the native country, and then 
travelling in idea to theadjacent ftates. 

Mentelle hasalio recently publithed fe- 
verai atlafles, general and particular. 

BOTANY. 

‘¢ Principes de Botanique,”* or Principles 
of Botany, by Ventenat, vo. 14 plates. 
A clearand precile introduction. 

“ Hiffetre des Ghampignons,” &c. ‘The 
hiftory of the muthrooms of France, 
12 vols. folio, with 515 plates. This 
vat work ivems to leave nothing to add 
concerning the various forms, itructure, 
and fructifications of fungi, their ufes in 
diet and medicine, Xc. 

“ Hiftoire des plantes venimeufes,” &c. 
The hiftory of the poifonous and fufpected 
plants of France, 2 vols, with 85 coloured 
prints. One of the moft complete pub- 
lications of the kind. The author points 
out the remedies to be uled in cales of ve- 

table poifons. 

Ve 1’ Herbier de la France,” &c. The 
French Herbal, by Buliiard containing the 
hittory of the poiionous and medica 
plants, &c. 15 vols. frnall TOL, 4 in 
614 prints. The figures are printed in 
colour, in imitation of drawings. Below 
each print is given an anatomical detcrip- 
tion of the plant, with its ules in dict 
sdicine; the botanical and vul 
car names in Latin and French; with 
references to preceding botanical works. 
“6 Hifteire des Plantes de Europes “4 
The hiitory of European plants, 01 a 


ments of practical botany, containing th 
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foreign plants, with feveral recent obfer- 
wations, by Gilibert, 2 vol. 8vo. with 
miaily plates. 

NATURAL HISTORY. 

“ Hifeire Naturelle,” &c. ‘The natu- 
ral hittory of the birds of Africa, by F. 
Le Vaillant, No. LV. with fix plates. 

“6 Putretiens,”’ &c. Dialogues between 
a father and his children on natural hif- 
tory, 4vols. and 1 of plates, containing 
400 figures, by J.C. Debroca, 

* Nouveaux principes de Geologie,” &c. 
New principles of Geology, compared and 
oppoted to thofe of the ancient and modern 
rr and particularly to thofe of 

amettrerie, by Bertrand, Svo. 

“© Hiftotre Naturelle des Singes,” &c. 
The natural hiftory of apes, by J. B. 
Avudebert. The firft number of this work 
has appeared; the whole will comprile 
about 50 plates, printedincolours. The 
Fetter prets will deferibe the manners and 
habitudes of thefe animals, with an exa& 
defcription, &c. 

‘¢ Nouvelle mecanique,” &c. A new 
mechaniim of the motions of man and ani- 
mals, by Barthey, 8vo. The author 
proves man to be naturally a biped; and 
proceeds to feveral ingenious remarks on 
the fubjects indicated in the title page. 

MEDICINE. 

“© Memoire chimique,” &c. A chymical 
memoir on tie Tetanus of the wounded, 
by C. Laurent, 8vo. On opening fifteen 
bodies of thofe who died through this 
diforder, they were all found to have 
worms in the inteilines. Seven patients, 
who took iwcet mercury, and other ver- 
mifuges, recovered, mott of them after 
paling worms. The author concludes 
that worms alone are the caufe of Tetanus, 


and that the long-entertaincd opinion that 


it is caufed by the wounds is erroneous. 

“© Recueil periodique de le focieté de me- 
decime de Paris.’ This journal appears 
every month, being a continuation of the 
“¢ Yournal de Medecine,’ tufpended at the 
end of 179%. 

‘§ De PEpilepie,’ &ce. On the epi- 
vepiy in general, and particularly of that 
produced by moral caules; by Doufain 
Dubreuil, 8vo. ‘That fort of ep:lepfy pro- 
duced by cares or paffions is here treated 
with confiderable fkiil. 

° S)feme methodique,” &c. A methodi- 
exl fy:temot the nomenclature and claf- 
tification of the muicles of the human bo- 
dy, by C. L. Dumas, 4to. Montpelier. 

‘¢ Trazte du regims,” &c. A. trea- 
tiie oa the regimen of diet, in the cure of 
meuuadies, by J. Tiflot. 8vo. 

“ Expyition Vun fijteme,’ The ¢Xpo- 


fition of a more fimple fyitem of medicine, 
or an illuftration and confirmation of the 
medical dottrine of Brown, tranflated 
trom the Italian, with notes, by Léveillé; 
Evo. 

‘* Du degré dela certitude,” &c. OF 
the degrees of certainty in medicine, b 
J. G. Cabanis, 8vo. The author conf- 
ders inedicine as not only proper to re. 
lieve bodily complaints, but to rectify the 
mind, and deliver it trom many errors ; 
thence he connects it with politics, and 
focial order. 

“6 Recherches,” Sc. Refearches and ex- 
periments on the vital principle, by J. J. 
Sue, phyfician, 8vo. with plates. The 
author fhews that fenfation exifts not folely 
in the brain, .but in other parts of the 
fyitem, without any common focus. 

‘© De la Medecine Operative,” &e. Of 
Medical operations, or thofe in furgery 
which are of moft frequent occurrence, by 
C. Sabatier, 3 vols. 8vo. The reputa- 
tion of Sabatier enfures fuccefs to this 
work. Surgical operations naturally fall 
into two claffes, thofe performed on the 
bones; and thofe on the flefhs and other 
foft parts of the human body. The pre- 
fent work only comprifes the latter: thofe 
on bones being referved for a future pub- 
lication. 

“© Euvres Medico-Chirurgicales,” &c. 
Medico-Surgical works, containing ob- 
fervations and differtations on various de- 
pertments of phyfic and furgery, by Col- 
lomb, large 8vo. The editors of this 
collection are entitled to the thanks of 
medical fiudents. It prefents differtations 
oni feveral interefling topics ; for example, 
the carnification® of the bones, on lymph, 
on cancer, on the gout, &c. , 

“¢ Effat sur les Frevres,” &e, An Ef- 
fay on intermittent Fevers, and the ufe 
and effests of febrifuges, particularly of 
quinquina, by Bouffey, 8vo. “The cha- 
racter of fevers is here confidered under 
different afpeSts, and unfolded with clear- 
nefs and precifion, ‘The various febri- 
fuges are reduced to their jut “ 
tion; particularly the bark, which = 
author regards as being often wleu too 
empirically. Praétical rules are given 18 
order to render its ufe more ealy> and its 
fuccefs more certain, This author has 
attempted to treat the effects of this Na 
dicine on the human frame, in alogy 
with its chymical principles. ; 

‘< Ohfervations,” &c. Qbfervations on 
the nature and éreatment of rickets, by 
Portal, 8vo. 

« 440s, &c. Tranfactions of the me- 
dice! fociety of Bruffels, vol, » part . 











« Recueil,” &c. A colle&tion of the 
tranfactions of the fociet of health of 
Lyons, from the firit to the fifth year of 
the Republie ; or memoirs and obferva- 
tions on various fubjects of turgery, me- 
dicine, and natural hiftory, an 8vo. vo- 
lume. This work contains many inte- 
relting remarks on the art of healing dif. 
eaes, and ‘new phsenomena in animal 
economy and natural hittory. There 
are added two pofthumous produétions of 
the celebrated Lecat, and chirurgical ob- 
fervations by David of Rouen. 
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HALF-YEARLY RETROSFECT OF GER- 
MAN LITERATURE FOR 1798. 


N our firft account of the progrefs of 
literature in Germany, we were 
obliged tocomprefs imto a very limited 
compafs many ufeful and important pub- 
lications, and to offer only a curfory and 
unconnected view of the principal works 
which have lately iffued trom the German 
refs. | 

Within the laft fix months, or rather 
jince the firft attempt made in this coun- 
try, tomtroduce the Britifh reader to a 
more general acquaintance with foreign 
literature, We have gratefully obferved 
the fatisfaétion exprefied by a difcerning 
public, on this occafion, we have re- 
doubled our efforts, multiplied our re- 
fources, and are thus enabled to give a 
more compreheniive and {yitematic view of 
German literature, than has hitherto been 
offered in this country. 

Itis a gratification of a fuperior kind, 
when amidft the turbulence of war, or at 
leait the conitant apprehenfion of new 
hoitilities, we obferve the German mule 
proceeding undifmayed, and with a firm 
itep, in her literary purfuits. To afford 
our readers henceforth a regular and {yi- 
tematic view of-the ample and diverfitied 
ftores with which that country inceffant- 
ly fupplies the lovers of literature, we 
have, after mature deliberation, adopted 
the following new divifion of the diffe- 
tent branches of {cience. As the attempt 
as equally arduous and novel, we claim 
much indulgence, together with a candid 
appreciation of its merit, as well as of 

ts practical utility. 

We now proceed to Jay our arrangement 
before the reader. 
| A Elementary Sciences. 
Education. 
Natural Hiftory. 
Geography. 

Hiftory. 
Politics, 
Belles Lettres—The Drama. 
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I, The ab Ta § ‘omer 
Philology. oiralt Sciences, 


Logic and Metaphyfics. 
Moral Philofophy. 

Ill. PraGical Sciences, 
Mathematics. 
Natural philofophy. 
Chemittry. 
CEconomy, rural and domettic. 
The Arts and Manufactures, 
Commerce. 

IV. Profefiional Sciences, 
Theology. 
Juri{prudence. 
Medicine and Surgery. 

Mijcellanies. 

In conformity with this general ar- 
rangement, we propofe to furnifh the 
reader with fuccinét and accurate accounts 
of every new and interefting publication 
which has lately appeared in Germany, 
and which deferves to be recorded in our 
femefirial Retrofpe&. Under the head of 

EDUCATION. 

We cannot, confiftently with our limits, 
mention any other but the following im- 
portant work: “K. WeiLLer’s Effay 
on the immediate purpole of Education, 
coniiltently with the principles of Kant : 
8vo. 216 pp. 1798.” In this valuable 
treatife, the author has laid down the 
ideas and principles of education now 
eftablifhed by the critical phypfopheis of 
Germany in the moft perfpicuous and con- 
vincing manner. The whole of this truly 
claflical performance is interfperfed with 
the moft appolite, and frequently enter- 
taining illudtrations. ‘To characterize in 
fome degree, the philofophic fpirit of the 
author, we cannot refilt the temptation ot 
tranflating the following paflages: ‘ Had 
mankind always found as much amule- 
ment among ufeful members of focicty, 
as with well-trained dogs and hories : 
had they difcovered as much taite tor 
talents and virtues, as for fruit reared at 
an improper feafon ; as much fatisfa@ion 
in rational aftions, as they fhow in ad- 
miring ufelefs vauiting and rope-dancing; 
the method of forming the minds of men, 
would long have arrived ata fimilar degree 
of perfetion to that of training aninals, 
our feminaries of education would be 
adapted to purpofes mere certain and 
eftablithed than the hot-houles of the gar- 
den. Let our academic inftitutions be- 
come asinterefting as our places of amute- 
merits, and our {choois as gg 
our riding-houfes and fables! Ji you 


will no longer ftupity the heads of children, 
by premature exertions to make them 
learned, they will {pontancoutly a 
wifdom ; if you will not provoke their 

guluinacy 
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obftinacy by your untimely zeal of con- 
verting them into angels, they will be- 
come pious and good without your inter- 
ference: and if you will ceafe to render 
them unhappy by your unlimited defire 
of procuring happinels, they will foon 
learn how to be happy without you. In- 
fiead of your multiplied arts contrived 
for their apparent advantage, teach them 
the only and much greater art, namely 
that of avoiding diladvantages and dan- 
gers, and you may expect with confidence, 
that nature, almoft without a guide will 
accomplith the reft.”” 
NATURAL HISTORY. 

Asa counterpart to Mr. Stackhoufe’s 
late work on the marine plants growing on 
the Britith coats, intithed ‘* Nereis Britan- 
mica,” &c. with 12 coloured plates, io- 
lio, we are happy to announce the folicvr- 
ing curicus publication, which has lately 
appeared at Nurnberg: * Icones fuccrum 
cum choraTeribus fyfiematicis, fynonymis 
auforum et defcriptionibus mgvarum fpe- 
cicrum.” (Latin and German) By E. J.C. 
Esper, Doétor and Profeffor of Philofo- 
phy at Erlang. No. I. 54 pp. quarto, 
with 24 plates. Both authors appear to 
have been unacquainted with each other's 
undertaking, when tlrey devoted their 
time and labour to the inveftigation of the 
very complicated family of cryptogamic 
plants; the principal fhare of merit, how- 
ever, ts due to Mr. Stackhoufe, who has 
turnifhed us not only with elegant and 
accurate plates coloured from nature, but 
likewile given the mott fatista€tory de- 
defcriptions of the plants themfelves ; 
while the German editor has collected 
a number of fynonyms, without any 
further analyfis or critical examination of 
the fubjects before him. Gustravi Pay- 
KULL, **Fauna Suecica. Infedia.”” tom. 1. 
1798. 35g pp. 8vo. is a work of un- 
€ommon merit, xs the author has for many 
years palt devoted himielf with great z al 
to entomological inquiries. It is to be 
regretted only that he has too im- 
plicitly and fometimes at the ¢x- 
pence of his own judgment,  fol- 
lowed the fyftem of Fabricius. This 
volume in its alphabetical arrangement 
extends as far as Heterocerus. Mr. P. 
has reduced the f{pecies of every prolific 
gcnus to families ; each {pecies is minute- 
ly detcribed, and even the varictic¢ have 
been carefully noted; the place of abode 
is allo marked in every f{pecies, and we 
find many ingenious hints and doubts re- 
lative to the accurate determination of the 
genus throughout this volume. The 
principal authors quoted as authorities 
are, Fabricius, Linnews, Herbit; and 
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occafionally others of lefs note.—Anothey 
roduction, but of a much inferior value 
in this department is “ Fayng Ingric 
Prodromus, exhibens methodicam deferiptin. 
nem infectorum agri Petropalenfis premifi 
manmalium, avium, amphibwrum et piss 
cium enumeratione.  Auciore JOANNE 
Cum tab. III. pictis 
1798, xviii. and 343 pp. 8vo. All the 
new {pecies of infects defcribed jn this 
volume might _ <e eafily compritfed 
be BS 4 1 
ufeiel pi a Regse baton J, “a a : 
sCdelS Catalog wes, and even thefe 
often inaccurately defcribed ! — A more 
valuable and uictul work, though of very 
flow progrefs, is the “ Flra Europea, 
inchoata a J.J.RomeER.” Fafciculus I, 
lil. 1797, 1798, 8vo. The plates are 
well executed and the defcriptions ac. 
curate ; the author intends to give annu- 
riiy 32 plates only, fo that there are no 
hopes of feeing this undertaking con- 
cluded in jets than half a century, upon 
the moit moderate calculation of the ob- 
jects which it is intended tocomprehend.— 
With a view to facilitate the acquifition 
of botanical knowledge, we meet witha 
very excellent work, intitled: * Botanical 
Epitome for the ufe of German amateurs of 
Botany in general, and Hor'iculturifts, Apo- 
thecaries, and Economifts in particular: by 
J. F. W. Kocu,’” in three parts, with 
plates, 1798. Weconfider this asamore 
fyftematic and eafy introduétion to botany, 
than either that by Prot. Martin, or Mrs. 
Prifcilla Wakefield, publifhed in this 
country. —Of that fplendid work, men- 
tioned in our laft retroipect ‘* Sertum 
Hannoveranum, jeu plante rariores qua 
in hortis regiis Hanoverae vicints coluntur;” 
Audtore J. C. WENDLAND, the 4th num- 
ber of Vol. I. has very lately appeared 
with fix coloured plates, folio, which re- 
prefent the following rare plants, viz. tab. 
XIX. Zerumbet. fpeciofum. ‘Tab. XX. 
Protea feolymus. (Scolyma cephala Lmn.) 
Tab. XXI. Protea nedtarina. Tab. 
XXII. | Allamaida cathartica. Tab. 
XXIII. Cnaphalium ferrugineum. Tab. 
XXIV. After tomentofus —The fame 
induftrions’ author has likewife pub- 
lithed in the prefent year his “ 5o- 
tanical Objervations,” together with 
fome new geneva and fpecies of plants; 
16 fhects, fmall folio, and four plates. 
This excellent final] work confitts of three 
fections, in which Mr. WENDLAND 
has comprifed 73 original obfervations, 
5 new genera, and 43 new fpecies of 
plants: the authcr holds out the agree- 
able promile that he will continue this 
ufeful publication, as foon «s he nas col- 
leGed a fuflicient number of interefting 
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fats. Another excellent work in the 

fame department 18, The Botanical 

Magazine (Archiv), of which we ob- 

ferve the third number of Vol. I. with 7 

plates and 816 pp. quarto, edited by the 
suthor of the Flora Europea, Dr. ROMER, 
whofe merits in botanical refearches are 
yniverfally acknowledged.—An impor- 

rant and beautiful work, in which many 
xew {pecies of moffes, together with all 
thofe defcribed by Dillen, Linnzus, 
Necker, Weifs, Weber, Hedwig, Ebr, 
bart, Dickfon, &c. _are ly ftematically 
arranged, and wherein every thing on 
this dubje&t is diligently colleéted that 
could be difcovered on the Alps and 
mountains of Switzerland, as well as in 
the national Phytophylacium at Paris, is 
the following, of which the fecond vo- 
jume has jutt pa at Gotha and 
Paris: ** Mujfcologia recentiorum, [. ane 
hs, bifforia et dejiriptio methodica om- 
rum mufcorum frondoforum hucufque cog- 

nitorum, ad norman Hedwigit, a S. E. 
Brivet. Cum Tabulis encis.’’ The au- 
thor warmly exprefles the gratitude he 
owes to Juflieu, Desfontaines, Billar- 
diere and other members of the national 
inftitute at Paris, where the famous her- 
barium of Haller is now depofited, and 
where he was permitted to infpect and 
copy both public and private colleétions. 
He is further affifted by Mr. Abraham 
Thomas, the botanical amanuenfis to 
the late Baron Haller; and a third vo- 
lume will foon conclude this laborious 
and valuable performance.—We cannot 
omit to mention another interefting pub- 
lication in this department, which pro- 
miles to throw light on the ancient names 
of many vegetable bodies, now either to- 
tally mifunderftood or confounded with 
others: Antiquitatum botanicarum Specimen 
primum, audiore CURTIO SPRENGELIO, 
M. D. &c--- Accedunt - Fabule AUER, 
1798, 15 fheets, fall quarto. As the 
elcriptions of plants given by the an- 

Cents, On account of their unacquains 
fance with the true and permanent. cha- 
racters of vegctable productions, are fre- 
quently fo obfcure, that even the mott 
complete Knowledge of the Greek and 
Arabic languages is infufficient to difco- 
Very “ quid fonent nomina plantarum Graeca 
Gut Arabica, aut que res his vocibus défig- 
nentur,’” the learned author has under- 
taken the arduous tafk of decyphering 
many old and obfcure names of plants, 
~~ trly thofe ogcafioned bY the Pinax 
afty affer- 


‘; the unwary Bauhiz, whofe 


a the fubfequent compilers of dic- 
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tionaries have blindly copied. Prof. 
Sprengel acknowledges ipa merit 
in this branch of feience due to Of 
Celfius whom he confiders nearly equal in 
point of erudition and found difquifition 
to the learned Saumaife. 

GEOGRAPHY, 

In order to contraft the prevailing man. 
ners and cuitoms of Paris with thofe of 
London, and to point out every ftriking 
occurrence relative to the morals and po- 
litics of both capitals, a periodical work 
has been commenced in the prefent year at 
Weimar, intitled “ London and Paris, 
with coloured and plain caricatures, 
drawings, plans, and fongs fet to mu- 
fic ;** by two anonymous authors whi 
refide in thefé capitals, and furnith the 
German editor with the lateft and mof 
interefting accounts of the moral and 
phyfical changes taking place in the con- 
ititution of France and England,— Among 
the topographical defcriptions lately pub- 
lifhed, we thall mention: ** Dr. F. Ret. 
nege’s General toporraphico-biftorical de- 


feription of the country called Caucafus; . 


edited from bis polthumous papers, by F. 
E. ScHROEDER, in two volumes, witha 
coloured map.’* Although thefe volumes 
cOntain many abfurd, whimfical, and in- 
credible ftories, they may neverthelefs af- 
ford fome amufement and information to 
the reader, as that country in the prefent 
imperfect ftate of geography is in a man- 
ner a “ terra incognita.”—Among the 
elementary works in this branch of {cience 
we mention ** The Elements of Geogra- 
phy, for beginners, by F. P. WILSEN, 
&c. in two parts, and an appendix, con- 
taining queftions to promote an agreeable 
and uleful repetition of geographical in- 
ftruStion.”” Although the author deferves 
fome praife for the ingenious manner in 
which he has delivered the rudiments of 
Geography, yet we cannot in juftice to 
the public pronounce his performance tree 
from inaccuracies and errors, particularly 
in what relates to the population of dit- 
ferent countries. Another and more ufe- 
ful as well as more corre&t work of this 
nature is “ The Gcograpbical Manual; 
being a Supplement to the Elementary Trea- 
tife by Setter.” The anonymous author 
has been at confiderable pains to collect 
whatever has a tendency to amute and in- 
ftruct the tvro in Geography. Asa work 
of peculiar merit in furmifhing us with 
authentic accounts of the preient = 
nions belonging to the houfe of Pru 
we mutt take notice of the “ Ef son 
cal, fatiftical, angen Ketion ; 
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- of all the Pruffian States; or a defcrip- 


tion of all the provinces, diffescts, towns, 
bailiwicks, market-towns, villages, ef- 
tates, rivers, lakes, mountains, &c. in 
the Pruffian dominions ;” by L. Kruc. 
Five volumes, oftavo, of this extenfive 
publication have hitherto appeared, which 
go no farther in the alphabetical order 
than the word Koenig, fo that we may 
reckon upon five or fix other volumes. 
In the prefent itate of things, wien the 
boundaries as well as the ftability of 
whole ftates are liable to the fame changes 
as the property of private individuals, it 
is almoft to be regretted, that works of 
this unftable nature fheuld at all appear ; 
as it is highly probable that the accounts 
we read in the prefent year will not apply 
to the next. Yet it mutt be confefled 
that Mr. Kruc is entitled to great praife 
for this laborious and well-executed un- 
dertaking.—The very imperfect and in- 
accurate ‘defcriptions we poflefs of the 
newly.acquired dominions of the king of 
Prufhia, or the fhare he has ufurped trom 
the difmembered republic of Pcland, have © 
induced a Mr. Fr. HERSBERG to publifh 
“© A Geographical and Stat.jiical stretch of 
South and New Pruffia, together ~.ith the 
part of Cracow, now united to Siicfia, and 
the cities of Danzig and Thorn.” Ac- 
cording to this author, the refent pof- 
feflions of the king of Prvfli:, (befides 
thoie in Germany) or the united kingdoms 
of Pruflia, amount to no Iefs than 3026 
German {quare miles, or about 15000 
Englith meature. 


HISTORY. 

Although the Germans do not excel 
either the French or the Englith hiftorical 
writers, yet they are induttrious and ac- 
curate compilers; they pofleis feveral 
works of confiderable merit in this branch’ 
of {cience, at the head of which ftands the 
“6 Bibliotheca bifforica, infiruf@a a B.G. 
STRUVIO, audia ab C. G. BupeEro; 
nune wero a J. G. NEUSELIO ita digefa, 
ampliicora et emenduta, ut pene novum 
cpus videri prffit ;* vol. viii. part ii.:1796. 
pp- 274. vol. ix. part 1.1797. pp. 393. 
vol. ix. part ii..1798. pp. 440. 8vo. In 
thele three parts of the work we find the 
accounts of Fremh Lifioricns till conti- 
nued, though the author began them with 
the fecond part of the fixth volume, and as 
far as can be forefeen, they probably will 
occupy iome part of the tenth volume. 
The reign of Lewis XIV. alone fills the 
jecond part of vol. viii. Such diffufenefs 
in a claffical work is ‘really deplorable, as 
many of ovr'contemporaries will not have 
the intisfattion to fee the hiftory of their 








[Sup., 


during a 


own country here treated of, 
period pregnant with the moft in 
events. One of the moft entertaining and 
characteriftic works, ‘relative to the mo- 
dern hiftory of France, is the following. 
“¢ Fragments from Paris in the fourth year 
of the French Repubiic; by Dr. F, ay 

MEYER, &c. Second edition, 1798, 
2 vols. $vo.”” Thefe fragments embrace a 
great variety of objects, but principally 
the prevailing {pirit and the fituation of 
the inhabitants of Paris, their amut- 
ments and civic feftivals, the charaQer of 
the higher and lower ftate-officers, the 
courfe of public affairs, the inftitutions 
for public inftruction, the diffufion of 
fcience, the perfecting of the mechanical 
and liberal arts, the inventions of the ar- 
tilts, the works of the learned, &c. It 
may be eafily expected in a work of this 
kind, that the author has paid particular 
attention to the prefent ftate of icience. 
This fubjeét indeed forms. the fairett part 
in the piéture of Paris, and affords an 
interefting and agreeable profpect to every 
on. who is not prejudiced againft ail the 
confequences of the French revolution, 
which but too frequently excites the moft 
painful fenfations in the philanthropic and 
unbiaffed obferver. ** Never,”’ fays the 
author, ‘¢ has the {pirit of invention ben 


Ttant 


more kindled, the exertions of indivi-— 


duals to improve upon former, and to in- 
quire into the later diicoverics which pro- 
mife national advantag¢s, been difplayed 
in a more eilergetic manner, than has been 
dene fince the revolution, in Paris—the 
general aflemblage of the moft ingenious 
men in that extenfive republic.”  “ The 
Annals of German Univerfities,” edited by 
R. W. Justiand F. S, MURFINNA, de- 
ferve to be mentioned as an uletul and 
inftruétive publication to thofe, who are 
defirous of obtaining more accurate m- 
formation refpecting the external ftate of 
literature in Germany, than can be ac- 
quired from any other topographical or 
ftatiftical feurces. In the -analyhs of 
the diplomatic art the Germans. have, 
particularly fince the epoch made in this 
branch of political feidnce by the * Sta- 
tiftical Accounts of Schloezer,”’ produced 
fome valuable elementary treaties. In 
every refpect we mult give the preter 
to J. C. GATTERER’s * Gutiines of the 
Diplomatic Art ;°° with 12 plates, pp. 374 
(befides the preface and table of contents} 
$vo. Gottingen, 1798. Ths work at- 
fords a cotitelate view of the theory of ee 
intricate art, and it is to be hopett, “al 
aged and learned author will foon a 
his promife, by furnifhing the ee? ; 
‘adic oO his ¢ia% 
corps with the p? adtical part to his ¢ cl 
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pp: 606 $8vo. The literature of Hun- 
cannot boaft. of a work more ele- 
ntly written, and more authentic in its 
information than the prefent. Its inge- 
nious author is already known to the lite- 
rary world by his “¢ Introdultio in artem 
diplomaticam, pracipue bungaricam ” which 
appeared in 3790, and which is not a lefs 
favourable fpecimen of his talent in 
treating political dubjects with particular 
energy of language, than the “ Statiftical 
View” before mentioned. It is however 
much to be regretted, that the publica- 
tion of this treatife has been delayed fince 
the year 1796, when the Profeffor fent 
the manufcript to the Cexforian. office, 
where it has been detained for nearly two 
years; a period of time in which many 
new and important changes and events 
have taken place, the omiilion of which 
isnot a little derogatory to this excellent 
performance. —To elucidate the hiftory of 
the fame kingdom, and to refeye froin 
oblivion many {carce hittorical fragments, 
we are happy to meet with an author 
who has long ben honouyably known in 
the republic of letters, as the editor of 
the firit monthly magazine pubiilhed in 
the German language in Hungary, in- 
titled ** The Hungarian Mercury,” but 
which he was obliged again to relinquith, 
partly tor wan of fupport, and partly on 
account of the late retorms and contre- 
reforms under three different emperors. 
His late publication is the following ; 
** Scriptores Regu Hungaricorum sminores, 
hadtenus inediti, fynchroni aut proxime coe- 
vi; &c. M. G. KOvacCHECH, tom. iad 
Comitem Franc. de Paula Balafia Gyar- 
math, Pramittitur Epiflola ad Comilem 
Georgium Banfi, Tranfilvanie Guberna- 
torem, qua diaria de variis rebus Hung. 
waduftria aiverforum autiorum confcripia 
ferie chrozelogi-a preccnfentur. pp. xxxil. 
104, and 350 8vo.°” (with a plate repre- 
fenting Count Balaffa). Of this interett 
Ing collection the editor propotes to pub- 
lith four volumes every year; it contains 
a careful fele&tion of fhort accounts of 
the hegociations of Ambafladors or other 
lenipotentiaries, letters, narratives of 
Particular actions and events, concife 
journals of different Diets, &c.—One of 
the moft philofophic attempts in univerfal 
egy is K. L. Wotrmann’s “ Out- 
mes of the Ancient Hifiery of Mazkind ;” 
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cal book intitled ‘¢ Elementa artis diplo- 
mative univerfalis” — Another produétion 
deferving much praife, though limited to 
a particular kingdom, is ‘ The Statiftical 
View of Hungary;” by M. Scuwarpt- 
NER, profeffor oi the Diplomatic Art, &c, 
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of which the fe¢ond volume has latel 

been publithed, and which may ferve oe 
model of good ftyle and reafoning. The 
author, a young man of the moft pro- 
mifing talents, is profeflor of hiftory in 
the univerfity of Jena, and from the {pe- 
cimen here given, the Germans poffe(s in 
Mr. WOLTMANN an hiftorian, who does 
honour to his country, and whole wri- 
tings will, no doubt, procure him the se- 
putation due to his merits. The princi. 
pal feature of thefe « Outlines” is, that 
the author has carefully and fuccefstully 
endeavoured to avoid one of the moft dan. 
gerous temptations to which hiftorical 
writers are but. too frequently expofed, 
that of  eftimating and delineating the 
complexion of former ages according to 
our, modern notions, and of furni ling 
the ancient fages and heroes with our pre- 
{ent repreientations or modes of thinking, 
His perfor:nance well deferves to be ftu- 
died by every lover of hiftory, as it is 
not only amufing and interefting, but 
leads the attentive reader to new reflec- 
tions and {peculations.—Among the great 
number of elementary books which .con- 
tinually appear in the department of hif- 
tory we thall mentlon here the three fol- 
lowing: J.G.A. GaLLeTti’s “ Eje- 
ments of Hiftory, calculated for Schools.” 
As a work purpeiely defigned for.the ufe 
of {chools, and wel! calculated to fulfil 
that intention, * J. G. GALLETTI’S 
« Elements of Hiftory,” fecond edition en- 
larged, pp. 242. 8vo. 1797; and “ da 
Eptiome of Univerfal Hiftory, equally adapt- 
ed for infiruction and amujement;” by the 
{faine author: part il. pp. 404. $V. 1797. 
The latter is rather an extenfive publica- 
tion, as the volume before us extends no 
further than the origin of the Perfian 
empire ; its, Various changes ; the under- 
takings of the Perfians againit the Greeks; 
the war of Peloponnedus ; the later dil- 
turbances which happened among the par- 
ticular fates of Greece; and the traniition 
of the Romans from a monarchial toa 
republican and ariftocratic form of go- 
yernment. ‘The merit of this Epitome is 
greatly enhanced by the juft and concile 
view he gives of the private life, the do- 
meitic and rural ceconomy, the wo - 
{ciences, the religion, together with the 
political and military conitittion of the 
mott remarkable nations within fic ara 
of the Perfian Monarchy. In juitice to 
the public, however, we cannit huppress 
the remark that beth thefe uletul works 
of Mr, GALLETTI'S, (who is one of the 
profeffors at the Lyceum of Gotha) are 
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inaccuracies. Among the  politico- 
hiftorical works which have lately ap- 
peared of feparate countries or govern- 
mients, the following deferves particu- 
lar notice, although the anonymous au- 
thor does not venture to enter into 4 
critical examination of fa&s and mo- 
tives: ‘ Annals of the Government of 
Catherine Il. Emprefs of Ruffia;  vo- 
lume firft, containing the fubjeét of 
legiflation, pp. 2525 Svo. 1798. In the 
biographical department of hiftory we 
fhall mention two excellent works which 
well deferve a place in our Retrofpett, 
en account of the impartial and fuperior 
manner in which they are written: 1. 
“ The Necrologift, containing accounts of 
the lives of remarkable Germans who bave 
died in the current year.’ Of this in- 
ftructive publication appear every year 
two volumes fince its commencement in 
2790; but it is matter of regret that the 
publifher, Mr. Portues of Gotha, is 
nearly two years behind, in the order of 
time, with this periodical work, fo that 
we have as yet. feen only the fecond vo- 
lune for the year 1797; which contains, 
befides the fhort fupplementary accounts, 
nine diftinét biographies, and begins with 
that of the celebrated Count Herzberg, 
late minifter of ftate to the King of 
Pruffia, «* a man whofe name alone is his 
greateft encomium, and whole memory 
will be revered by a grateful pofterity, 
and rendered immortal in the hiftory of 
Pruffia.” 2. 6 Memoirs of great and me- 
ritorious Statefmen; with an Appendix, 
containing the picture of a new-appointed 
‘udge.” The editor of this colle¢tion is 
a Mr. V. MITTERBERG, privy-coun- 
fellor to the Duke of Saxe Corpurc: 
he has here given ten lives of eminent 
Gerinans who ftand high in the lift of the 
public characters, principally of the lat 
century; fo that the reading of this book 
may afford a tolerable criterion of the 
ftate of political {cience in that country 
during the 16th and 17th centuries. Mr. 
V.M. has annexed an “ Effay on the 
beneficial influence which biographies 
have on the education of youth;”’ in 
which we meet with many original and 
pertinent remarks. 
* POLITICS. 

In reviewing this important depart- 
ment of modern literature among the 
Germans, we were not a little furprifed 
to find that their political writers, al- 
moft without exception, either conceal 
their real names, or adopt fictitious ones. 
Such is the effcct of the deteftable cen- 
ferial offices in the different ftates of Ger- 


=, 
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many, that men of real tale 

are obliged either to Phspeets pipe 
litical opinions, or to fend their > 2 
{cripts to fome diftant country, f a 
ftance, Holland, Denmark, or ‘Swit aA 
land, where the cenforial offices are tek 
arbitrary and lefs fevere. One of the 
beft publications of the anonymous kind 
is the following: « Wha importa , 
Events, and what additional Gain in 
Human aad Civil Happinefs, have we te 
expect tn the next Century?” py. 230, Sy 
Although the author confiders many of 
the events to be developed by futurity in 
too favourable a light, yet his ideas 
throughout the whole are correét, while 
they are expreffed with animated phi. 
lanthropy. ‘The refult of his inquiries 
refpe&ting our future profpeét is briefly 
as follows: 1. ** The human race will 
become more healthy and vigorous: 2, 
The cultivation of the underftanding will 
be equally adapted to the ftrength and 
well-being of mind and body, as well as 
to the different relations of men: 3. Men 
will attain to a higher degree of moral 
perfe&tion: 4. Whe different govern. 
ments of Europe will improve ftill far. 
ther the means of proteéting their fub- 
jects from the horrors of war, famine, 
&c.: §. Political and moral {cience will 
be more intimately united: 6. Juttice 
will {pread its dominion among men; 
and 7. Innocent mirth and joy will en- 
hance the value of human life.’ The 
next political and likewife anonymous 
work of which we take notice, is a coun- 
terpart to Profeffor Kant’s late ¢ Projet 
toa perpetual Peace,’ intitled “ Hetcrs- 
clitical Ideas on the natural Boundaries of 
the European States, as the Foundation of 
@ perpetual Peace.’ In this fmall work 
the author principally endeavours to de- 
monftrate that the chains of mountains 
are the ftrongeft and everlafting walls of 
defence, and that according to the iitu- 
ation of thefe, moft of the Buropean ftates 
ought to be differently divided into other 
more conneéted river-valleys, which 
fhauld be always defended by moun- 
tains. As long, however, as the imper- 
fe adminiftration of ftates renders wars 
not only poffible, but even weceffary, we 
can aflure the author that neither natural 
boundaries of rivers, nor walls of granite, 
will fave mankind trom war, bloodthed, 
and deftru&tion : yet we agree with him, 
that as foon as the conceit of the real of 
imaginary fuperiority of the prefent Eu- 
ropean ftates over their lefs power 

neighhours vanithes; as fcon as they have 
exhaufted the country of resources ~— 
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and money, then no doubt, with their 
increafing weaknefs, they alfo improve in 
fentiments of humanity, and negotiation 
at length opens the road to peace. ‘* An 
Effay on the Means of reftoring the former 
Cheapnefs of Provifions, aud obviating the 

efent Dearth occafioned by Ufury and 
Foreftalling*’ by M.S. v. K. deferves to 
be mentioned here as the ingenious ee 
duction of a lady, who in the introduétion 
charges the maale writers with’a {pecies 
of neglect rather fingular than true,, that 
they are more anxious to furnifh the 
world with produétions of the mind, than 
to attend to the wants of the body, or, 
as exprefled in the original, to the coz- 
arns of an empty flomach. 

BELLES LETTRES, 

As the age of novel-writing appears 
to be rather on the decline in Germany, 
fince the Ghoffs and Spedfres have hanely 
fupprefled the purer and more natural 
modes of fiction, we fhall for the preient 
mention only two or three works of this 
kind, which are not tinétured with the 
marvellous. ‘** The Life and Manners of 
George Waller, probably defcribed by bim- 
felf’ pp. 400. 8vo. is by no means 
deftitute of genuine wit and fatire, while 
it abounds in found moral refleétions.— 
‘ The Sunday Humors of Mr. Tobias Laufche, 
Inn-keeper, at the fign of the Blue Angel, 
on the frontiers of Swabia.”’ pp. 198. 8vo. 
1798. Thefe humorous tales recom- 
mend themfelves by the elegant fimplicity 
with which they are written, and the at- 
tractive manner in which familiar events 
are rendered interefting to every reader 
who is not altogether void of focial and 
moral feelings. <‘* Peter Schmoll and bis 
Neighbours; by the author of Erafmus 
Schleicher: Part I. pp. 325. 1798. 
This is the production of Mr. Cramer, 
a celebrated political victim in Germany, 
and a man of unqueftionable talents-as a 
writer, if his ftyle were not fo eccentric 
and frequently loaded with vulgar expref- 
fions. Yet we mutt neverthelefs admire 
his’ animated method of reprefenting 
the variegated events of life, the very in- 
terefting and frequently furprifing fitua- 
tions and changes in his compofitions, 
his lively and fudden effufions of fancy, 
Agy even his {prightlinefs, together with 

is cheerful and fincere fympathy with 
the charaSter of his heroes and their oc- 
currences in life ; all thefe excellent qua- 
Jities are am ly difplayed in the prefent 


Work. Although the {pecimens of facred 
tlocution in Germany are not {carce, and 
the number of “* Sermons,” and ‘* Ma- 
*rialsor Texts for Sermons,” are almett 
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incredible, yet it canno ; 
the Germ sie poffefs fry ce apied thes 
works oaelocution, Since our lait Re- 
trofpe&, we meet with only one work of 
that nature, and this is a {econd edition 
of « Dr. C. T. Babrdt’s Rhetoric for the 
ufe of Church-Orators ; wih a Preface 
and Additicns, by J.D. Biichling. This 
original work of the late Dr; B. has met 
with great oppofition among the orthodox 
German divines, on account of the fin 
lar tenets and principles it contains, 
which are confidered as fubverfive to the 
interefts of chrittianity, Independently 
of this remark, however, the Rhetoric’? 
before us is an admirable treatile which 
ftands very high in the eftimation of the 
more heterodox theologians of Germany, 
as a performance containing many claffical 
and inftru&tive obfervations, Among the 
late dramatic publications we have to an« 
nounce one not well calculated for the 
ftage: ** The Death of Guftaw lif; a 
pfychologico-moral pifture of the errors 
to which enthufiafm and the paffions may 
lead: In four books: with five plates. 
pP: lvi. and 702, The author fubferibes 
imfelf atter the elaborate preface, G. C. 
Horst, and his chief object in this dra- 
matic attempt avowedly is, to exhibit te 
view the dangers of political enthufiafm, 
to caution the reader againft the {nares of 
fanciful innovation, to fhow that thofe 
who with to realize in the a&tual world, 
whatever prefents itfelf as a plaufible idea, 
will in the end neceffarily meet with dif- 
appointments, and that the tragical event 
of Guftav’s, death is another ftriking 
inftance to prove, in a convincing man- 
ner, the dignified and amiable {upe- 
riority of virtue over hateful vice. The 
author is at confiderable pains to repre- 
fent the character of the unfortunate king 
in the moft favourable light, and to bes 
ftow particular praife on his undaunted 
and perfevering ipirit, but with all the 
warmth of declamation he has left a chafm 
in the charaéter of this prince, which the 
moft exquifite flattery of his courtiers 
cannot fupply. And this material defect 
in the confiftency of character ariles 
chiefly from the circumftance, that in 
every thing the king fays and does, even 
where he, remote from witnefl:s, tollows 
the impulfe of his heart, there revails a 
certain coldnefs which, entirely againit 
the defign of the author, renders the fin- 
cerity of his fentiments and feelings fufs 
picious. It is further an objectionable 
trait in the king’s private charaéter, that 


all his thoughts, even the 


his humane and tender adtions, are in @ 
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manner tinétured with the idea of his 
royal fublimity and dignity; that all who 
jurround him are not only on every occa- 
fion Javifhing upon him the moft fulfome 
praifes of his virtues and his. fublime 
genius; bur that he gencrally liftens to 
tuch. encomiums with apparent fatisfac- 
tion, and confiders them as due to his 
royal perion.—In order to banifh the ab- 
furd and frequently licentious ballads that 
prevail in Germany, and to introduce 
tunes which, together with proper themes 
adapted to the meaneft capacities, fhould 
difleminate found and virtuous fentiments, 
there has lately appeared! at Leipzig. the 
firft number of a collection intitled 
“© New popular Songs, to accompany the 
barpfichord ;” cenit by J. R. BERLs, 
&c. pp. 64. fol. This number contains 
thirty fongs fet to mufic, all of which are 
above mediocrity in refpect to vertifica- 
tion as well as mufical compofition. Laft- 
ly, under this head, we cannot omit to 
mention the appearance of a new and 
thoroughly improved tranflation of ‘* Wil- 
kgm Shak{peare’s Plays,” by J. J. Escu- 
ENBURG, Vol, i. pp. 565. 8vo. 1798. 
With great juftice may this be called a 
new tranflation ; for fiace the fecond and 
improved edition of Shak{peare’s plays 
appeared in 1775, by the fame editor who 
undestook to improve the firft edition at- 
tempted by Wieland, and to enlarge or 
rather complete it by adding 18 more of 
Shak{peare’s plays which Mr. W. had 
omitted, no other tranflator could be found 
who would fatisfy and realize the rigorous 
demands then made by the German cri- 
tics, who went fo far as to maintain that 
Shakfpeare’s plays ought not to be read, 
unlefs in the original. Notwithftanding 
thofe extravagant aflertions, it is now ge- 
neraliy allowed that the prefent tranila- 
tion by Mr. Efchenburg (who may be 
juftly ftyled the Neitor of German and 
Engiifh literature) is, without exception, 
the moft correét and elegant. of all the 
tranflations ever publifhed of our great 
baid, in any ef the European languages. 
‘ PHILOLOGY. 

Among the numerous tranflations 
which from time to time appear in Ger- 
many of the Latin claffics, we find but 
very few, indeed, which deferve honour. - 
able mention in this Retrofpe&t. One of 
the moft taithful verfions in which the fpi- 
rit of the original has been completely 
preferved, is “* Cicero's Treatifagn the fufh- 
ciency of Virtue to Happine/s ; One of the 
Tuiculan queitions, rendered into Ger- 
man, and accompanied with remarks and 
preiatory explanations, by C, F. BouME,. 


[Sup, 


Ppp- XViii. and 120. 8vo. We cannot f 
with fimiliar praife of “© yy, 7. Gea 
Dialogue on Friend/kip,” tranflated and n $ 
companied with remarks, introdu@tion, 
&c. by J. A. Ehring. pp. xvi. and ra 
Svo. This is the Sifto tranflation of the 
above-mentioned treatife, fince the year 
1774, and in the lateft Leipzig Catald Ue 
of new books, we find a /ixth offered to 
public notice. Although the prefent can. 
not in juftice be called she mott contempti. 
ble of, the five tranilat..s we have feen, 
yet it is far from deferving the charagter 
of accuracy, as in a variety of inftances 
it deviates from the true fenie of the ori- 
ginal. ** M. Accit Plauti Comedia Cap. 
tervei; the Prifoners, a comedy, by Plau. 
tus, tranflated and illuftrated by Dr. 
A.C. Borheck, &c.”* — “* The Epic Poems 
of Publius Ovidius Nafo’’, tranflated from 
the Latin into iambic verfes, and accom. 
paaied with illuftrations, by G. F. W, 
THYME; and “C.D. Janr’s Explana- 
tory Remarks to the Odes end Epodes of Ho- 
race,’ vol. ili. 1798. pp. 278. 8vo, 
Thefe three publications we have placed 
together, as, on account of their great in- 
feriority, they do not deferve to be {epa- 
rately reviewed. Lefs deferving of cen- 
fure, though far from being a perfect and 
elegant verfion, is ‘* Virgil's Enetd,” 
tranflated by J. SPITZENBERGER, 
pp- 456, Svo. Confidering that Mr. S, 
had all the difficulties of the Bavarian dia- 
le&t to encounter, and that the language 
of this Roman poet is nearly Pam eo 
on perfe&tion, the prefent tranilation de- 
ferves much praife with refpeét to fidelity; 
although it cannot be pronounced ‘free 
from inaccuracies in point of verfification. 
To facilitate the ftudy of the dramatic 
works of Seneca, and to Jay the founda- 
tion of a future complete commentary on 
thefe admirable produélions, we meet with 
a claffical produ&tion, which cannot be 
recommended to the Englith {cholar in too 
favourable terms, whether it be confidered 
as a fpecimen of found criticiim, er ¢s an 
elegant piece of compofitton, “ Hercules 
fuvens. Specimentnove recenfionis tragadia- | 
rum L. Annaeti Senece. Auciore,” TOR 
KILLO BaDEN, 1798, pp. xv. and 176, 
8vo. The learnéd editor has made ufe 
of numerous and refpectable fources 5 for 
befides feventeen manufcripis never before 
compared, he has availed him(elf of the 
oldeft editions of Seneca, with which the 
royal library at Copenhagen has amply 
furnithed him, fo that he has here come 
mupicated to us all the valuable remarks 
wadé on this fubjeét fince the days of Gra- 


novius, whole text he has reviled gt Y 








moft careful and judicious manner. In 
tie department ot Greek literature, we 
were agreeably furprized with the follow- 
ag excellent work: ‘* A Critical Difiio- 
nary of the G reek and German Languages, 
to be ufed in reading the Greek prophane 
writers,” by J. G. SCHNEIDER, pro- 
flor in the univerfity of Frankfort on the 
Oder, vol. i. fcom A to K. pp. 847, large 
yo. The editor, who is one of the olde!t 
Greek profeflors in Germany, has directed 
his principal attention, in the compofition 
of this Dictionary, to etymology, ana- 
logy, as well as the general and particu- 
lar derivation of words; he has confined 
himflf entirely to the /ecular Greek 
writers, as the Germans pofleis a variet 

of particular dictionaries of the Old and 
New Teftament, together with others 


explaining the ecclefiaitical writérs in the 


Greek language; a circumftance which 
has induced the learned editor to omit 
even all the proper nouns. ‘* 4 Complete 
Greek Grammar for Schools and Acade- 
mies,” by A. F. BERNHARDT, 8vo. Ber- 
lin, pp. 366. ‘This elementary work is 
compojed upon the fame principles which 
the author has adopted in his Latin 
grammar, publifhed about three years 
ago: itthows throughout the man of re- 
flection, and it muft be confeffed in juftice 
to Mr. BERNHARD1d, that his is not 
only the mot complete, but likewife 
the moll uleful and perfpicuous Greek 
grammar of which the German fchools 
can boait. ** Arifdotle’s Politics and Frag- 
mets of Economy,’ tranflated from the 
Greek, and accompanied with remarks, 
together with an analyfis of the text, by 
J. G. ScHLOSsER, part I. p. goand 356, 
vo. 1798. This. is the firft attempt of 
the kind in the German language,-and 
Mr. ScuLosser, although frequently 
mifled to make partial and fhallow re- 
marks, by his excefliye—hatred._to every 
other but a monarchical form of govern- 
ment, and by his paffionate oppotition.to 
the progrefs of ¢ Critical Philofophy,’ has 
neverthelefs difplayed a confiderable fhare 
pt judgment and pt ilological information 
in this elegant verfion. To juftify in 
fome degree our affertion, we fhall quote 
fome obiervations from the introdustion, 
P- XIX. € Socrates believed that true phi- 
lofophy could and ought to regulate the 
aily actions of human life, and in this 
alone it oight to difplay its whole power 
and influence. To’ Plato philofophy ap- 


peared of a more fublime nature: who- 
tver will approach to its divine precepts, 
ought, according to him, to rife above 
the commen clafs pf men, <Ariltotle, 
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laftly, was of opinion that philofophy 
ought to proceed on its own path, and 
fhanld at moft, oviy now and then con. 
defcend to an{wer the purpolés of life, in 
order to prevent every where confufion and 
irregularity. Thus the firit of thete phi- 
lofophers wifhed to form only good and: 
noble men; the. fecond would have no 
other but femi-gods ; and the third was 
fatisfied with tolerable men only,’ By 
theie charaéteriftic remarks, Mr.ScHLos. 
SER wifhes to fhow the different points of 
view in which thoie three men of anti- 
quity have confidered philofophy ; but his 


comparative ftatement is not critical] 


correct. If we make a proper and due 


diftinction, between the theory and prac- 
tice of philofophy, it is highly probable 
that all thefe antients looked upon phi- 
lofophy as a {cience, which rayes man 
above the common herd of his Spectes, and 
which deferves to be more practically em- 
ployed for the improvement of mankind. 
The femi-gods of Plato are certainly no 
other than the good and noble men of 
Socrates, and it can by no imeans be 
proved, that Ariftotle wifhed to torm fo- 
lerable men only. ‘* Xcenophoatis Memo- 


.rabilia Socratis grece. Editio tertis emen- 


datior et auctior, p. viii and 188, 8yo."" 
The former edition ot this finall work was 
publifhed by SrROTH, and the preient 
editor, Mr. Ettixger, of Gotha, has care- 
fully corrected the textof ERNEs?1 (which 
STRoOTH had almoft literally copied) ac- 
cording to the late improvements made by 
ZEURE, SCHNEIDER, SCHUTZ, and 
WEeEISKE. ‘The laft article we fhall men- - 
tion, in Greek literature, is a tolerable 
tranflation of ‘* Hefod's Poems,” by C, 
H. ScuuTze, p. 302. 8va. This version 
has fomewhat the appearance of the clat- 
ical labours of Prot. Vofs; but. it does 
not ftand the teft of criticifim as well as 
thefe, for it is not only deficient in point 
of eaiy and well-turned expretlions, but 
alfo frequently impertect. and unnarmo- 
nious in the terminations of the veries. . 
The cffays annexed by the tranilater coi 
tain quotations from other writers, vatier » 
than original reinarks, puns and pitys 


“upon words rather man found difquiiitious 


or ufeful illuftrations. In the branch of 


- Hebrew literature we find at preient only 


“© A concife Grammar of the Hebrese Lane 
guage; being an abitract frommhe ayer 
works by J. J. VaTER, profellor at jena, 
p, 174, 8vo. 1798. Phis epitome: 18 
purpolely defigned for thote beginners who » 
have hot yet imbibed any prejudices ites ' 
other grammars ; ay otal os 
-are bere fimpsitic 
parts of grammar are, apaiedh 
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explained, which have been either too dif- 
fuiedly treated, or altogether overlocked 
in the larger work, fo that this fhort trea- 
tife cannot fail to be of great utility in 
facilitating the acquifition of the {fa- 
cred language to the ftudent and the 
amateur. 
LOGIC AND METAPHYSICS. 

To fupply the fchools of Germany with 
an elementary work which might combine 
eompletenefs with brevity, and fhould at 
the fame time be fold at a reafonable price, 
we meet with the following excellent pub- 
lication, which unqueftionably poffefles all 
thefe requifities, entitled, ‘* Logic for the 
Uje of Schools,” by J. G. C. Kitswer- 
fER, dogtor and profeffor of philofophy 
at Berlin, p. 156, 8vo. (price about 1s, 2d. 
in fheets). The ‘learned author of this 
treatife has preferved here the {ame order 
and divifion which he has adopted in his 
¢ Elements of pure, general Logic,’ pub- 
lithed fome time ago, while he has added 
the general practical part of logic; and 
we fhall only fay that he has laid down 
the rules of thinking throughout, in a 
clear and perfpicuous manner, and that 
he has illuftrated the whole with oppofite 
and ftriking examples. ‘The metaphyfi- 
cal works, from time to time appearing 
in Germany being very numerous, and 
moft of them being of an abftrufe and 

oolemical nature, we are obliged to con- 
ne our account to a few of the moft re- 
markable only. Of this detcription is 
the following work of Apam WEIs- 
HAUPT, on ** Truth and moral PerfeGion,”’ 
vol. i. p. xxviii. and 276. “ On the 
Doérines of the Motives and Caufes of 
all Things,’ vol. ii. p. 392, and * On 
Purpofis or final Caujfes,”’ vol. iii. p. 
xliv. and 384, 8vo. ‘The learned author 
is well known to be one of the mott ftre- 
nuous opponents of the critical fyftem 
of philofophy, founded by the venerable 
Kant; and while the latter couches his 
do&trines in the molt fcientific and fre- 
quently obi{cure terms and phrafes, Dr. 
WEISHAUPT endeavours to render his 
doctrines piain and palatable to every clafs 
of readers, by the meft alluring and po- 
pular forms and demonftrations he has 
adopted in all his writings. As this, 
however, is not the forum where meta- 
ary controverfies can be either dif- 
culled or decided, we fhall content éur- 
felves with ftating the tendency of Wets- 
HAUPT’S extenfive work, in nearly his 
own words: The whole moral fyftem 
of man,” fays he, “ is founded on the 
idea of moral perfe&tion, and without this 
idea we are liable tvery where to mifap- 


prehend our moral feclings : hencg it has 


(Sup. 


been the chief objeét of my prefent exere 
tions, to difcover that golden midd|¢ ath 
tu determine the true and moft prahtient 
idea of moral perfection; to eftablith, on 
this idea a phyfiology of the mind: t 
fhow in what its healthy fiate, perfeStion 
properly confifts; how all virtues are 
founded on that ftate, and in the frigeg 
fenfe conftitute one virtue only; to en. 
quire in-o the original error from which 
the branches and confequences of all other 
moral errors arife ; to render this étymo- 
logy plain and obvious to the fenfes; ta 
fketch in this manner a pathology of the 
mind, and befides to point out from what 
fhallow ground our preient virtues arife: 
in what clofe a connection they ftand with 
our vices ; how among things of fo diffi. 
milar nature a connection is poffible ; and 
laftly, to examine the difeafed parts of 
our mind, which either at prefent, or at 
fome future petiod, and by what means, 
required to be remedied and cured.”—~ 
Another violent 4 pee of the Kantian 
fyftem, although of inferior abilities and 
defective erudition,isSOLOMONMaimon, 
in his ‘* Critical Inveftigations of the Hu. 
man mind ; or the higher Powers cf Know- 
lede e and Volition,’ p. 370, 8vo. The 
whole ot this work confifts of three long 
dialogues cf the Prologomena to the Cri- 
tique of the pure and praétical faculty 
of knowledge, and of a fyftem of ethics 
according to Ariftotle. We cannot, 
however, fupprefs the remark with refpeé& 
to the laft {ubjeé&t, that Mr. Maimonx 
has committed a grofs plagiarifm, by 
copying Mr. Tenifch’s claffical tranl- 
lation of Ariftotle’s work, from chapter 
to chapter, omitting what he could not 
underftand, or what appeared to him of 
lefs confequence. ‘* The Contributions to 
the Hiftory of Philofophy,”’ by G.G. Fut- 
LEBORN; are continued with the fame 
fpirit of found criticifin and induftrious 


perfeverance. The ‘eighth number now — 


before us contains, befides a feries of cri- 
tical remarks on the poems of Parmenidesy 
byKENRICK, only one effay by the learned 
editor, ‘A Sketch of the Hiftory and Lt- 
terature of Pky&ognomy. ‘ Elementary 
view of the Metephyjcs of Law, or 
pyitive Legiflation; “an Effay on the fr, 

Principles of the Law of Nature,” by 
G.S. A. MELLIN, &c. This is a re- 


markable work, not only on account of 
the new and acute ideas ftarted in it, and . 


the author’s peculiar mode of reafonings 
but alfo by feveral ingenious paradoxical 
affertions, which lead the mind from the 
ufual mode of thinking, and agreeably 
employ it with new conceptions. The 
whole comprehends thy principles and ele- 
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mentary ideas of all the parts of the law wife on account of the ene 


of nature, and ‘is divided into five fec- 
tions; the firlt of which treats of the 
rinciples of law in general ; the fecond, 
of the principles of law ina ttate of na- 
ture, or of the abfolute law of nature ; 
the third, of the principles of law in 
a ftate of fociety, or of the hypothe- 
tical law of nature ; the fourth, of the 
rinciples of the general law of ftates ; 
and the fifth, of the principles of the law 
of nations. 
MORAL PHILOSOPHY. 
Among the numberle{s attempts to in- 
roduce the principles and tenets of Kant 
into the circles of familiar life, and to 
expound his ab{trufe notions by the cleareft 
and moft convincing illuftrations, the fol- 
lowing is one of the moft fuccefstul: ‘*Po- 
pular Effays on fubjects of Practical Philo- 
jophy,”’ with a view to promote a previous 
acquaintance with the ideas peculiar to 
Kant, by J. C. GREILING, p. 19. and 
198. The frequent opportunities which 
the author had to obierve that, particu- 
larly in mixed company, many perfons 
who had the leaft knnowledge ot Kant 
and his philofophy, would fpeak of both 
in a decifive manner, induced him to pub- 
lifh thefe eflays which he has defigned 
chielly tor men of Bulinefs who cannot 
devote the portion of time requifite to 
the ftudy of his fyftematic works. The 
lubjects of thefe treatifes are ag follow: 
1. On the influence which family {pirit 
difplays on the morality and welfare of 
mankind. 2. The Golden'Age. 3, On 
the weaknefs of charaéter. 4. On the 
cfhnity between the aefthetical and moval 
tenfe. 5. On the value of an eftablithed 
telizion ; and 6. On the diftin&tion fub- 
hiting between prudence and morality, as 
weil as between the doétrine of prudence 
and that of duty... The ftyle otf the au- 
thor is throughout polithed, and adapted 
to philofophic fubjects ; it is correét with- 
Sut being ornamental, but neverthelefs 
pleafant and lively, «© F Gays on fubjec?s of 
‘irals and Education,” by K. G. Bauer, 
A.M. &c. p. xvi. and 366, well deierve 
the perufal of every tutor and guardian of 
atamily. All the compolitions of this 
retpectable author are, like the prefent, 
dittinouithed by pure principles, by a 
conttant application of philofophy to mo- 
ral purpotes, and by a diftinét arrange- 
ment and deduétion of his ideas. & The 
ye tes tnto the Prozre/s of Nature in the 
oo Y the Human Race,” by 
Uthor wf Lientard and Gertrud, p. 


234) Svo. arean interefting publication 

Rot only on account of the Orazinalviews 

*¢ man and his relations in lif , but like- 
Montary Mag. No. XL. 





rgetic and liy 
manner in which the other expicfies Lin 
ideas. Another attempt to account for 
the final purpoles, to which the author 
of nature feems to devote the human 
race, is the following finall work, “ Ox 
the Deftination of Mai,” a philofophic in- 
quiry upon the principles of critical phi- 
lofophy, by J. Lenz, profeffor, p. 136, 
8vo. The author of this per f{picuous and 
popular effay announces himfelf here as an 
enlig! @ ned man who has much refleéted on 
his deitiny, and Who endeavours to render 
his own convictions more general, for the 
improvement of mankind. “ 4 Sketch of a 
Philofophic Do&rine of Religicn,” by G.C. 
MuL er, Part I. pp. xxiv. and 281, 
8vo. This outline is not undeferving of 
a liberal fhare of approbation and encou- 
ragement ; the idea of a philofuphic re- 
ligious doctrine is developed with much 
acutenefs and difcriminaticn ; the poili- 
bility as well as’ the reality and advan. 
age of fuch a dosétrine, if it were uni- 
verially adapted, is placed in the moft 
obvious point-of view. The author can- 
cidly examines the apiuions of other 
philofophers, and ‘cenfures them with 
great liberality ; his mode of writing is 
clear and precite. °* Views of the Terri- 
tories of Hijlory and Philofophy,” Part I, 
by G.F. D. Goess, proteifor, &c. p. 
vi, and 153, 8vo. 1798. Under this 
whimifical title the learned author propo- 
fes to publith annually a fall volume 
(in preference to a monthly or other pe- 
riodica! form) in which he impartially re- 
views and compares the hiftovical events 
of the day with the precepts of a found 
and ftrift philofophy, and by which he 
hopes to procure a more general and be - 
neficial circulation to many important 
philotophic truths. As the fubjects of 
thefe effays are rather curious, we fhall 
infert here the heads and contents of thote 
contained in this {mall volume: 1. On 
the influence which the Pruflian goveln- 
ment is likely to have on the German 
principalitics in Francomia. >. re ~ 
final purpole of man. 3; An at wa 
towards a deduction of the original oye 
of man: and 4. On the progrels of the 
; “¢ On Richt: and 
{ciences Gere hee of Grail 
Obligations in generat, and bho y Sub 
Saciety_in particalers | PPS ilofopby 
J. G. E. Maass, profellor of nig Wa. 
at Hall This work 1s already favour- 
6 ee the {ftudent and proteilor 
” ly i a The excellent author 
. pals ' ce Getman writers, whole 
oat re de claffically concile, with 
out beihg apboriftical, and who r - 
‘elt on his elegant ané mtu 
lues himieif 9 e tive 
3% 
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tive mode of writing on the moft abftrufe 
fubjects. The preient, although neither 
a compendium, nor a fyftem of philofo- 
phic jurifprudence, confifts of a connect- 
ed feries of eflays, which comprehend al- 
moft the whole territory of this {cience, 
and which the ingenious ftudent may 
eafily reduce to a fyftematic form. We 
cannot upon this oecafion omit to mention 
another work by Prof. Maass, of which 
we poflefy the fecond edition, and which 
is conlidered by the German literati, as 
well as in foreign countries, Wherever 
that language is read, asthe moft valuable 
and fyftematic ** Aualyfis of the Power 
and Influence of the Imagination.” For 
@ant of room we cannot enter into a de- 
tailed account of this philofophic publi- 
cation, which above all novels and ghott- 
ftories amply deferved to be tranflated into 
the Engliflt language, if the readers of 
folid and ufeful produétions were not {fo 
much inferior in numbers to thofe of ab- 
{urd and marvellous romances. 
MATHEMATICS. 

The principal new publication, fince 
our laft retroipeét, in this extenfive field 
ef literature, ts * The complete Elements 
ef Geometry, according tole Gendre, Simp- 
fox, von Savinden, Gregorius a St. Vin- 
ceniio,” and the ancients, by L. W. GIL- 
BERT, profeflor, &c. at Halle, Part I. 
PP: 453, SVo. with plates, 1798; or under 
another title, “* A complete Syficm of Ele- 
mentery and Higher Geomeiry.’ ‘The me- 
ritorious author deferves the partieular 
thanks of the tyro, as well as of every 


. friend of geometry, for having furnithed 


them with a compemlium in which every 
uleful piece of information relative to this 
difficult feience is induftrioufly colleced, 
for having deduced trom a few principal 
propotitions many others as confequences, 
and thus in a remarkable degree tacilita- 
ted the underftanding and acquifition of 
the whole. Another new and interefting 
work, though confined to the arithme- 
tical department, is T. L. Jorpan’s 
“* Deicription of yeveral necu Reckouing- 
Machines invented by binfalf,” part I. Ma- 
chines without rotatory motionor wheels, 
and without tables of calculation. With 
three tabulag views, and four engraved 
Sources, pp. 102. 8vo. 1798." The au- 
thor thews himfelf in this publication a 
man of reflection and ingenuity ; and we 
await with anxiety the fecend part of his 
book, im which he promifes to detcribe 
fome ttill mare pertect machines ; we can- 
not, however, refrain trom obferving, that 
he ought to be lefs {paring of his tables, 
and at the fame time endeavour to render 
tarm a6 accurate and correfponding with 


(Sup, 


the text as the nature of the w 
admit. ‘* Tables, Showing the ee 
' ; 50 
Cafks, with an Explanation of their Ue 
being a work which was crowned with de 
prize given by the Royal Danith Socie 
for the encouragement of the {ciences b 
S- BRuUN, with a plate, pp. xxi. and 
$4. 8vo. Although thefe tabies are chief 
calculated for the Danith meafures, ro 
they may be eafily reduced to any other 
ftandard. The author divides the while 
into two principal feétions, one treating 
of full catks, and the other of catks not 
filled: for the former, Mr. B. on $5 
pages lays down 32 tables, which are ar- 
ranged according to the Jength of the 
cafks, beginning with 25 and extending 
to 56 inches ; for the latter, he furnithes 
us with 23 tables of proportion, which 
are fo calculated, that between the part 
of the bottom of the cafk played upon by 
the wine, and the likewife wet part of an 
imaginiry bottom through the bung-hole 
parallel with the reab bottoms, there isa 
medium taken according to a certainrule, 
the {pace thus difcovered is commuted. 
into a circle of the fame proportion; and 
then the cask, asfar as it is filled witk 
the liquor, ts likewife reduced to a cylin- 
der of a fimilar proportion. ‘ The Ta- 
bles fhewing the diferent Courfe of Ex- 
change, together with Inftrudiions and Ex- 
planations, how to make ufe of them,” by 
A. CRAILSHEIM, 4to. 1798. All the 
calculations here relate to the mint-ftand- 
ard of 24 florins. The London courte 
begins with 127 Frankfort Batzen, and 
extends to 156; every operation 1s car- 
ried on by decimal fraétions, io that any 
of the tables may, with little. trouble, be 
ufed for the exchange of Holland and 
Hamburg. The couries of Paris, Augt- 
burg, and Vienna, are likewile calculated; 
and the. whole is arranged according to 
the manner adopted by VeGa in his fa- 
mous ‘ Logarithmical Tables,” of which 
we have given a fhort account in our firit 
Retrofpect. 
NATURAL PHILOSOPHY. 
Inftead of having to recapitulate a long 
litt of works in this ufetul branch oi 
{cience, we can infert two only, which de- 
ferve particular notice. ‘ Elements of a 
tural Philofophy, in its Mathematical a 
Chemical parts, by J. C. FISCHER, 
Doétor and Profeflor at Jena, pp- #30) 
8yo. with three quarto Jplates. fi this 
publication the author has endeavoured - 
compres all the late chemical difeover!s*s 
as well as to introduce the new metaphy- 
fical theory of Kant, which is now making 
hafty ftrides towards producing a thorotg 


revolution in the doétrine of phytics. 
W ith 
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With all its excellencies, we cannot re- 
commend this book to beginners, as the 
author has committed many ferious inac- 
curacies, hile he has little or no merit 
in the mott interefting fection of the work, 
« The metaphyfics of Nature,” which is 
almoft literally copied trom Kant’s own 
words, and which ought to have been 
rendered more eafy to the tyro, by giving 
ita more popular form, and accompany- 
ing the many abftrule axioms and princi- 
ples with proper illuftrations. The next 
and more important article in this branch, 
js “ The Magazine of the latef? difcoveries 
and occurrences in Natural Philofophy,”* in- 
cluding all the auxiliary {ciences con- 
netted with phyfics, by J. H. Vorcr, 
No. I. with three plates, 8vo. pp. 182. 
Since the ** Magazine for the lateft events 
in Phyfics and Natural Hittory’* (which 
was firit begun by the celebrated Profeffor 
Lichtenberg, of Gottingen, and after- 
wards continued by Profeffor Voigt) has 
been clofed with the eleventh volume, the 
relent is intended to fupply its place. 
The editor does not admit long and de- 
tajled eflays, that the numbers of this pe- 
riodical work, the annual amount of which 
&s not determined, may not too rapidly 
increafe. Hence he has reduced it to the 
more useful form of a repertory, which is 
divided into three principal feGtions; the 
&rft contains accounts of new objects of 
natural philofophy; the fecond, accounts 
of new or improved phyfical infiruments, 
or apparatus; and the third, a fhort re- 
view of the lateit ftate of phyfical litera- 
ture. As a proof of the great variety 
prevailing in this entertaining Magazine, 
we find not lefs than 27 articles under the 
firft head. Upon the whole, it juftly 
vies with ‘ Gren's Phyfical Fournal,” 
which is univerfally admitted to be the 
mott complete and icientific work of-the 
kind in Europe ; inafmuch as it more 
largely enters into the nature of fubjects, 
and gives a more precife account of the 
phenomena of nature than could be done 
with propriety in Mr. Voigt’s new Maga- 
zine. 
; (ECONOMY. 

It is mach eafier to propofe a new 
theory of agriculture, and to extol this 
principal fource of wealth and happinefs 
Mevcry nation with extravagant praifes, 
than to point out the genera] and mott 
hurtful defests here prevailing and to of- 
ter the moft proper and practical means 
ortemoviag and remedying fuch impe- 
ments. With this falutary intention, 
yr repo a view to avoid the errors into 

ca others have fallen, the author of 


the following treatife has amply fatished 
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our expectations: On Agriculture as the 
principal Sourse of Wealih and Happinefs 
of Nations,” by W. Kraus, pp. 236 
8vo. In this elaborate effay, Mr. K. 
cenfures the many defe&ts in agriculture 
with great candour and modefty ; every 
where we difcover mature manly reflec- 
tion, and his true intereit for a good 
of mankind has given adegree of ftrenoth 
and energy to his language which cannot 
fail to make a favourable impreflion on 
cultivators of land, and thus contribute 
to realize the noble defign of the author, 
Of the “ Economical Contributions towards 
the Improvement of Agriculture in Lower 
Saxony ; by J. D. Denfo, we have feen 
the fecond number, which is replete with 
judicious and practical remarks on fours 
teen different fubje&ts, chiefly founded oa 
the author’s own « \fervations and expe 
rience: thofe on different methods of con- 
verting heaths and commons into arable 
land, are by far the moft valuable * The 
Economical Fournal for Torn and Coun- 
try,” tormerly edited by Proteflor Leon- 
HARD1, of Leipzig, is now continued, 
from the 9th volume, by a Mr. Horr- 
MANN, of the fame place; and we are 
happy to fay, that it is conduéted witha 
due fhare of attention and difcrimination 
by the neweditor. To prevent the dread- 
ful devaftations of foreits occafioned by 
noxious inieéts, and particularly the ca- 
terpillar, a learned and noble planter of 
woods has lately begun a — pub- 
lication, under the fingular title, “ The 
Anxious Forefier,” by J. C. Baron v. 
LINKER, of which we have three numbers 
betore us. The effays here contained are 
of the utmoft importance to the planter of 
woods, efpecially in the prefent times, 
when the fcarcity of wood becomes an ob- 
ject of general complaint in almoft every 
country. * The Anvals of Gardening, to- 
gether with a Gen ral Intlligencer for 
Gardeners and Florifis,” by NEUENHAIN, 
junior, No. V. and VI. concluding the 
frit volume with an Index. Among the 
numerous journals of this nature publified 
in Germany, this may be lately pro- 
nounced the mot interetting and uleful to 
the practical gardener ; and we fincerely 
with the editor may continue his laudable 
exertions in this agreeable branch of mee 
nomy. Another work on the fame {fub- 
enerally uleful tendency, 18 the fo! i 
ing: *¢ On the Plantation of am or 
Orchard, and the Vegetation of Plants, y 
Dr. A. F.A. DIEL, with three plates, 
and a catalogue of fruits, pp» 493> i 
1798. This book is written se en 
theoretical and prastical knowledge, ao 
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the feventh chapter in particular, which 
treats of the laws and fources of vegeta- 
tion, does infinite credit to the attentive 
and jearned author, who has furnifhed his 
countrymen with the firfi elefical produc- 
tion on this alluring and profitable fubject. 
ARTS AND MANUFACTURES. 

We have been agreeably furprifed with 
the appearance of a work which, at the 
prefent period fo unfavourable to the 
Mules, not cnly confers great honour on 
the editor, but which likewile will be a 
Jatting monument of the national tafte 
and public tpirit of the Germans. We 
allude to the * Reprefentaiions and bifto- 
vical Deferiptions of the Tafte of the prin- 
cipal Nations,’ by J. F. BARON AT 
Racknitz. Of this admirable publi- 
cation the third number has juft appeared 
at Leipzig; and as each number contains 
about 12 vignettes 2:4 plates printed to- 

ether with the letter-prefs, and a port- 
Folio, in which there are fix coloured 
plates reprefenting ornamented walls, and 
fix other plates exhibiting articles of 
houfhold furniture, in royal folio, be- 
fides the text, from 100 to 150 pages, 
quarto, the price of each number is 
EigHt Guineas!! Notwithftanding 
this extravagant price, the noble editor 
has, however, brought this extraordinary 
work yery near its termination, as the 
fourth number will conclude the whole. 
In the firlt he has given an animated re- 
refentation and defcription of the 4ra- 
beh tafte; in the fecond, we fnd a de- 
lineation of the Greek, Old German, 
New Perfian, Eugifb, the French gro- 
te/que, and the tafte of the inhabitants of 
Otaheite ; in the third number we again 
meet with the Greek taite, in the times 
when it began to degenerate; alfo 
with the tale of the Mocrs, the Turks, 
the ancient French, the inhabitants of 
Kamtjchatka, and thofe of Mexico. ‘The 
fourth and lat number wiil probabl 
furnifh us with {pecimens of tafte from 
China, Spain, and cther countries not 
yet defcribed. It muft, without hep- 
tation, be allowed that the engravings, 
zs well as the mode of colouring them, 
are infinitely fuperior to every thing 
hitherto produced by German artitts. 
© The ColieGian of ufrfid Effays, and Ac- 
counts relative to Architeciure,”” publithed 
by feveral members of the Royal Pruiiian 
Suprgme Department in Affairs of Ar. 
chitelure, vol. i.1798, with plates, de- 
ferves honourable mention in ovr Re- 
trofpect, as it contains no oth-r than 
practical and highly uleful information, 
particularly to the beginner in the ftudy 
of this elegant art, for whom it is chicly 
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and avowedly defigned. « The Techno. 
logical Orbis piftus,” by P.H.C. Bron 
HAGEN, of Hamburgy is a periodical 
work in quarto numbers; the firt and 
fecond of which, befides a very claborate 
and appropriate introduétion, contain ac. 
curate deicriptions of a paper-manufac. 
tory, and of the proceis of refining fugars 
which are illuftrated with fix plates. Ip 
fimilar numbers the ingeniows author 
propoies to give a popular and iatisfaory 
account of every trade and manufa&o 
carried on in Europe. Another work of 
a fimilar, though more of an elementary 
nature, is the ** Sy/lematic View of Ma- 
nufaciortes,’’ (and the materials ot which 
they make ufe) by J. F. A. Gorruine, 
Proteffor at Jena, pp. 45, 8vo. This is 
only the outline of a plan, according to 
which the learned proteffor, who is well 
known in this country by his excelleyt 
chemical tefts, intends to publifh a com- 
plete ‘¢ Manual of Technology,” if the 
prefent fketch fhould meet with the ap- 
probation of the public. We are full 
convinced Mr. G. is perfeétly qualifie 
for this arduous tafk, and that his pro- 
mifed compendium will be gratefully re-_ 
ceived, not onfy in Germany, but in 
other countries «i Europe, where a fytte- 
matic and elementary work of this kind 
is much wanting. ** The New Painter's 
Lexicon,” tor obtaining a more accurate 
knowledge of good old and new pictures, 
by L. v. Winkelman, &c. is offered to 
the public, in a fecond edition, as the 
moft complete artifts’ dictionary; but 
juftice obliges us to fay that, though it 
may centain fome of the more modern 
pictures not to be found in fimilar works, 
yet it is vaftly inferior to“ Fusstt’s Leai- 
con of Artifts,” in the number of articles, 
as well as in point of found criticifm, cor- 
re&t information, and good arrangement. 
COMMERCE. at 
It is a fpecies of pleafure to a difap- 
pointed reviewer, when, after having be- 
ftowed much time on a variety of worth- 
le(s or at leaft indifferent peepee 
hé meets with one poffefling truly clafhica 
merit, and of which he is enabled to 
give a favourable account, Such is the 
cafe with the work intitled, ‘ Supple- 
mentary Information to the Theoretsco- 


pradiical View of Commerce in its various 


Branches,” by J. G. Buscu, (Profefior — 
at Hamburg) vol. i. pp. xiv. and 296, 
This volume will be accompanied by 
another which will complete the work 1 
we here meet with a new fpecimen of the 
venerabje anthor’s profound knowledge 
of trade in all its ramifications, the wp- 
common attention ke has beltowed tong 


ong 
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long feries of years on all commercial 
fubjects, and the inimitable tranknefs 
with which he carries his point in rea- 
foning on matters of the firit importance 
to the ftate and the individual citizen. 


.?? 


« The Commercial Academy;” being a 
manual calculated for the ufe of young 
tradeimen of every defcription; by C.C. 
ILLING, in two imall volumes 8vo. As 
this is a mere compilation from other 
works on this divertified fubje&t, and as 
the author, though generally accurate, 
has fometimes committed errors, even in 
fpelling technical words—a circumftance 
not a little derogatory from an elementary 
book—we cannot {peak in very com- 
mendatory terms of his labours: yet, 
upon the whole, it is ene of thofe pub- 
lications which, if placed in proper 
hands, may be read and uled with ad- 
vantage. 
DIVINITY. 

With refpect to the prefent ftate of 
theology in Germany, we have already 
delivered our opinion in the former Re- 
tro{fpect ; and we have now only to add, 
that trom the nature of the fubfequent 
works, the reader will be &ill more fully 
fatished with the fentiments we have be- 
fore exprefled. ‘“* The Critique of the 
Chriftian Revelation, or the only poffible 
Point of View in which Revelation can be 
conjidered,”” pp. xvi. and 458. 8vo. 1798, 
is a new, ingenious, and bold attempt to 
prove, ‘* that there is a pure original 
iiea of revelation in the human mind; 
that there is a pure original claim of man 
to the exiftence of a revelation ; and that 
there is a pure original belief of revela- 
tion which precedes that claim: thus the 
author endeavours to jultify @ priori the 
belicf in myiteries and miracles. His 
arguments, however, are more {pecious 
than convincing. ‘* Commentarius criti- 
¢us in textum Grecum Novi Teftamenti. 
Particula 1.’ pp. 168. 8vo. 1798, auc- 
tore I. I. GrresBacu, is a valuable 
commentary on the firft twenty chapters 
of the gofpel of Matthew. It is written 
in elegant language, and well delerves to 
be read by the fiudent in divinity who 
wifhes to acquire a more correct know- 
ledge of what are called the facred writ- 
ings. * The Chrijlian Profeffor of Re- 
ligion, in his mdyal Exiftence and Actions ;” 
a book of inftruction for the moral defti- 
nation of a chriftian teacher in churches 
and {chools, relative fo his private life as 
well as his official duties, by F. H.C. 
SCHWARZ, vol. i, pp. xxxil., and 350. 
8Vo. 1798, The title is fufficiently ex- 


preflive of the defign of this work j and 
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we thali only remark, that it well de- 
ferves a careful perulal of the divines of 
this country, particularly by thoie /ixe 
cure gentlemen who, altogether againit 
the intention of their humble Matter, 
coniume the fruits of the land, without 
lending any afliftance to cultivate the 
vineyard of the Lord.  Infruéions, 
togethir with Queftions direfed to Chil- 
dren; adapted to the whole year, by J. 
Laupsr, D. D. &c. vol. i. pp. 450. 
Vol. ii. pp. 580. 8vo. This is another 
{pecimen of the accommodating fpirit of 
the times, to facilitate or rather prevent 
the trouble of reflecting, when young 
preachers, for want of talent or euiition 
are unable to compote their own fermons. 
In fhort, this {pecies of traffic deferves 
fevere annnadverfion ; although the Ger- 
mans have not yet arrived at that degree 
of refinement in the fale and circulation 
of fermons, which is now pretty common 
in this country, to hawk about what are 
called manujcript fermons; that is, dil- 
courtes printed with writing-types, and 
{titched up in blue paper, at 1s. per 
piece, or 10s. 6d. perdozen!!! The lait 
article we fhall mention in the lift of 
fermons, is rather a phenomenon upon 
the eccilefiaftical horizon, and as fuch is 
intitled to particular notice: ‘* Sermons 
delivered on fome Sundays and Holidays of 
the Year, chiefly on the Text of the cor- 
re[ponding Gofpels,’” by a Roman Catholic 
Curate, 8vo. pp. 148. Theie difcourtes 
may with juftice be called ¢ contributions 
towards religious improvement,” (illa- 
mination) as the author expreiles him- 
felf in the title-page; for they abound 
with excellent remarks: the exegetis 
contained in them is generally correct 5 
and the author every where proves himielf 
an enlightened, convincing, and popular 
orator. Before we conclude this depart- 
ment, we think it our duty to announce 
a very fuccefsful tranflation of “ The 
Book of Foo’ into German rhyme, by 
S. wa PaPeE, and accompanied with 2 
preface by the Aulic Coumiellor Ei CH- 
HORN, Pp. XXil. and 114. 8¥0o. ‘This is 
the firit attempt ever made to tranilate 
Hebrew poetry into German vere; and, 
confidering the difficulties connected wirh 
fo arduous: an undertaking, the prelent 
verfion has far exceeded our expectations, 
and may, with very tew exceptions rela- 
tive to the harmony and itrucsure ot the 
verfes, be ranked among the claifical pro- 
ductions of the German mutes, 
JURISPRUDENCE. 
As the laws of tveaion are hitherto 


rather indefinite, many queltions have 
been 
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been ftarted on this fubje& by various 
eminent lawyers in Germany; and we 
meet particularly with two effays, which, 
on account of the philofophic and per- 
{picuous mode of reafoning difplayed in 
‘them, deferve to be attentively fead by 
every political obferver. The firft is 
$¢ A Philofopkico-juridical Inquiry into the 
Nature of the Crime called High-Treafon,” 
by Dr. P. J. A. FEVERBACH, 8vo. 
pp- 86. 1798. And the other treatife on 
the fame fubje& is inferted in the “* Ma- 
gaztie (Archiv) for Criminal Laz,” 
edited by Dr. J. F. Kuein, and G. A. 
KLEINSCHROD, Aulic Counfellor and 
Proteflor of Law at Wiirzberg, who is 
likewife the author of this valuable. 
treatife. Both writers agree, that to be- 
tray the country is high-treafon ; ** but 
the mere refiftance of fubje@s, although it 
foould be accompanied with a&s of vio- 
dence, cannot be called bigh-treafon.’ (If 
this be not acknowledged as a fufficient 
{pecimen of the liberty of the prefs in 
Germauy, we hefitate to make any tur- 
ther comparifon with our own). In the 
branch of Criminal Jurifprudence we find 
the Germans more bufily employed than 
in any other: to confirm this affertion, 
we fhall make the reader acquainted with 
the three iollowing works, cach of which 
has its peculiar merit. ‘* Principia juris 
criminals Germanie communis,” auctore 
G. J. F. Meister, Confil. reg. aul. 
Jur. Dott. and Prof. “ E£ditio trtia 
multum emendata,”’ pp. 436. 8vo. 1798: 
together with the Criminal Code of 
Charles V. (in German) pp. 136. 8vo. 
sé Ejjays relative to Criminal Law end 
Criminal Proceedings,’ by G. A. Kurin- 
SCHROD, &c. vol. i. pp. 344. 8vo.; and 
© Contributions towards improving the 
Criminal Law,” by F.E.C. MEREAU, 
pp. 292- 8vo. with a table. In other 
departments of Jurifprudence the Ger- 
mans are pot leis affiduoufly employed, 
which will be evident from the Jift of the 
es excellent works we have pur- 
pofely felected; viz. * Outlines of Ju- 
ri/prudence, cr what is properly called the 
Law of Nature,’ by H. Stepsant, 
pp- 144- 8vo. £* Outlines of the Law of 
Society,” Part II. by the fame author. 
pp- 88. 8vo. ** Remarks on Kant’s me- 
taphyfical Elements of uriftrudeyce,” 
pp- 125. 8vo. by the fame author. “ The 
Law of Nature developed from the Iiea 
of Right,” of J.C. HorrBaver, Doc- 
tor and Prof. of Phil. of Halle; fecond 
edition, enlarged and improved, pp. 379. 
Bvo. 1798. * Inquiries into the moff im- 


Nature,’’ by the fame author, pp. 248. 
8vo. The General Law of yg 
Part I. together with occafional remarks 
on Kant’s metaphytical Elements of Ju. 
ri{prudence, particularly his private Law, 
tending to illuftrate and inveftigate thefe 
fubje&ts, »Y the fame author, pp. 318, 
Svo. ‘* The pure Law of Nature,” by 
T. SCHMALZ, Dr. and Prof. of Law at 
Koeingfberg , fecond edition enlarged, 
pp- 114. 8vo. The natural Law of 
States,” pp, 132. 8vo. by the fame au- 
thor. The natural Law cf Families,” 
RP. 30. 8vo. bythe fame author. ** The 

atural Eccliaftical Law," pp. §6. 8vo, 
by the fame author. Mr. SCHMALZ is 
one of the principal and lateft labourers 
in this ufeful branch of {cience: the plain 
and perfpicuous mode ef writing which 
characterifes all his produétions; the 
manifold new views he affords to the 
ftudent of law, and the original remarks 
interf{perfed throughout his writings, 
have defervedly eltablifhed his character 
as one of the: claflical law-writers of Ger- 
many. ‘¢ The Principles of the Prufficn 
Law of Towns and Citizens,” by R. F. 
TERLINDEN, pp. 239. 8vo. is a well- 
arranged compilation of whatever relates 
to the interefts of the town and the citi- 
zen in the Pruffian dominions. ‘* On 
the Influence of the Stoic Sect of Philofophers 
on the Furifprudence of Kome :** a philoto- 
phico-juridical treatife, by J. A. Ort- 
LOFF, pp. 120. 8vo. Jn this valuable 
differtation the author difplays much 
learning and critical fagacity: in the re- 
fult of his inquiry we cannot, however, 
agree with him, that the influence of the 
Stoics on the legiflation of Rome has 
been fo confiderable as was formerly, 
though erroneoufly believed. 

MEDICINE AND SURGERY. 

Among the popular works, which on 
account of their fuperior manner of treat- 
ing medical fubjects, have been lately 
tranflated into the Englifh language, we 
meet with a fecond edition, much enlarged, 
of “ Dr. C. W. Hurerann’s 4rt of 
prolonging Human Life; Part I. pp: 335, 
Part II. pp. 448, and xxx. 8vo. with a 
beautiful plate, 1798. The mot important 
improvements made in this new edition are 
contained in the fecond or practical put 
of the work. Tp the means of fhorten- 
ing life, in the fcétion entitled, * Intem- 
perance in Eating and Drinking, Mr, 
HuFELAND has judicioufly added the ue 
of fpirituous liquors, which are aliquid fire 
tothe body, and in fo dreadful a mr 
ner blunt the phyfical and moral fente o 


portant Subjects relative to the Law of man, thatat length they reduce him to the 
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jevel with infenfible brutes: ‘¢ A ftate,” 
fays the learned author, ‘* in which the 
vice of intoxication becomes general, mutt 
nece(larily approach to its ruin; for in- 
duftry, virtue, humanity, temperance, and 
moral feelings, qualities without which no 
ftate can fubitt, are thus completely ba- 
nifhed. Hiftory informs us, that the pe- 
riod of intruducing {pirituous Jiquors 
among barbarous nations, was likewile: 
the time from which their lives began to 
be fhortened, and their vigorous bodily 
conttitution reduced, fo that this tafcinat- 
img prefent had a greater effect in fubdu- 
ing them to the Europeans, than even gun- 
owder and cannon.”’ Who can fora 
moment hefitate to iubfcribe this juft and 

rtinent remark? “* The Medico Pracii- 
cal Manual, founded on Brunonian priici- 
ples and experience,” by Dr. M. A. WE1- 
KARD, &c. in three parts, together up- 
wards of 100 pages, iecond editionsmuch 
enlarged, 1798, is one of thole eccentric 
productions which either a violent ipirit 
of innovation, orother motives of dilap- 
pointment now and then are apt to gene- 
rate in different climates. And as our 
medical readers are well acquainted with 
the merits and demerits of Browa's fingu- 
lar tenets in medicine, we think it fuper- 
fluous here to enjarge upon the fubject. 
“ The Treatife on the Ven-real Difeafe,” 
by Dr. C. Gir TANNir, &c, third edi- 
tion, thoroughly improved and much en- 
larged, vol. i. pp. xvi. and 407, is a work 
winch on account of the erudition it con- 
tains, the excellent and polifhed ftyle in 
which it is written, and the correét and 
beautiful letter-preis, does infinite credit 
toits author. We mutt only add, that 
the other two volumes, which contain 2 
critical retrofpeét of all the ancient and 
modern writers on this diieafe, have not 
been reprinted, but annexed from a former 
edition to fupply the prefent> ** THe 
Journal for the Intere/ts of Surgery, Mid- 
cvifery, and Medical Furifprudence,” by 
J.C. Lover, is a new periodical work 
of which nearly two volumes are now 
publithed ; it is well fupported with the 
noft interefting intelligence, by the mott 
eminent furgecns of Germany, whom 
Mr. Beny. BELL, of Edinburgh, has li- 
berally joined, and is without exception 
the moft uieful repofitory of the kind on 
the Continent. Another work of a fi- 
milar nature, and equal merit in the 
branches it profetics, is, «¢ The New Ma- 
Sarane (Archiv), jor improviag Mid- 
wifery, and the Treatment of Difeafes of 
Women and Children, with conflant refe- 
rence to Phyfolovy, Dietetics and Surgery,” 
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vol. i, eb pirr ry by J.C. Starck, 
doctor and proteflor of medicine, at Jena. 
the learned editor formerly publithed, 
* The Archiv for Midwitery,” begun in 
1487, and concluded with the fixth yo. 
Pris Genet one aa 
neh, German, and Italian prastition. 
ers in inidwitery, he was prevailed upon 
to commence a new feries of a more ex- 
tentive work which is by no means inferior 
to the tormer, either in point of variety, 
or truly praétical information, “*]. ARNE} 
MANN’S, Dr, and Prof. of Med. at Gét- 
tingen, Pradfical Materia Medica,” third 
edition improved and enlarged, pp. sgo, 
8vo. 1798. Upon comparing this witle 
the third edition, which appeared in 17955 
we do not find any material improvements, 
although the author might have reétified 
many little inaccuracies which difgrace 
his excellent work, particularly in the 
chemical part of it, where his ideas do 
not appear to be altogether correct. Of 
new medical remedies we could difcoyer 
only two, which he has here added, viz. 
the Carex arenaria and the Calx antimorii 
fulphurata, “°C. S. ANDERSCH, Trac- 
tatio arxatomt-a phyfologica de nervis hu- 
maint corports aliguibus, quam edidit E. P. 
ANDERSCH, Pars altera. 8vo. pp. 187. 
In this claflical treatile, the author with 
great aocuracy defcribes particularly thofe 
nerves which mave the mulcles of the left 
fide of the heart, and minutely points out 
the different nervous threads, as they pro- 
ceed from different trunks on the neck, 
while he puriues their courfe and ramifi- 
cation with a matterly hand. Befides 
thefe, he treats of various other nerves, 
the origin and ufes of which are {tll pro- 
blematical. ‘* The Dofrine of Melicat 
Remedies, or Materia Medica of the Mi- 
nercl Kingdom, comprehending the crude, 
prepared, and compound Medicines,” by 
J. C. Tope, do@or and profeflor of me- 
dicine at Copenhagen, Part. I. 8vo. pp. 
431. The learned and experienced au- 
thor of this work has communicated to us 
here whatever is valuable and interefting 
in this effential branch of medicine, while 
he has accompanied every article with his 
own original remarks, cautions and ob- 
fervaticns : we fincerely with a { needy 
continuation of this ufeful book. O “C, 
W. HureLanp’s “ Journal for im- 
proving the Prattice 0 Medicine 09 ; " 
gery,” we have feen the lait number o 


ave reafon 
h volume. The Germans have reat 
Z peepee” of a periodical work, which 
‘s not only fupported by the principal 
phyficians and furgeons oe a a 
ich Li es th 
country, but which likewile agg oo 
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medical reader with every piece of ufeful 


intelligence, as far as the practice of medi- 
‘cine is concerned, from whatever quarter 
of Europe it may be derived. Of the 
“¢ Mifcellaneous Chirurgico-pradtical Cau- 
tions, for beginning Pradtitoners in Sur- 
gery,” by J. C. JaGeR, of Frankiort, 
the fifth volume has lately appeared, and 
contains, like its predeceflors, many ex- 
cellent practical hints and remarks. ** The 
Syfiem of Diet for Young People, particularly 
tke Studious,’’ by an anonymous author, 
is one of thofe mercantile or manufactur- 
ing fpeculations, which have a direct ten- 
dency to increafe the price of paper and 

rinting materials, but not to enlighten 
the head of the reader. 

We conclude this department with an 
account of an effay which deferves fome 
notice, as it is written on a fubje&t which 
of late years has been unaccountably ne- 
gleSted: ** What Advantages has the mo- 
dern Pra@ice of Medicine derived from the 
Exertions of jome Naturalifis and Phyf- 
cians, for Half a Century pajt, with refped 
to the proper application of Eleéiricity in Dif- 
eafes?** by P. Maximus IMHoF, pro- 
teilor at Munchen, pp. 79, 4to. ‘The 
ingenious author furnifhes us here with a 
concife and fatisfactory hiftory of the pro- 
grefs of electricity in different countries; 
he begins with the year 1742, when elec- 
hyd was firft ufed as a medical remedy, 
amd {pherical glafles were fubftituted for 
cylinders. Among the principal promoters 
of this ftudy, he mentions the names of 


Gordon, KRUGER, KRATZENSTEIN, 


QUELMALZ, NOLLET, JALLABERT, 
SAUVAGES, SCHAFFER, DOPPELMAYR, 
RICHMANN,DE HAEN, LINN ZeUS,ZET- 
‘ZELL, DE La FOND, FRANKLIN, Lovu- 
VET, WESLEY, CAVALLO, BERTHO- 
LON, &c. 

MISCELLANIES. 

As the number of books on mifcella- 
neous fubje&ts is comparatively greater 
than in any determined branch of Icience, 
‘and-as our retrofpeét has already been ex- 
tended to a confiderable length, we find 
ourlelves under the necefhity of abridging 
‘the account even of the beft books here- 
@ter to be mentioned, and of excluding 
all fuch as are of inferior merit.—** Moral 
Pictures,” by A. HENNINGS, vol. 1. 8vo,. 


‘pp. 321. 1798, is a well written collec- 


tion of Efflays, in which the fpirit of hu- 
manity, wildom of life, and a noble fim- 
plicity throughout prevail.—** The Nea 
Contributions towards improving the know- 
edge of mankind in general, and the trac- 
tical knowledge of the mind in particular ;” 
by C. F. PockELs, pp. xxviii, aud 212, 
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8vo. 1798, contain fome good and enter. 
taining ftories, although we rather doubt 
whether the fcience of ¢ Pfychelogy’ will de 
rive any veal advantage from fuch a 
mifcuous and ill-digelted collections. 
“¢ Short Fffays on diferent Subjects, by 
E. F. RLein, pp. 332, 8vo. Virtue 
juftice, and civic profperity are the chief 
objects of thefe concile and elegant trea. 
tifes.—** The Critique of Humanity,” 8yo, 
pp. 254, by an anonymous author, is a 
fingular production which aims at deter. 
mining the degree of mental cultivation 
and urbanity among different nations, 
The idea is originally a good one, but 
we are forry to fay that the execution of 
it falls fhort of the moit moderate expeéta- 
tions.—“ The Llementcry Code of Lary 
Jor all Men;” by C. SommeERs, 8yo. 
pp. 96. 1798, isa {pecies of a moral cate- 
chifm, in which the principal doétrines 
relatgve to the deftination, the different 
duties, as well as to the liberty, and equa- 
lity of man, are laid down ina popular 
and inftruétive manner.—The * Secret 
Memoirs from the Lives of fome of the mof 
notorious Ufurers, Money-lenders, Procu- 
vers, Bankrupts, Seindlers, and Seducers 
of Youth in the projent Times,” pp. 82, 
8vo. 1798. Although the utility of ex- 
poling vice to public deteftation cannot be 
doubted, yet works of this kind, if net 
critically and cautioufly executed, with 
regard to their moral tendency, ought ra- 
ther to be fupprefled than propagated ; as 
otherwife they will be read with the fame 
avidity and attended with fimilar confe- 
quences, as our * Seflion Papers’ or 
‘ Newgate-Kalendars’, which: certainly 
do mote harm than good among the lower 
claffes of readers—The “* Contributions 
towards the Improvement of Mankind, cdl. 
lected from the Inftitute of Educaticn near 
Copenhagen ;” by C. J. Re CHRISTIAN, 
&e. of which two volumes 8vo. are now 
cenipleted, well deferve the ferious peru- 
fal of every enlightened mind, particu- 
larly thofe who are anxious to acguire a 
more accurate information refpecting the 
laws, manners, and cuftoms of Den- 
mark.—'Fhe ‘. Magazine for Philology 
and Education (or * The Humaniftic Ma- 
gaxine’) edited by F. A. WIEDEBURG, 
ot which fix volumes are now publithed, 
is carried on with the fame degree of trict 
feleStion and claffical erudition, which 
charaéterifes every number of this inte 
reiting publication.—The Complete 
Extrad jirsm Funke’s Natural Hifory and 
Technolory,” calculated for the ute of 
thoie amateurs who cannot afford to pur 
chale the larger work, and for the ufe of 
teachers 
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teachers in the inferior town and country- 
{chools, pp- 958, 8vo. is one of the moft 
ufeful and correét guides in that branch 
of {ciences; and we ferioufly recommend a 
fpecdy tranflation of this much-efteemed 
{chuol-book into the Englith language. 
—— 
For the Monthly Magazine. 


On THE LEGATION OF MOSEs. 


Mofheim in his Ecclefiaftical Hiftory (voi. ii. 
. 160.) informs us that Johannes Iflebius 
Agricola, about the year 1538, took occa- 
fion to dec!aim againft the Jaw, maintain- 
ing that it was neither fit to be propefed 
to the people as a rule of manners, nor to 
be ufed in the church as a mean of inftruce 
tion; but that she go/pe/ alone was to be 
inculcated and explained, both in the 
churches and in the fchools of learning. 
The followers of Agricola, he adds, were 
called Antimonians, i. e. enemies of the 
law. As feveral phenomena of Britith li- 
terature feem to forbode an extenfion of 
this fet, it may be interefting to fuch as 
Cultivate theolegy to know in what man- 
er thofe perfons have attempted to ac- 
count for the rife of the Jewith religion, who 
deny its claim to a miraculous origin. Un- 
fatisfattory as the hypothefis contained in 
the following pages may appear, it derives 
Claim to attention from the celebrity of its 
gteat author, F. Scuitzer, profeflor of 
hiftory in the wniverfity of Jena, and the 
moft impreflive of the German tragedians. 
Ufe has avowedly been made in it of a dif- 
fertation by B. Decius, ‘* Ueber die alteften 
Hebraifcben Myferien. 


Ste. foundation of the Jewith ftate by 
Mofes is one of the moft remark- 
able events on record: important by the 
ftrength of mind difplayed in the atchieve- 
ment, ftill more important by its yet- 
enduring confequences to fociety. Two 
religions, which prevail over the greater 
put ot the inhabited earth, Chrittianity 
and Iilamifm, lean upon the religion of the 
Jews: without it neither could have been 
what they are. 

In a certain fenfe may be afcribed to the 
Mofaic inftitutions much of the information 
in which we now rejoice: by their means 
an important truth, which reafon left to 
iticlt, would very flowly have evolved, 
the doétrine of the unity of God, which 
was imprefled on the people and pre- 
ferved among them as an object of 
blind faith, until it could be matured in 
the heads of the wifer to a rational idea. 
Thus a great part of the human race 
efcaped the errors of polytheifm, and the 
tiebrew conftitution obtained this exclu- 
five advantage that the religion of the 
wee and of the vulgar were not in direct 
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oppofition, as was the cafe among the 
heathens. 

Viewed from this ftation, the Hebrews 
cannot but appear a people important in 
hittory, worthy to be reicued by the true 
philotopher from the contempt with which 
witlings, and from the difguiting reverence 
with which fuperftitionifts have regarded 
them. 

The Hebrews formed, as is well known, 
a fingle nomade family of no more than 
feventy perfons on their arrival in Egypt, 
where they became a people. During a 
period of about 400 year's which they pafs- 
ed in this country, they multiplied nearly 
to 2,000,000, and could mutter 600,000 
fighting men on their expulfion, During 
this long fojourn, they lived feparated 
from the Egyptians, not by dwelling- 
place merely, but by their nomade mane 
ners, which rendered them objects of aver 
fion to the native inhabitants, and excluded 
them trom civil rights. Their internal 
government was carried on after the man- 
ner of paftoral nations; a family obeyed 
the father; a tribe the hereditary tribe- 
prince: and thus they formed a ftate 
within the ftate, which at length by ite 
enormous increafe excited the jealoufy of 
the Egyptian kings. 

A peculiar population in the heart of 
the kingdo.:, idle from its nomade way of 
life, hanging to each other, but having 
no common intereft with the ftate, might 
well become dangerous in cafe of foreign 
invafion, or become inclined to feize tor 
finifter purpofes any opportunity of tem- 
porary internal weaknels of which it was 
{peétator. Policy therefore required that 
it fhould be obferved, be occupied, and if 
poflible be reduced in number. Hard 
labours were with this view afligned to 
the Hebrews: and, the fecrct of their 
poffible utility once difcovered, interett 
tailed not to contrive new talks. By de- 
grees they were reduced from free work- 
men to vaflals, from vaffals to flaves ; 
and overfeers were appointed to belabour 
and to mifufe them. This barbarous 
treatment {till did not prevent their in- 
creafe. A found policy therefore would 
have been intent on incorporating them 
isto the national fyftem, by diftributing 
them among the other inhabitants, and 
conceding to them equal rights. This 
the public prejudices refitted 5 for the 
Egyptians held them in abomination, and 
their abhorrence derived new force from 
the inconvenient confequences it inflicted. 
When the king of the Egyptians ceded to 
the family of Jacob the land ot Gothen, 


on the eait-fide of the lower Nile, he little 
4A reckoned 
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teckoned on a pofterity of two millions. 
The province, therefore, was not very 
extenfive, and the gift was generous 
enough if he looked forward only to a 
hundredth part of this multiplication. Now 
4s the dwelling-place of the Hebrews 
could not coexpand with their numbers, 
each generation would be more and more 
comprefled, until their health came to be 
injured by the accumulation. A natural 
confequence was, great uncleannefs and 
contagious diftempers: and thus was 
town the feed of a diftafe which down to 
our own times has been almoft peculiar 
to this nation, and which appears then 
to have raged with baleful fury. The 
moft difguiting plague of thofe climates, 
the leprofy, broke out among them, and 
enerated an hereditary predifpofition. 
‘The univerfality of this foul difeafe may 
be eftimated by the numerous prefcrip- 
tions and precautions of their law-giver, 
and by the concurring teftimony of Dio- 
dorus, of Sicily, of Tacitus, of Lyfima- 
chus, of Strabo, and of others, who feem 
to know the Jewith nation chiefly by this 
endemical malady ; fo itrong was the im- 
reffion it had left on the minds of the 
Sevens. This misfortune became a 
new pretence for oppreffion. Men, who 
at firft were defpifed as fhepherds, and 
neglected as ftrangers, were at length 
fhunned as contagious and abominable. 
"To the fear and ill-will with which they 
had always been furveyed in Egypt, was 
now fuperadded difguft and repulfive 
fcorn. ‘Toward men, whom the anger of 
the gods had fo offenfively branded, every 
breach of kindnefs was thought allowable, 
and they were deprived, without fcruple, 
of the moft facred rights of humanity. 
No wonder that barbarity toward them 
zugmented, as its confequences became 
more apparent, and that they were pu- 
nifhed by their oppreffors for the very re- 
fult of their ill-uiage. 

The ignorant policy of the Egyptians 
knew no remedy for one fault, but to 
commit a greater. Finding that all this 
oppreflion did not keep under the progre{s 
ot population, they hat upen the no lets 
inhuman, than niiferable expedient, of or- 
dering the male children to be deitroyed 
by the midwives. But thanks to the 
better part of human nature, defpots are 
not always obeyed when they command 
inhumanities. The midwives of Egypt 
heeded not this unnatural command ; and 
the government could only effe& its un- 
juit ends by violent means. Commiifioned 

murderers vilited, by royal order, the 
dwellings of the Heodrews, and flew in 
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= cradle all the males.* In this way the 
gypuian government muft finally have 
attained its end: and, had no faviour’ 
ftarted up, muft, in a few 
have extinguifhed the Jewith people, 
Whence was this deliverer to proceed ?° 
Improbably from among the Egyptians ; 
how fhould one of thefe take part with . 
ftrange nation, whofe language he was 
unfit to comprehend, and unlikely to 
ftudy, and whom he was taught to con- 
fider as no lefs incapable than unworth 
of a better condition. Improbably from 
among themielves: for the yoke of the 
Egyptians had degraded the Hebrews into 
the rudeft and worft of nations, wildered 
by three hundred years of negle&, cowed 
by as long a fervitude, ‘irritated by 
abufe, degraded in their own cyes by a 
naufeous hereditary’ infamy, enervated 
and crippled to every heroic refolution, 
and, by a long continued torpor, almoft 
degenerated to brutality. From a race {fo 
abandoned, how fhould one free fpirit, 
one informed mind, a fingle hero, ora 
fingle ftatefman, originate? Where could 
the man be found amid them, able to in- 
fpire with confidence fo fubmiffive a horde, 
and to teach fo ignorant and rude a band 
the means of effeétual refiftance to its re- 
fined and inftruéted oppreffors. As little 
could fuch a man be looked for amorg the 
Hebrews of thole days, as a brave heroic 


{fpirit among the outcaft Parias of th: 


Hindoos now. 

But the mighty hand of Providence, 
which knows how to unravel the mot 
complex knot by the fimpleft means—not 
of that providence, which, by the violent 
weapon of miracles, interrupts the eco- 
nomy of nature, but of that providence 
which has prefcribed to nature an eco- 
nomy that effects by an orderly procels 
extraordinary things— was to interfere 
and to fave ; was to felect a Hebrew, that 
he might obtain the confidence of his 
countrymen; and to «ducate him among 
Egyptians, that he might acquire the 
courage and the wiidom effential to his 
fuccefs. 

A Hebrew mother, of the tribe of Le- 
vi, had for three months concealed her 
infant from the murderers: at length, @ 
defpair of finding a further afylum, her 
inventive tenderneis fuggefted a centrv- 
ance. Ina box, or boat of papyrus, I 
cured by pitch from the penetration & 








* A parallei fa occurs inthe hiftory o the 
Charaibs. See a pamphlet, entitled a 
Account of the Black Char aibs in the Ijland of X- 
Vincent's.” Sewsll, 1795. London. she 
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the waters, fhe expofed her child in the 

lace where the daughter of Pharaoh was 
wont to bathe. The child’s ffter had or- 
ders to conceal this ark amid the fari- 
rufhes, near which the royal maid was 
topafs; and to lie in wait hard by, 

ewatching the, event. 
Pharaoh foon perceived the infant, and as 
the boy pleated her, the refolved to fave 
hm. The filter now ventured to ap- 
proach, and offered to fetch a Hebrew 
nurfe, which was aflented to. The mo- 
ther thus obtained her child a fecond 
time, and might, without danger, pub- 
licly endeavour to rear him. In this con- 
dition he learned the language of his owa 
people, and became acquainted with their 
manners, while the lips of his mother, 
no doubt, impreffed on his tender foul 
an affecting image of their univerfal mi- 
fery. When he had attained the age. to 
need nodonger a mother’s care, he was 
refigned to the princefs, and to her was 
abandoned his future fortunes. The 
daughter of Pharaoh adopted him,and gave 
him the name Moses. And thus this 
lad of fervile birth became partaker of the 
fame advantages of education as the chil- 
dren of Egyptian kings. The priefts, to 
whofe catt he belonged from the moment 
of his adeption into the royal family, now 
undertook his education, and inftructed 
him in all the wifdom of the Egyptians, 
which was the exclufive patrimony of 
theirorder. It is even probable that they 
concealed from him none of their fecrets, 
fince a paflage of the Egyptian hiftorian, 
Manetho, -in which he calls Mofes an 
apoitate from the Egyptian religion, and 
a fugitive prieit from Heliopolis, gives 
room to fuipec& that he was intended for 
the prieftly office. 

In order to underftand what Mofes may 
have acquired in this {chool, and what 
influence his education probably had on 
his legiffation, a clofer examination will 
be neceffary of what antient writers have 
preferved concerning the inftitutions aud 
doctrines of the Egyptians. Vhe hiftorian 

hilo lays: * Motes had been initiated 
by the Egyptian priefts into the philoto- 
pay of fymbols and hieroglyphs, as well 
48 into the ritual of the holy animals.” 
Others confirm this opinion: and, if a 
lurvey be-taken of what are called Egyp- 
‘tan myfteries, they will be found very 
analogous with what Mofes did and com- 

manded, 

II. The religion of antient nations had, 
as 1s well known, very early aifumed the 
form of a fuperititious polytheifm; and, 
¢ven in thofe tamilies which the Nebrew 
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writings defcribe as worthipping the true 
God, the ideas of the fupreme Bein 
were neither pure nor noble, and far from 
being founded on clear and rational ine 
fight. But, as foon as the better conftt- 
tution of civil fociety, and the feparation 
ot ranks had delivered over the care of 
divine things to a peculiar order at lei- 
fure to obierve the phoenomena of nature 
fome progreis was made by reafon towar 
a loftier idea of the firft caufe. The uni- 
verfal connection of all things could not 
but point to a unity of author: and to 
whom was this idea fo likely firft to occur 
as toa prieft? As Egypt feems to be the 
firft cultivated country known to hiftory, 
and as the more ancient myfteries appear 
to have originated thence, it is not im- 
probable that the idea of the divine unity 
fhould there firft have prefented itfelf to a 
human brain. The fortunate inventor of 
this foul-exalting conception, Will have 
endeavoured to find about him perfons to 
whom he might intruft the holy treafure, 
and who were capable of handing it down 
(who knows through how many apie 
tions?) until at length it became the pro- 
perty of a little fociety capable of com- 
prehending and of evolving it further. 
But as a certain mafs of knowledge 
and culture of intelleét is requifite to con- 
ceive and to apply the idea of one univer- 
fal God, and as this notion could not but 
lead to a contempt for polytheifm, which 
was, however, the eftablithed religion, it 
was foon perceived or imagined that it 
would be imprudent and dangerous to 
{fpread abroad this opinion indifcrimi- 
nately. Without firlt overthrowing the 
eftablithed divinities, by expofing them 
in their ridiculous nakednefs, no itro- 


‘duction could be hoped for this new doc- 


trine: yet it was impofhible to expect that 
every one to whom the old fuperftition 
might have been rendered contemptible, 
thould be able to elevate his mind to the 

ure, but difficult idea of the truth, Be- 
fides, the civil conftitution was fupported 
by that fuperitition: 1 this tell, the pil- 
lars of focial order were liable to break 
down; and it was doubtful, if the new 
religion would be able to furnifh an ade- 

ate prop. 

"hel had the attempt not fucceeded to 
abolith the old gods, a blind | fanaticifin 
would have been armed againit of inno- 
vators, who would have fallen victims to 
he made fury of the vulgar. It * 
therefore, preferred to make tae new anc” 
he exclufive property of 
f thofe who 
ion of 
min 


dangerous tenth the es 
a fimall and fecret focicty, OF fT : 
had difplayed fusicsent comprenen 


/ 

























































ee eal - 
tue * 
tot ‘ 


— “= ere 
ee gee mes 


*, i) a - r oe 
Fa a een Pe 


e 


a tae 
> 


a 


CO iy as ees ee te PS. 


ee 


> 
" ; . 


-s 
ry. 


a oe os 
a > « . 
a Ais in 











552 


snind to merit reception intoa fecret band, 
where the pure doétrine might be pre- 
ferved in myfterious withdrawment, from 
the eyes of the profane, and only dealt 
out to thofe who were obferved to be ca- 
pable of bearing its Juftre. 

For this purpofe, hieroglyphs were re- 
forted to, which concealed, under fenfible 
fymbols, the adftract doctrine, and were 
interpreted by agreedrules. Ass thefe en- 
lightened men were aware, from their ex- 

erience of the anciest worthip, of the 
influence of the fenfes and of the imagi- 
nation on young duétile minds, they 
made no fcruple of calling in the affift. 
ance of artifice and ceremonial to the ad- 
vantage of truth. They produced the 
new ideas to the mind with an impreflive 
folemnity of parade, and, by rites adapted 
to their purpofe, excited in the minds of 
their pupils an impaffioned ftate of foul 
favourable to the affociation of the new 
creed, with impreffions ftriking to the 
fenfes, Of this natuse wetet he purifica 
tions which the affiftant underwent pre- 
vious to initiation, the wafhing, the 
fprinkling, the inwrapment in furplices 
of linen, the preparatory abftinence from 
fenfual indulgence, the fignificant filence 
calculated to ftimulate curiofity, the ex- 
altation of the fpirits by fong, the inter- 
change of dark and light, and the other 
ritual folemnities. 

Thefe ceremonies, conneéted with fecret 
fymbols and hieroglyphs, which defcribed 
the concealed doétrines, were collectivel 
defignated by the appellation of the Myf- 
teries. ‘Their chiet feat was the temple 
of Ifis and Serapis. ‘They avere the mo- 
del whence afterwards the myfteries of 
Samothrace and Eleufis, and in later 

mes, the orders of free-mafonry have 

been fhapen, It feems indubitable, that 
the fubftance of the oldeft myfteries in 
Heliopolis and Memphis, during their 
incorrupt period, confifted in announcing 
the unity of God, in umafking the popu- 
lar heathenifm, and in revealing the im- 
mortality of the oul. Thofe who became 
partakers of thefe important difcoveries, 
who obtained the iafght of thefe revela- 
tions, called themfelves Epopts, Seers, 
or the Initiated. But this initiation was 
never beftowed fully at once, becaufe it 
was proper gradually to purge the mind 
of many errors by preparatory fteps, be- 
tore it could bear the full blaze of truth, 
for this reafon, grades of initiation were 
contrived; and a complete apocalypfe 
was only made to thofe who had attained 
the intuition of the inner fan@tuary. 


The Epopts acknowledged a fingle fu- 
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preme caufe of all things, an orio; 
energy, the fame with the demicrgte a 
the Greek fages. Nothing can be mor 
fublime than the fimple greatnefs with 
which they fpake of the maker of th 
world. In order mok expreflively to mh, 
dicate him they called him by no name. 
A name, faid they, is merely wanted to 
diftinguifh: he who is ONLY needeth 
no name; for there is no one with whom 
he can be confounded. Under an ancient 
ftatue of Ifis were written the words Iam 
what is: and on a pyramid at Sais I arg 
what is, and was, and will be; no morta, 
has uplifted my veil. No one might enter 
the temple of Serapis who did not wear 
on his breaft or forehead the name Jao or 
Je-ha-ho, a name nearly the fame wit 
the Hebrew Jehoyah, and probably a 
like fignification and origin. No name 
was pronounced in Egypt with more ve- 
neration than this name Jao. “In the 
hymn, which the hierophant fang to the 
afpirants, this was the firft clue given of 
the nature of the deity. He is only, of 
himfelf, and from him are all things. 
An effential preliminary ceremony ta 
every initiation was cireumcifion, to 
which even Pythagoras had to fubmit, 
before his admiffion to the Egyptian 
myfteries, This circumcifion was to de- 
fignate a more intimate fraternity be- 
tween the partakers of it, and a nearer 
relation to the Godhead than was fup- 
pofed to belong to the uncircumcifed. 
With thefe views Mofes -afterwards em- 
ployed it among the Hebrews. 
In the inmoft of the temple various 
holy utenfils were exhibited to the afpi- 
rant which expreffed a hidden meaning, 
Among thefe was a facred box called the 
ark of Serapis, originally perhaps an em- 
blem of hidden wifdom ; but which, af- 
ter the inftitution had degenerated, only 
ferved as a myftery-fhow-box for juggling 
prieftcraft. To carry this ark was a pri- 
vilege of priefthood, who were therefore 
called ciffophoroi. ‘To none but the hiero- 
phant was it allowed to open the lid of 
this box, or even to touch it. Had any 
one the rafhne{s to peep in, he would im- 
mediately become, it was reported, infanee 
In the Egvptian myfteries certain hie- 
roglyphic figures of divinities occurTe 
which were compounded of various ani 
mal forms, The fphinx is a figure 4 
this kind, and is probably emblematic © 
omnipotence, being compounded of Ps, 
tions of the moft powerful of anima’s; 
of the eagle, of the lion, of the bull, 0 
the man. The bull efpecially, or Apiss 
was moft frequently employed as the "ee 
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bol of power, and is called in the more 
ancient dialect cherub. 

Thefe myftic figures, to which only 
the Epopts had a key, gave to the myf- 
teries a fenfual outfide, which impoied 
on the people, and in no {mall degree re- 
fembled the public worfhip. Superftition, 
therefore, derived frefh ftrength from the 
exterior garb of the myfteries; although 
behind the curtain it might be laughed 
at. 

It is, however, very comprehenfible, 
that this pure deifm fhould live in har- 
mony with idolatry; for althoygh it un- 
dermined it from within, from without it 
afforded fupport. This diffonance be- 
tween the religion of the priefts and of 
‘the vulgar was excufable in the founders 
of the myfteries, from the neceflity of the 
cafe, and was of two evils the lefler; as 
there was more probability of conquering 
the mifchiefs arifing from the concealment 
of truth, than of withftanding thofe which 
arife from its premature difclofure. But 
when, by degrees, unworthy members had 
infinuated themfelves into the circle of 
the initiated, &c. the inftitution had loft 
its primitive purity ; that fecrefy, which 
was originally a mere prudential pre- 
caution, was made the eflence and objeét 
of the inftitution ; and, inftead of endea- 
vouring to difpel the gloom of fuperfti- 
tion, and to prepare the people for fup- 
porting a more perfect day, its members 
became con{pirators againft inftruéction, 
and mifled the multitude into grofler 
darknefs. Prieft-craft fuperfeded the 
purity of the original intention; and 
an inititution, planned to keep alive the 
knowledge of the only God, became a 
powerful medium of fupport to idolatry, 
and a mean of intercepting by oaths of 
fecrefy the acknowledgement of that con- 
tempt for the popular religion which its 
members might elfe have diffufed through 
the community. Hierophants, in order 
to retain the more afcendancy over their 
pupils, multiplied the grades of initiation, 
and affected conftantly to referve fome- 
thing for the future fatisfaétion of the 
afpirant. His progrefs was intercepted 
or amufed by theatric ceremonies and 
tricks, until at length the very key to 
their hieroglyphs, and the purport of 
their myftic forms, were loft; and that 
pafled for the whole truth which was 
originally nothing but its veil. 

It is difficult to afcertain whether the 
education of Mofes coincided with the 
better times of this inftitution, or with 
the beginning of its declenfion: probably 
with the latter, to judge from fome foolith 
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mummeries which the Hebrew law-giver 
borrowed, and from fome exceptionable 
tricks which he transferred. But the 
fpirit of the original founder was not yee 
evaporated ; and the doétrine of the unity 
of the Creater of the world ftill rewarded 
the curiofity of the initiated. 

This doétrine, whofe inevitable confea 
quence could not but be a decided cone 
tempt for polytheifim, was the rich trea- 
fure which the young Hebrew derived 
from the myiteries of Ifis. Therein he 
alfo became better acquainted with the 
powers of nature, which then formed an 
object of fecret f{cience, and which after- 
wards enabled him to perform wonders, 
and even to rival or excel the magicians 
of Pharaoh in his juggleries. His after 
conduct fhews that he was a fkilful pupil, 
and had attained the highelt grade of ini- 
tiation. 

In this fame {chool he colle&ted a mafs 
of hieroglyphic and myftic knowledge 
and ritual, which his inventive genius 
turned to account. He had explored the 
whole region of Egyptian wifdom ; 
thought over the whole fyftem of its 
priefthood ; weighed its advantages and 
difadvantages againft each other; and 
had taken a piercing view of its whole 
{cheme of ftate-craft. 

How much time he fpent in the {chools 
of the priefts is unknown; but his late 
political confpicuity makes it probable 
that he had not devoted le{s than twenty 
years to the ftudy of the mylteries and 
of the legiflation. This difcipline does 
not, however, appear to have excluded 
him from converfancy with his nation; 
or to have prevented his obferving the 
inhuman oppreffions under which it Ja- 
boured. 

This Egyptian education did not fup- 
prels his nationality. The ill-uiage of 
his people reminded him he was a He- 
brew, and ftruck deep in his bofom. The 
more he began to feel himfelf, the more 
he felt for the burdens of his fellow- 
countrymen. He once beheld a Hebrew 
fuffering under the blows of an Egyptian 
talk-matter: the fight overpowered his 
patience, and he flew the Egyptian. The 
deed came out: his life was endangered ; 
he had to leave Egypt, and to feck re- 
fuge in the Arabian wildernets. his 
flight is placed by fome to late as the 
fortieth year of his life: it is enough tor 
us to know, that he could no longer be 
very young when iteniued. ; 

Ili, With the exile of Moles begins 
a new vra of his life ; and, if we would 
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underitand his future political appearance 
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in Egypt, we muft follow his Arabian 
banifhment. A bloody hate for the op- 
preffors of his nation, and the knowledge 
acquired among the priefts of Egypt, 
accompanied him to the defert. His foul 
was full of ideas and projects, and no- 
thing difturbed its broodings in the un- 
led wafte. 

The original documents defcribe him 
as keeping the fheep of the Bedouin 
Arab, Jethro. This deep defcent from his 
lofty views and hopes in Egypt to a 
cattle-herd in Arabia—the future ruler 
of men now the hireling of a nomade—how 
painful to an afpiring mind! 

And muft all that the induftry of youth 
and the experience of age had collected 
perifh in deedlefs mutility? His foul 
cannot bear the thought. He ftruggles 
againft deftiny. The wilderneis fhall 
not abforb his ;owers: his fancy ¢in- 
braces the intereft of the opprefled. A 

arity of fortune draws him {till clofer to 
his landfmen. In Egypt, he would have 
become a myftlagogue or a general: in 
Arabia, the huge idea ripens—* I will 
redeem Ifrael.”” 

But what poffibility of executing this 

reject? The impediments are beyond 
a which refift the enterprife, and the 
greateft are thofe to be expected from the 
very nation he aipires toferve. A naticn 
without unanimity or confidence, with- 
out courage or public fpirit, its enthu- 
fiaim wholly quenched in the dungeon- 
damps of four centuries of thraldom. A 
nation no leis unworthy than incapable 
of the benefit he predeftines for it. From 
‘them what can he expe&t? without them 
what can he effect? He muft begin then 
by rendering them capable of this benefit, 
by reviving that fentiment of the dignity 
ot human nature which habits of fub- 
jeftion had ftifled, by rekindling hope, 
confidence, heroifm, and enthutiafm. 

Such fentiments have for their bafis a 
real or imaginary truft in one’s own force : 
and whence fhall the flaves of Egyptians 
imbibe this? Suppofe his eloquence to 
hurry thei forward for a moment, will 
net this artificial infpiration defert them 
at his greateft need? Will they not more 
patientiy than ever drop back into their 
habitual fervility? 

And now the difciple of Ezyptian 
prieft and ftate-craft comes to aid. the 
Hebrew. He recolleéts the methods, by 
which a fmall number of priefts at Helio- 
polis were aceuffomed to move at their 
wil] millions of rude and favage men, 
This inftrument was no other than a 
confidence in iuper-terreftrial proteStion, 
and a belief in fupernatural powers. In 


the vifible world he could discover no 
remedy of the mind equal to the infp; 

ration of courage into the fervile. * 
fought it in the invifible. He found no. 
thing carthly to which their confidence 
could be attached; he fought fomerhiy 

heavenly. Hopelefs of awakiag {iufficient 
truft in their own force, he brought to 
them a God poffefled of ali force. “Once 
confident in him, they are become bold 
and ftreng: and the fire is kindled, at 
which every other requifite virtue may he 
inflamed. If he can pats for the organ 
of this God, his brethren are become a 
rod in his hands, the companions of his 
guidance,, and pliant to his will. But 
what god fhall he announce, and how fe. 
cure their belief? Shall he announce to 
them the true God, the Demiurgos, or 
the Jao, in whom he himielf believes, the 
keblah of the mytterics? 

To an ignorant populace, like that of 
his nation, how could he afcribe even the 
remoteft fymptom of eapability jor a truth, 
which was the patrimony of very few of 
the fages of Egypt, and the power of com. 
prehending whici implies a high degree 
of enlightenment. How could he flatter 
himfelt with the hope, that the dregs of 
Egypt would underftand, what amon 
the feleét of the country only the be 
could comprehend ? 

But, fuppofe him to have fucceeded in 
imprefling upon the Hebrews the know- 
ledge of the true God; this God would 
not have been of ufe in their condition 5, 
the knowledge of him would rather have 
been detrimental than favourable to the 
fuccefs of their enterprife. The true God 


interefted himfelf no more about the He- | 


brews than about any other nation. The 
true God could not fight exclufively for 
them; for them unhinge the pivots of 
nature, and reverfe its orderly movements, 
The true God would Jeave them to fight 
out their quarrel with the Egyptians, as 
he is wont, without miraculous interfe- 
rence; fuch a God fuited not the purpofe 
of Mofes. 

Shall he then announce to them a fabu- 
lous divinity againit which his reafon re- 
bels, and which the myfteries had taught 
him todefpife ? For this his underftanding 
is too informed, his heart too fincere. 
The enthufiafm whieh infpired him would 
have relaxed beneath fo contemptible and 
hypocritic a tafk ; undelighting in fo ar- 
tificial adeception, he would have fallen 
off in the courage to perfevere. Belides, 
he not only afpires to liberate, but in due 
time to liberalife his people. He builds 
tor a long pofterity. 

ric chet thien truth for his = 
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How reconcile thefe contradiGtions ? The 
true God he could not reveal to the He- 
brews ; becaufe they were incapable of 
comprehending his attributes. A falte 
one he chofe not to. reveal, out ot fcorn 
for cri.ninal artifice. It remained that 
he fhould announce to them his own true 
God, ina fabulous manner. 

He afcribes therefore to his true God 
thoie attributes which coincided with the 
notions of the Hebrews, and their aétual 
wants. He accommodates his Jao to the 
local circumftances, and to the prejudices 
of his people, and thus arifes his Jcho- 
vah. 

In the minds of the people he finds in- 
deed fome belief in divine things; but 
this belief had degenerated into the coarfeit 
fuperftition. The fuperitition he has to 
eradicate, the belief he has to preferve; 
the nature of the fuperitition fuggefts to 
him the means. According to the gene- 
ral opinion of thofe times, each nation 
was under the guardianfhip of a peculiar 
national God; and it was gratitying 19 
national vanity to hear its Goa litted up 
above the gods of other nations. The 
divinity of thefe other Gods was not 
thereby denied ; they alfo were recognized, 
but fuppofed, at leaft within the precinéts 
ef any national God, to be feeble in com- 
parifon with him. On this popular error 
Mofes gratified his truth. He made the 
demiurgos of the enlightened into the 
national God of the Hebrews; but he 
went one ftep further. 

Not fatisfied with merely defcribing 
this national God as the moft powerful 
of Gods, he defcribed him as the ovly 
God, hurling all others into their 
original nothing. He makes him, in- 
deed, an exclufive property of the He- 
brews ; but at the fame time fubjeéts 
to him all other nations and all the powers 
of nature. And thusto the-idel which 
he fafhioned for the Hebrews, he attached 
the two moift important attributes of the 
true God, unity and omnipotence, and 
made them the more impreflive by means 
of this human veil. 

The childith vanity of being exclufive 
favourites of the deity was now to operate 
in behalf of truth, and to become a ve- 
hicle for the doétrine of an only God. 
This is, indeed, a new error overthrowing 

- anold one; but an error much nearer to 
the truth than that which it overthrew ; 
and to this accompaniment of error the 
truth was in reality indebted for its own 
reception; its diffufion could only be 
obtained by this forcfeen mifunderitand- 
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ing. What could the Hebrews lave done. 
with a philefophic God? But with this 

national Ged they could and did do won- 

ders. Reflect & moment on the fituation 

of the Hebrews ; ito ignorant as to efti- 

mate the power of the gods, by the for- 

tune of the nations under their protection,’ 
Abandoned and oppreiled by men, they’ 
fuppole themfelves torfaken alto by all 

the gods. The fame relation which they 

bear to the Egyptians, they luppole to 

fubfift between their God and the gods of 
the Egyptians. He ts therefore a fimall 

light belide their lights ; and doubts are 

even entertained if there be any. Allat 

once it is announced to them, that they 

too have their protector inthe holt of hea- 

ven; that he is awaked from his repofe, 

and his girding himfelf with ftrength te 

make head againft their enemies. 

This annunciation of their God is, 
henceforward, like the call of a general 
to inlift under his victorious banners. 
If this genera! difplays immediately 
proofs of his might, or has been known 
of old, a giddy enthufiafm will often be 
caught by the moft fearful; and this 
Moles took into confideration. 

The converfation which he holds with 
the apparition in the burnihg buth ex- 
poles to us the doubts he entertained, and 
the manner in which he anfwered them 
to himfelf. Will my unhappy country- 
men truft ina God who has fo long ne- 
glested them, who at once drops as it were 
from the clouds, whofe name they have never 
heard, who for ceuturies has been an idle 
{petator of their wrongs? Will they not 
rather confider the Gods of their mighty 
oppreffors as the more powerful? This 
was the next thought that muit occur to 
the prophet, and how does he meet the 
difficulty? By making his Jao into the 
God of their fathers, by thus affoci- 
ating with his name every marvellous 
national tradition, and thus making 
him into an old and familiar God. But 
in order to fhow that hereby was meant 
the true and only Ged, and to prevent ail 
confounding of him with the idols of {1 - 
peritition, he afligns te him the hallowed 
name pronounced in the iy fteries. I am 
thatIam. Tell thy people Ifrael I am 
hath ient thee. ; ’ 

The diviyity really bore this name in 
the myfteries : but to the Rupid Hebrews 
in could not but be unintelligible. It 
conveyed to them no idea; and Motes 
might have had better fuccess with fome 
other name, but he preferred this incon- 
venience to endangering his favourite ob- 
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ject, that of really revealing to the He- 
brews the God revered in the myttcries of 
Ifis. As it is clear that the Egyptian 
myftteries flourifhed long before Jehovah 
appeared to Mofes in the burning bufh, 
the incident is remarkable that he fhould 
give himielf the very name appropriated 
to him in the myfteries of Iks. 

But it was not enough for Jehovah to 
announce himfelf to the Hebrews as a 
well-known God, as the God of their 
fathers. It was neceffary he fhould reveal 
himfelf as a God of might, if they were 
to put confidence in him; and this was 
the more neceflary, as their fortunes 
in Egypt were not favourable to the at- 
tribution of any great powers to.their pa- 
tron. Moreover he was announced by 
the mediation of another: on this man 
therefore was to be beftowed extraor- 
dinary qualities, if the might and great- 
nefs of the fender was to be made 
known. 

If therefore Mofes was to juftify his 
legation, it required the fupport of extra- 
- ordinary deeds. ‘That he accomplifhed 
i fuch will hardly be difputed. How he 
| accomplifhed them, and in what manner 
the relation of them is to be underftood, 
may be left to the individual interpreta- 
tion of every one. 

The narrative, in which the legation of 
Mofes has been recorded, had all the re- 
quifites which fitted it to infpire the He- 
brews with complete belief. This was 
what belonged to it; among us the like 
impreffion is no longer neceflary. We 
may be allowed to think that, if the Cré- 
ator of the univerfe chofe to appear in the 
form of a flame or of wind to any man, it 
would be indifferent to him whether that 
man were bare-foot or no. But to the 
Hebrews it was neceflary to typify the 
emotion of awe by that external token 
with which they were familiar, and which 
was already in ufe in the mytteries. In 
like manner he proceeds with refpeé& to 
the impediment in his fpeech. And 
throughout he defcribes moft circumftan- 
tially and individually thofe things which 
were likely to the Ifraelites, as well as to 
us, to appear moft diilicult to conceive, 
Let us now refume what has been faid, 
and briefly recapitulate the plan formed 
by Motes in the defert. 

He afpired to lead the Ifraclites out of 
Egypt, and to put them in pofleffion of _ 
independence, of a country and of a 
ftitution of their own. 
knew the difficulties which would app. 
this undertaking, as he knew that\l ttle = 
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But as he well. othe 


reliance could be placed on their courage, ae Or 
or enthufiafm, and that his eloquence Heveréy 
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was unequal to overcoming the habitual 
fervility of the people, he thought it ne. 
ceffary to announce to them a more than 
human guide and guardian, and to aflem. 
ble them under the banner of a divine 
leader. 

He gave them therefore a God for their 
deliverer from Egypt: and as it is neceffar 
to obtain another land inftead of that the 
had forfaken, and to obtain it {word iy 
hand, he endeavoured to preferve their 
force united by the bond of common laws 
and of a political conftitution. As a 
prieft and ittatefman, he knew that reli. 
gion is the ftrongeft and moft indifpenfa- 
ble prop of every conftitution: he ufes 
therefore the God their deliverer alfo -in 
his fubfequent legiflation, and announces 
him with thofe attributes which fuited 
his new deftination. For legitlation, for 
the deity of a permanent community, no 
other than the true God would avail; in- 
ftitutions founded on falfehood cannot en- 
dure. But the underftandings of his peo- 
ple being too blunt to comprehend in all 
its agg the religion of reafon and of 
nature, he addrefles their imagination ; 
he bribes their prejudices by the deicrip- 
tion of attributes fuited to vulgar appre- 
henfion, by the eaumeration of fervices 
delightful to their coarfe ambition. He 
borrows for his deity a heathen garb, and 
is content that his followers fhould vene- 
rate this garb alone. And thus he ac- 
complifhes the infinitely important fervice 
of fourding a ftate-religion on the pillar 
of truth, fo that a future reformer would 
have no occafion to fubvert his fabrick, 
which is the inevitable refult of any at- 
tempt to improve and to purify the fal/e 
religions. 

All the other ftates of his and the en- 
fuing ages were founded on deception, on 
error, on polytheifm: although in Egypt 
a fecret circle was found who had juft 
notions of the Supreme Being. Motesy 
himfelf one of this circle, and owing to 
it his better ideas of the divine nature, 
is the firftt who ventures not merely to 
proclaim the fecret of the myfteries, but 
to make it the bafis of his national in- 
ftitutions. He became therefore for the 
benefit of the world a betrayer of the mys- 
teries, and diftributed over a whole com- 
munity what had hitherto been a property 
of the fele&t. It is true that with his 
religion he could not communicate 
itanding to his people : and in this 

inpts of Egypt had {till the mye 
“ty perceived by the evidence © 
édfon a truth, of which the 
were mode the blind be- 














